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Lewi 1 i s  tlie  north  p a ir t  i f  t l  in l i e ,  ;nn trio mal a t  n in e , f a i r e  end tro ll  in h a b i té  a t  the c o s t e , ane f e r t i l e  f r u i t f u l l  ecu t r e y ,  fo r  the most p a i r t  a l l  b e i r e .  w ith  fou r  paroohe k ir k e s .  an» w ith  an o a s t e l l  o a l l i t  S toem av/ay. In t h i s  l i e  th e r  are many so b o i  ;e fo r  i t  ia very guic, fo r  the sa- e ,  fo r  the;/ la y  fo r th  over one ru res  anc g l e n i s , and e n te r  never in a house,  and th e r  o c l  i s  h ot an es in th e  z e ir e  p lu k it  a f f  tlie  in 30 e faulc; i s .
i;ean iTonro 1594
The Court y of Jutheriaru i s  tae i.ost remote in Great B r ita in , an a lso  the ; oot rug,,eu ana le a s t  irjproveoble. iCxoeptirg 3o- o 1. considerable tr a c ts  along ti'f: sh o r e s ,  i t  i s  : o s t ly  corposew o f  no un ta  in s  or rocK aiiii s tr a ta , ex ten sive  or as ses  aria impassable bogs; the stra t; near the base o f the nounta in s  ana in the b etto rs  ^re cor posed o f white m rb le  used in  buildin^^s and l i r e  for  ' inure. But the misery of the inhab itan ts a r is in g  fror the sev er ity  o f  t o  s o i l  prompt a thorn to frequen t em igration. l l ie  most souther; pert of th« county i s  f r o m  gee to sea the property o f  the Cou’ t e s s  of Sut-iorland. The north w est d iv is io n  belongs to  Lord Hae r.nci i s  gen era lly  ca lled  Lord hne *s county. Iri th is  d iv is io n  i s  the noted headland ca lled  Cape 'ra th , a coast o f perpenciculor rock, and the creacl o f  mariners. ,t sone ciistanco from thence e i .s t ::'7fi3Td i s  a tra c t  o f nmsnlation i t s e l f ,  sa id to  extend 50 m iles every v;ay, ca lled  Lord Roe’s f o r e s t , or rntaor d e se r t , ’here 700 or 80C deer r<mge at lar^e in a body: a tr a c t  o f reck or ' c ss  covered w ith long heath , \7ithout t r e e s ,  houses or lumen b e in g s , wnd only a fe*: moorfo’j l.I f  Sut^ierlcind has t i e  most barren t e r r ito r y , i t  has rich  sens and a tr e b le  c o a s t , afford ing access to  t o  f is h e r ie s  on the w e s t , north nnr ea st
Card en ’ s B rit cum in 1566
 . •------ —----- ■......  ■ •' ' " . ■ . ' • ■ ■ I
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I .  SCOPE OF IirviESTia.;TIOB
C ongestion on th e  lane i s  recosrnsod ns a very  
s e r io u s  problem in  many r u r a l  areas in th e  t r o p i c s ,  but 
i t s  e x i s t e r c e  in tem pera te l a t i t u d e s , where I t  i s  on a 
very  ruck si:f l i e r  s c a l e ,  i s  l e s s  w e l l  lojiovm. In Europe 
th e r e  are mtjiy peasan t cow .U n i t i e s  w ith  g r e a t e r  dr c i t i e s  
o f  r u r a l  p op u la t ion  then th< la n l  can sup o r t  uno such  
co n g e s t io n  may even be found in the remote r u r a l  rean o f  
in d u s t r ia l i s e d  la n d s .  The congested d i s t r i c t s  t h e t  
remain in  w e stern  Europe are m a inly c o a s t a l  in lo c a t io n  
and are b e s t  seen in p a r ts  o f  B r it ta n y , in  th e  vrest o f
Ireland ana in  th e  i s la n d s  o f  th e  Outer H ebrides.
Rural d e p o p u la t io n , on th e  o th er  hand, i s  the
s u b je c t  o f  much d i s c u s s io n  anc concern to d a y . The s e r io u s
im p l ic s t io n s  o f  t i e  o o n s t a i t  d r i f t  towards th e  towns are  
cau sin g  g r e e t  alarm in  v iew  o f  th e  rap id In crea se  in  th e  
World’s p op u la t io n  and th e  m o u n t o i f f l c u l t i e s  o f  
proaucing adequate s u p p l ie s  o f  f o o d s t u f f s  and raw m a t e r ia ls .  
In o ld - e s t a b l i s h e d  r e g io n s  o f  primary p ro d u ctio n , e s p e c i a l l y  
in  th o se  o f  l im ite d  r e s o u r c e s ,  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  r, 
dom estic  to  a commercial economy must load to  gone re d u c t io n  
in th e  t o t a l  number o f  in h a b i ta n t s  th a t  th e  reg io n  can 
supiîort and u n le s s  th e r e  i s  cnou: h i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  to  
support a oomr e r c i  U s e d  com; un i t y , p overty  or e* i j r a t i o n  
must en sue. I f  th e  l a t t e r  a l t e r n a t iv e  r e s u l t s  on a la r g e
s c a l e ,  in tir:o t'aei age s tr u c tu r e  o f  the p o p u la t io n  w i l l  d o  
a d v e r se ly  a f fe c t e d  and t h i s  w i l l  in trod uce i t s  own 
in h eren t  problems in a d d i t io n  to  th o se  dependent on n low 
d e n s i t y  o f  p o p u la t io n . There may a ls o  be some depopuluted  
r u r a l  areas  where g eo g ra p h ica l f a c t o r i  a lon e cannot exp1; in  
th e  p resen t  day o o n a i t io n s  and in luoh area s  r e h a b i l i t : t i o n  
i s  l i k e l y  to  be most d i f f i c u l t .  The iighlands anc Is la n d s  
o f  oco tlan c  are the s u b je c t  o f  much d i s c u s s io n  on ce :
: p opu la t ion  which has reached i t s  most alcim iiig p rop ortion s  
in th e  north  w est corner  o f  the i a in la n d . I t  i s  by no 
means confined to  th e  .iighlcudo, however, as i t  i s  .1 o 
see n , f o r  excii.pl , in  th e  c e n t r a l  p la tea u  o f  Trance and 
in  rore  r e c e n t ly  s e t t l e d  areas  o f  i any a r t s  o f  Caxiada.
Congestion and d ep opu la t ion  are thus both pro b ie r c  
o f  d i f f e r e n t  p arts  o f  th e  Highlands o f  S co t la n d , which i s  
no t a sim ple reg ion  'r it  e s i n g l e  problem. I t  c o n ta in s  
many con tra sted  ty p e s  o f  coun try and i t s  r u r a l  s e t t l e :  onto  
range from la r g e  sp o r t in g  e s t a t e s ,  sheep farms and c a t t l e  
ranches to  g en er a l fc iT inr d i s t r i c t s  w ith  s r a l l  terms' miu 
v i l l a g e s ,  and c r o f t in g  to ia i sh ip s .  The c r o f t in g  d i s t r i c t s  
are ooa t e l  in lo c a t io n  and are most ch.: r e c t e r  • s t i c  o f  
th e  remoter p o rts  o f  the *est: t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n s  are
u s u a l ly  e i t h e r  in s u la r  or p e n in su la r .  C r o f t c o r .  u: i t i e s
are found fror Cape vVrath to the f i r t h  o f  Clyde* from t  o 
B utt o f  Lev/is to  Brrra, and a ls o  in  mvny p a r ts  o f  the  
Inner H eb r id e s .
  ' r -m,   A --  t :1k t.. -»/ •-.• :?:v
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'Vest Lewis and West Sutherland are c r o ftin g  
d i s t r i c t s  bordering the Minch. They occupy sim ilar  
pen insular lo c a t io n s  a t the northwestern ex trem ities  o f  * 
the mainland o f Scotland end o f the Outer Hebrides* they  
have certa in  b a s ic  s im ila r it ie s  o f p h ysica l geography, 
th e ir  ea r ly  h is to r ie s  were c lo s e ly  in tertw ined and they  
both re ta in  the G aelic tongue. Econom ically they are both 
ru ra l areas inhab ited mainly by sm all ten an ts whose land 
i s  held under the c r o ft in g  system o f tenure. Ihe 
co n tra sts , however, outweigh the s im i la r i t ie s .  The 
population con d ition s in th e two areas are now very  
d i f f e r e n t ,  the settlem en t pattern i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  the people  
are d is s im ila r  and n e ith er  th e ir  cu ltu res nor th e ir  modes 
o f l i f e  have much in  common.
West Lewis i s  unique in B rita in and represen ts our 
nearest approach to  a c la s s le s s  peasant comimnity. I t  i s  
e x c lu s iv e ly  a cro ft in g  d i s t r i c t  with a dense rural 
population l iv in g  in numerous large lin e a r  townships near 
the sea . In 1947 th is  region contained over 6,000 people  
(average d en s ity  37 .5  per sq .m ile) a l l  o f  whom were ru ral 
su b jects  l iv in g  in large and o ften  se r io u s ly  congested  
cro ftin g  tow nships. The sim ple d w ellin gs are c lo se  
togeth er , the f l a t  land i s  d ivided in to  long narrow s tr ip s
In 1931 th e landward areas o f Lewis showed grea ter  , d e n s it ie s  o f  population than any other cro ftin gd i s t r ic t  in Scotland w ith  the exception o f the islan d  o f Barra.
and the stock  i s  grazed upon the poor communal graz ing o f  
the open moor* llie  people are not prim arily  in tere sted  
in  a gr icu ltu re  but Lev/is i s  home and the c r o ft  i s  kept 
going by some members o f  the fam ily  although they cannot 
be supported by the land a lon e.
e s t  Sutherland i s  s im ila r  to  other parts o f  the  
mainland in many ways yet i t s  excep tion al rem oteness and 
in a c c e s s ib i l i t y  have made i t  an extreme case as fa r  as 
depopulation i s  concerned. The country i s  w ild , rugged, 
iso la te d  and very empty but in s p ite  o f t h is  i t s  s e t t l e :  
:ment pattern i s  more d iv erse  than th a t o f  Lew is. In 1947 
t h is  v a st expanse o f country contained approxim ately 2,000  
people g iv in g  an average d e n s ity  o f 3 .3  per sq .m ile .
Th is scan ty  popula tion l iv e s  m ostly in  the sm all c o a s ta l  
c r o ft in g  townships but in ad d ition  there are farms, 
sp ortin g e s t a t e s ,  angling and holiday cen tres and t in y  
urban n u c le i. As in LeiAris, the c r o ft  i s  home end the  
hold ings are sm all but one c r o fte r  o ften  works more than  
one hold ing or he ren ts  the graz ings o f another. The 
lack  o f employment, however, has driven many people away 
from home and depopulation has proceeded to  such on ex ten t  
th a t i t  i s  now d i f f i c u l t  to  m aintain the scan ty  population  
th a t r e r a in s .
In 1931 the parish  o f Durness recorded the low est 1 population d en s ity  w ith in  the c r o ft in g  co u n t ie s .
Congestion in Vest I«iwis, depopulation in ^ast 
Sutherland t th ese  then are the co n tra sts  wt'iioh e x i s t  
between tn ese  two ru ra l a rea s . ab attem pt w i l l  now be 
made to  account fo r  th ese  d if fe r e n c e s  by analysing %ue 
past and the presen t co n d itio n s  in  each.
/I* "SIC. I, E •. I  CK : £3 T
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(L o ca t io n s  rmu Land Ownership)
The two area-: s e le c t e d  f  r  study c o n s t i t u t e  th e
north  w estern  e x t r e r i t i e n  o f  Sco tland : o f  th e  rit inland
in  North Vest Sutherland and o f  th e  H ebrides in North
Vest L e ./ is .  The e x a c t  l o c a t i o n s  are as f o l lo w s :
Region L a t i tu d in a l  E x ten t  L o n g i tu a in a l E x ten t
j^ eg r e e  ’ i . i l e s ^e g r e e s  M ilos
Vest 5 f ° 0 ’ij 58°57 'i. 44 4 °3 5 ' 5°24 ’ .Ï 30Sutherland C ronalt Cape Vhiten P o in th%lls .VTath ijead o f  S toor
Vest 5b°iG'K 56°31 A. 25 o ° 1 2 ’ ,; o*^51 ’ V :.5Lew is Loch Butt c f  B higer: LochCarlo: Lew is : s t a  Curlov/ay:v/ay
Zest L e w is , alth ou gh  sm e lle r  than Vest B u th erlan d . 
has a much d en ser  p- u u la t lo n  and & h igh  dee-^ree o f  u n iform ity  
both in i t s  r e l i e f  f e a tu r e s  and in I t s  s e t t l e  lent p a t te r n .  
The regior. c o / s i s t a  o f  t i .e  p ar ish  o f  Barvas and o f  tho  
C a r lc .a y  d i s t r i c t  o f  th e  parish  o f  U ig . I t  extend g fr o n
th e  Butt o f  Lew is t o  Loch Carlov/ay and has a t o t a l  area
o f p p r o x ir a t e ly  160 square m i le s .  Tlir in hab ited  p a r t ,  
a 007 t in u o u s ly  s e t t l e d  b e l t  between th e  c o a s t  arc  th e  
i n t e r io r  pen t o o r s , i s  25 r i l e s  long by 1^ ; r i l e s  v /ide.
Lew is i s  i e r \ b y  m d a i l y  s te a  :er from Kyle af L o c ia I s   ^ to
Btornoway (4d hours) and by •' d a i ly  p lan e  fro n  Renfrew  
v ia  In v e r n e s s ,  which b r in g s  Btornoway w i th in  Zh h o u is  o f  
Glasgow. Vest Lew is i s  w e l l  served by b uses fro i utornoway 
end in  so ’ o r e s p e c t s  t h i s  reg ion  i s  r e a l l y  l e s s  i s o la t e d
2,3
than the north w est mainland.
Lewis was ceded to  the S c o t t ish  Crown in 1266, 
a f te r  the d efea t o f  the Norsemen a t Largs. In time i t  
became a part o f  th e Barldohi o f Ross ( i t  remains a part 
o f thr county o f Hoss and Cromarty) and i t s  p r in c ip a l 
p o ssessors were the Macleods. In the ear ly  seven teen th  
cen tury James VI sen t the F ife  Adventurers to  c o lo n ise  
and s e t t l e  Lew is. T he’ made numerous attem pts to  
e s ta b l is h  them selves w ith in  the is lan d  but in  1610 they  
were forced to  abandon th e ir  e f fo r t s  and they d isposed  
o f  th e ir  t i t l e  to  Mackenzie o f  K in ta i l .  This fam ily  
(Seaforth) ruled w ith  ab so lu te but benevolen t power u n t i l  
1844, when the e s ta te  passed in to  the hands o f the Ii^theson 
fam ily  who held i t  fo r  over three quarters o f a cen tury.
In 1918 the la t e  V iscount Leverhulme bought the Island  
and although he expended large sums of money in  fin an c in g  
am b itious development schemes th ese  had to  be abandoned 
in 1923 a f te r  which the island was d iv ided  in to  sm all 
e s ta te s  and offered  fo r  s a le .  The c r o f t e r s ’ hold in gs  
were o ffered  to them as in d iv id u a l g i f t s  but the v a st  
m ajority o f th e people preferred to  remain as ten an ts  
under the p rotection  o f  the dtoall Landholders (Scotland) 
A cts. Stornoway, however, was gjiven to  th e people in  
tr u s t .  Today Lewis c o n s is t s  o f sev era l e s t a t e s ,  m ostly  
the property o f lim ited  companies, and each con ta in ing a 
large number o f sm all h o ld in g s . Some land i s  the
K
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property o f th e Department o f  A grioulture and a very  
l i t t l e  i s  p r iv a te ly  owned.
West Sutherland c o n s is ts  o f  the p arish es o f  Durness, 
B d d ra ch illis  and Assynt and extends from Whiten Head and 
Loch E r ib o ll in th e  e a s t  and north , along the north coa st  
to  Cape Wrath thence southward to  the K irkaig r iv e r  which 
sep ara tes Sutherland from Hoss and Cromarty. The inland  
boundary i s  the watershed formed by the mountains 
a ssoc ia ted  w ith  th e Moine Thrust Plane. These three  
p er ish es  have a t o t a l  area approaching 600 square m iles  
and e c o a s t lin e  n ear ly  150 m iles in len g th . There i s ,  
however, a h igh proportion o f un inhab itable mountain 
land and much water and the few s e t t le d  areas are sm all 
and sc a tte r e d . West Sutherland i s  a c c e s s ib le  by land 
o n ly , the route being from Inverness to  Lairg or Invershin  
by r a i l  or road, thence by road to  LochInver (46 m ile s ) ,  
Scourie (44 m ile s ) , K inlochbervie (45 m iles) or Durness 
(56 m ile s ) .  Mail buses serve th ese  v i l la g e s  d a i ly  but 
there are no a ir  s e r v ic e s  and no steam ers.
In the ea r ly  13th cen tury the m ilita r y  c h ie f ta in s  
from Gallov/ay and Moray v/ho were brought in to  the region  
to  subdue the Norsemen became the p rogen itors o f  the  
Houses o f  Maokay (Heay country) and Sutherland r e s p e c t iv e ly .  
For many gen era tion s th e Heay E sta tes  comprised a l l  the  
presen t p arishes o f Tongue, Durness and E d d r a c h illis .
9: K
Sutherland wae form erly the south part o f  the former Norse 
domains, l .e #  to  th e south o f  Catenes or C a ithness and 
S trathnaver formed the northern h a lf  o f modem Sutherland. 
B d d ra ch illis  and Assynt were w est and southwest o f  
Strathnaver r e s p e c t iv e ly . The presen t parish  boundaries 
date from 1724 vdien the former v a st parish o f Durness was 
d iv ided in to  the modern p arishes o f  Durness, Tongue and 
E d d r a c h illis . In Assynt fourteen  su ccess iv e  la ir d s  bore 
the name Macleod, probably derived from a younger son o f  
a Kaoleod of Lewis whose w ife  was the s o le  h e ir  to  the  
Assynt lan d s. In th e middle o f  the seven teen th  century  
the parish  passed Into the hands o f  the deaforths who 
reta ined  i t  fo r  about a cen tury, a f te r  which i t  became a 
part o f  the Sutherland e s ta te s  and remained so u n t i l  1914.
In 1829 the Reay E sta tes passed in to  the hands o f  
the Dukes o f Sutherland who were the g r e a te s t  landed 
p rop rietors in the vdiole o f  B r ita in  throughout most o f  the  
n ineteen th  century* From the mid n in e teen th  cen tury  
onwards the deer fo r e s t s  were extended and in  1871 the
There are sev era l in te r e s t in g  ea r ly  d e scr ip tio n s  o f  th is  region which include the no tes made by Timothy Pont on h is  crude maps at the end o f the 16th century and the  
5  w r itin g s  o f  S ir  Robert Gordon in 1650. There i s  a lso  a 
7  d e sc r ip tio n  in B laeu’s A tlas (1654) and i t s  map o f Extina  S co tia e  shows the r e la t iv e  p o s it io n s  o f  th e various  p rov in ces. In 1744 Alexander Bryce published the f i r s t  good map o f  th e north co a st o f  Bcotlund which provided  d e ta ile d  inform ation o f every c o a s ta l fe a tu re .
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Duke of Westminster acquired the Reay F o rest. The 
remainder o f  the Reay F orest was taken over by the  
presen t Duke in 1919.
During the presen t century the Sutherland E sta tes  
have been g r e a t ly  d im in ished in  e x te n t . Durness was 
sold  in  1900 but i t  has s in c e  been broken up and r e so ld ,  
some p arts o f  i t  more than once. At presen t i t  c o n s is t s  
o f  Durness v i l la g e  end tow nships, th ree  large sheep  
farms end some sp ortin g p ro p ertie s . In B d d ra ch illis  
the Scourie d i s t r i c t  i s  s t i l l  a part o f the Sutherland  
E s ta te s , the Reay F orest belongs to  the Duke o f  
Westminster and the sm aller e s ta te s  o f  Ceathrambh Garbh 
and K inlochbervie con ta in  most o f  the c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  
o f  the p ar ish . The v a st e s ta te  o f ASsynt was reso ld  
in 1936 and i s  now in  th ree  p a rts , Assynt -  s t i l l  an 
extrem ely large e s ta t e  w ith  c r o ft in g  tow nships, sheep  
farms and d eer fo re st land, and Loch Assynt and inchnadamph 
which are mainly u t i l i s e d  for  graz ing and fo r  sp o rt.
* I I I .  PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY :r
The p h y sica l s e t t in g s  o f th ese  two reg ion s show 
marked s im ila r i t ie s  in cer ta in  r e sp e c ts . Both represen t 
north western ex trem itie s  o f land masses in  c lo s e ly  
comparable la t itu d e s  and both are exposed to  A tlan tic  
In flu en ces . These c lim a t ic  con d ition s favour the  
development o f  moorland types o f v eg eta tio n  and the  
accumulation o f  pea t. In both region s Lew isian Gneiss 
i s  the dominant country rock and in both a lso  the surface  
fea tu res  were g r e a t ly  influenced  by g la c ia l  a c tio n .
The co a sts  bear s im ila r  w itn ess  to  marine ero sio n , to  the  
d ep o s itio n  o f blown sand and to  the b u ild in g  up o f grea t  
storm beaches.
In surface r e l i e f ,  however, there are some s ig n if ic a n t  
c o n tr a s ts . V/est Lewis i s  a f l a t  or undulating low moorland 
w ith  numerous shallow  loch s and short w est flow ing stream s. 
Slopes are g e n t le  and the r e l i e f  monotonous. Moat o f  the  
land i s  belov/ 400 f t .  and the h ighest i s  l e s s  than 1,000 f t .  
(Ben Barvas 918 f t . ) .  West Sutherland, on the other hand, 
i s  e s s e n t ia l ly  a h ighland reg ion . There i s  l i t t l e  land 
below 500 f t . , the cen tra l mountains a t ta in  3,000 f t . , 
steep  s lo p es  ocdur a t a l l  a lt itu d e s  end there i s  v ir tu a l ly  
no f l a t  land.
1^
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1 . STRUCTURE AND SURFACE FEATURES 
West Sutherland
One outstand ing fea tu re  o f  the com plicated but now 
well-known g e o lo g ic a l h is to r y  o f West Sutherland was the  
th ru stin g  o f grea t masses o f  s c h is to se  rocks in a W.N.W. 
d ir e c tio n  over the Cambrian, Lew isian and Torridonian  
form a tions. The Moine Jhrust was the most important o f  
the th ree major l in e s  o f  d isru p tion  and t h is  plane extends 
from e poin t on th e north c o a s t , ea st o f  Whiten Read 
southwards to  Loch Alsh in Ross and Cromarty. I t  co in c id e s  
c lo s e ly  w ith the main watershed in  the north o f Sco tland.
To the ea st o f t h is  watershed the Moine B ch is ts  outcrop  
g iv in g  r is e  to  d e so la te  peaty moorlands. The grea ter  part 
o f  the p arish es o f  Durness, Assynt and E d d r a c h illis , 
however, l i e  to  the west o f  the Moine Thrust plane and they  
con ta in three major groups o f  rock s, v iz .  (a) the Cambrian 
and other rocks o f the b e lt  o f com plica tion , (b) Lew isian  
G ne iss, which c o n s t itu te s  most o f the unmoved foreland  
fu rth er  w est, and (c) con siderab le outcrops o f Torridon 
Sandstone.
The b e lt  o f com p lica tion , includ ing the grea t th ru sts  
and the Cambrian rock s, i s  a w ild and mountainous s tr e tc h  
o f  country w ith  w est fa c in g  escarpm ents. The Cambrian 
lim eston es outcrop e x te n s iv e ly  in Durness and Assynt g iv in g  
good a g r ic u ltu r a l land. They a lso  g iv e  r i s e  to  cer ta in  
k a r s t - l ik e  fea tu res  in clu d in g oaves and swallow h o les  a t
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Snoo ( l'urne os) , unci erGrouncl r  iv e r  a ( T ral i g l  11,
Inchnadanph) a i i ’ s o lu t io n  la k e s ,  0»g« Lakes C ro isp o l and 
B o r r a l ie  (D u r n e s s ) . The b a s a l  Garbrlrat q u a r t z i t e  i s  an 
exoeec't in g ly  r e s i s t a n t  format ion ana when capp ing th e  
L e v : l s i a r  G ne iss for i s s t e e p - s i â e n  laount in s  e n c i r c le d  by 
s n o w -l ik e  s c r e e s  ( e . g .  r.rklc sno Fo ir iaven). L ew is ian  
G n e i s s ,  th e  o l d e s t  for?" a t ic?  in  Great j i r i t a iu ,  a 
r e s i s t a n t  c r y s t a l l i n e  metamorphic rock which ou tcrop s  
G x ten s iv e ly  in e s t  Jut her lam  g iv l i ig  a lew broken  
p la t e a u .  I t  i s  in tru a eâ  by a n c ie n t  igneous roc.cs in  
v issyiit a; a Ec era c h i l l i : ,  g iv in g  a more irre;^ul: n- su r fa ce  
tlnan i s  f.vund in  Durness. The Torridoi Band a ton a g i v e s  
d i f f e r e n t  landforris in d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s .  The Harph in  
Durness i s  an e x t e n s iv e  high moorland c f  deep p ea t  hags ,  
th e  Torridon o u tcro p s  o f  Old shore end xihu J to e r  are low er  
in  I t i t u d e  and support c r o f t in g  communi t i e s  w h i le  üh- 
r e l i c t  mount a in s  o f  *i3synt -  Ju l iv e r  , Can isp anc -u inag  
are fa sh ion ed  fr o  : g r e a t  th ic k n e s s e s  o f  Torridon Bandstono  
r e s t i n g  unconformably or* L ew is ian  ro o k s . The t i ir u s t  
p la n e s ,  th e  Igneous o u tc r o p s ,  th e  sh eer  zon es  o f  nDo 
forelctnd nrul th e  nui erous f a u l t s  everywhere a c c en tu a te  
t iie  i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  o f  r e l i e f  and co m p l ica te  the .ra m a g e  
p a t t e r n .
The whole o f  Vest Sutherland shovm  abundant 
e v i  once o f  g l a c i a t i o n .  Curing th e  l a t e r  p eriod  o f  th e  
g l a c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  reg io n  c o n f lu e n t  g l a c i e r s  r a a ia te d
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from Ben More. . .s sy n t  and th e  Reay F o r e s t .  Overdeepen ing  
o f  th e  main v a l l e y s  and th e  form a tion  o f  hang ing v a l l e y s  
can be traced  to  t h i s  %)eriod wh ich was fo llo w ed  by e r o s io n10 by v a l l e y  and c o r r ie  g l a c i e r s . Thus th e  f e a t u r e s  o f  
g l a c i a l  e r o s io n  can be i d e n t i f i e d  a t  a l l  a l t i t u d e s ,  
th e r e  are l a t e r a l  end sometimes ter: ii^el moraine i In th e  
main v a l l e y s  w h i le  p o ck ets  o f  d r i f t , spread s o f  boulcier 
c la y  and mouno s  o f  mora ine m a te r ia l  are founu th rou gh out.
Lar^e a r e is  in  vest Butheriand are c o m p le te ly  
devo id o f  n a tu r a l  v e g e ta t io n :  e l s e  here rjoorland g r a s s e s ,
h ea th er ,  some bracken and a few t r e e s  ere  found, w h i le  
p ea t  co v e rs  much o f  th e  su r fa c e  in  th e  form o f  p ea t  hag 
or b la n k e t  hog and i t  accum ula tes in  ev ery  h o llo w .
The b e s t  g r a s s la n d s  are  th e  tr u e  downland p a s tu r e s  which  
occur on th e  Durness L im estone a t  d e o ld a le ,  and th e  
I ach e1rs where dunes have been f ix e d  by g r a s s e s .  Both  
g iv e  r e a so n a b ly  good a ra b le  la n d . T rees are in fr e q u e n t  
g e n e r a l ly  but p a r ts  o f  . t s sy n t ,  as arour.d Loch invor and 
Loch . s s y n t , are w e ll-w o o d e d , and G c d r a o h i l l i s  has a fev: 
sm a ll .7oods. In D u rn ess , however, t r e e s  are few and
f a r  betw een. The c.ec iduous wo ou la n d s  c o n ta in  b i r c h ,
a ld e r ,  w i l lo w ,  h a z e l  and some oaic. In th e  remnemts o f  
th e  c o n i f e r o u s  f o r e s t s  p in e s  are dom inant but in  
p la n t a t io n s  as around lope, L cch in v er , S co u r ie  and Loch 
More, la r c h e s ,  sp ru ces  and f i r s  are favou red .
The rem oteness  o f  t h i s  r e g io n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e11,12
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p iohness o f  i t s  fauna, and In the r a r ity  o f i t s  f lo r a .
In the oaves along the A llt  nan Uaisb near Inohnadanph 
some exceod ingly  in te r e s t in g  animal remains were d iscovered13,14during recen t excava tion s. The b ird s include a l l  k inds 
o f  sea b ird s and common land b ird s , eaglear, buzzards, 
ptarm igans, raven s, herons, hooded crows and corncrakes.
Many k inds o f  s a l t  w a ter, fresh  water and s h e l l  f i s h  eire 
found, includ ing salmon, tr o u t , haddock, herring and 
lo b s te r s . Among land an im als the deer have been famed 
for  c e n tu r ie s , w olves were once a grea t menace here enc 
w ild ca ts  may s t i l l  be seen . The r a r e st  land p la n t , 
among a w ealth  o f moorland and grassland v e g e ta t io n , i s  
Primula S o o t ic a , found along the c l i f f s  o f  the north  
coast -  i t s  only lo c a l i t y  in B r ita in .
A e^st Lewis
The peat-covered moorland o f West i^ewis i s  developed15 on d r ift-co v ered  Lew isian Gneiss* The prevalen t rooks 
are g n e is s e s . B io t i t e  g n e is se s  appear a t Ness and a g ra n it  
g n e is s , redd ish  in co lo u r , outcrops a t Dalebeg. Bare 
rock i s  seen only at the coast and in the south; 
elsew here i t  i s  o v er la in  by g la c ia l  d r i f t ,  u su a lly  a 
b lu ish  boulder c la y  or as in  Ness a s h e l ly  type o f  c la y  
which dra in s r e la t iv e ly  e a s i ly  and provides the b est  
arable land in Lew is. The d r if t  i s  covered by a th ic k  
layer o f peat except where i t  has been skinned” fo r  fu e l  
or where blown sand has accumulated. The main r e s u lt
C^'%- ^  .'■[■ \ -■■ ' ; ; '• '. ••.■.• ' - .  ^ w  'r
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o f  g la c ia t io n  from the mainland was the covering o f the  
parent rock with an irreg u la r  d ep o sit o f  g la c ia l  d r i f t  
whose hollow s con ta in  the numerous lochs o f the in te r io r  
* The Barvas r iv er  i s  the la r g e st  o f  the sm all w est
r flow ing r iv e r s  which descend from the moors in  shallow
v a lle y s  and flow  in to  sm all exposed bays* Kost o f  the
.‘ r iv e r s  south o f Barvas flow  in to  large loch s now out o f fI
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from the sea by huge storm beaches o f  g ig a n t ic  pebbles.
The c o a s t lin e  proper with i t s  storm beaches, i t s  sand dunes 
and machairs a t Barvas and Ness and i t s  c l i f f s  elsewhere 
provides the only scenery o f in terest*  There i s  no 
harbour between the Butt o f  Lewis and Carloway, and Port 
o f  Ness and S k igersta  to  the ea st o f  the Butt are very  
sn m ll, exposed and blocked w ith  sand*
B o ils  in West Lewis are derived from p ea t, boulder 
Olay, or sand, o f  from adm ixtures o f the same* The b est  
s o i l s  are found on the s h e lly  boulder c la y  o f  Ness and on 
the sandy m achairs. A ll the c r o ft in g  townships are 
situ a ted  between th e coast and the open moor, and the
16IA lin e a r  c r o fts  thus have a v a r ie ty  o f types o f  s o i l .
I The arable land has e ith e r  a l ig h t  sandy s o i l ,  fr e lu e n t ly
s:
ca lcareou s, or a loamy s o i l  o f moorland type derived  
c h ie f ly  from th e boulder c la y  covered ”skinned land” *
The peat v a r ie s  from a few inches to  over 15 f t .  in depth  
and in co n s is ten cy  from s o f t  wet bog to  dry firm  peat*
The surface peat i s  o ften  brown, fib rou s end undecomposed 
but the deep peat i s  dense and black end provides an
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abundance o f e x c e l le n t  fu e l .
The na tural v eg e ta tio n  o f  Lewis i s  dominated by the11 fa c t  th a t peat once covered the e n t ir e  surface excep t for  
the narrow fr in g e s  o f sandy land along the sea shore, the  
surface o f the lochs and the I)are rocks and steep  s lo p es  
o f the h i l l s *  With th e exception o f the machair a l l  land 
which i s  now u t i l i s e d  by man has been recla im ed from peat 
but even on the peat th ere  are important d if fe r e n c e s  in17 the p lan t a s so c ia t io n s . Hardy and Geddes enumerated s ix  
main types o f  v eg eta tio n  in Lewis which range fron th e  
summits o f the h i l l s  downwaras to  sea le v e l  as fo llo w s : 
a) Rocky p a stu res, b) F a ir  h i l l  p a stu res, c) Uarsliy grass  
moors, d) Peat moors, e) Heather moors, f j  Bandy p astu res  
and dunes.
In West Lewis rooky pastures are not rep resen ted , 
f a ir  h i l l  pastures are b est seen in the low h i l l s  between 
Shawbost and Carloway, and marshy gra ss moors are w e ll  
developed on the s lo p es  o f  Ben Barvas* Peat moors are 
widespread throughout the island  and may be broken in to  
peat hags in places* True heather moors are not widespread 
in West Lewis and the sandy pastures and dunes are confined  
to  the r ich  machairs o f  Barvas and North West Ness*
Although the peat provides evidence o f former tree  growth 
not a s in g le  tree  i s  to  be found in West Lewis today*
"Kl-
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2 . CLIMATE
West Sutherland has an e s s e n t ia l ly  ocean ic  clim a te  
ex h ib itin g  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  ty p ic a l o f  an area exposed to  
the f u l l  fo rce  o f A tlan tic  in flu en ces  and at the same t i^ e  
backed by land o f h igh r e l i e f .  In t h is  la rg e  region  
numerous lo c a l  c lim a tes develop and co n s id era tio n s  o f  
h e ig h t, s lo p e , s h e lte r , and aspect are o ften  more important 
than a knowledge o f average temperatures and r a in f a l l .
The p rev a ilin g  wind i s  from the south w est: g a le s
and strong w inds are frequen t and the w est fa c in g  s lo p es  
o f the h i l l s  re c e iv e  a very heavy p r e c ip ita t io n . Wind 
d ir e c t io n , wind fo rce  and amounts o f p r e c ip ita t io n  are 
very v a r ia b le  from part to part and the inland areas 
experience much more r a in , l e s s  wind and grea ter  
temperature extremes than the co a sta l d i s t r i c t s .  Rain
‘f a l l s  throughout the year w ith  a ty p ic a lly  ocean ic  
regim e, i . e .  an autumn and w in ter maximum and a minimum 
in  sp rin g . Atmospheric humidity i s  always high as i s  
the number o f ra in  days throughout the year. The n orth erly  
la t itu d e  and the correspond ing leng th  o f day in  summer 
time helps to  compensate fo r  the coo l tem peratures and fo r
the low sunshine average. Thus although w in ter  
temperatures are mild and fr o s t  and snow infrequen t a t  
sea  le v e l ,  n ev er th e le ss  heavy r a in f a l l ,  strong w inds, co o l 
summers and lack  o f sunshine make the c lim a te  here both 
enerva ting and unpleasan t. I t  i s ,  in  f a c t ,  one o f  the
19
g r e a t e s t  drawbacks to  th e  re g io n  b e in g  e s p e c i a l l y  
d e tr im e n ta l  to  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and h o r t i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s .
In West Lew is th e  un iform r e l i e f  g iv e s  u n i fo r m ity  
o f  c l im a t e .  As in  S u th er la n d , th e  o u ts ta n d in g  f e a t u r e s  
are th e  sr^all annual range o f  tem pera ture , th e  mile i n t e r s  
and c o o l  summers, th e  h igh  h um id ity , s tr o n g  w inds and th e  
absence o f  prolonged p e r io d s  o f  f r o s t  ana snow. ih e  
lo .;er  a l t i t u d e ,  how ever, r e s u l t s  in  a g e n e r a l ly  low er  
p r e c ip i t a t i o n  and a s l i g h t l y  h igh er  su n sh in e average .
The A t la n t ic  exposure and th e  la ck  o f  s h e l t e r  g iv e s  a 
h igh  freq uency  o f  g a l e s  which i s  th e  w orst f e a tu r e  o f  
th e  c l im a t e .  The B utt o f  Lew is re co rd s  more g a l e s  them18
any o th er  m e te o r o lo g ic a l  s t a t i o n  in  Great B r i t a in .
An imals s u f f e r  as w e l l  as a rab le  and garden crops and i f  
s h e l t e r  b e l t s  could bo induced to  grow th e y  would prove  
o f  in e s t im a b le  b e n e f i t  to  s to c k .  In l a t e  summer, hoi7evor, 
a s tr o n g  wine may h e lp  to  Cry r ip e n in g  g r a in .
The accompanying s t a t i s t i c s  show th e  average  
c l im a t io  c o n d i t io n s  in both r e g io n s  ann th e  contre;s t s  
between th e  c o a s t a l  and inland a rea s  o f  B utherland.
B. HISTORICAL SURVEY
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IV. FACTORS LEADING TO THE COiiTR/iSTS IN POPULATION 
1# THE CROFTING ECONOMY IN THE HIGHLANDSANÏ) Islands
The modern h is to r y  o f the Highlands d a tes from the -19a b o lit io n  o f  h e r ita b le  J u r isd ic tio n s  fo llo w in g  the Forty- 
F ive . This d estru ctio n  o f  the m ilita r y  bond between the  
c h ie f  and h is  clansmen led  even tu a lly  to  the break ing up 
o f  the clan  system and to  I t s  su b s titu tio n  by the c r o ft in g  
system whereby each former subtenan t, who had held h is  land 
J o in tly  from a tacksman, became a d ir e c t  tenan t o f  th e  
landlord w ith  h is  own area o f arable land. Small ten an ts  
or c r o f te r s ,  however, had no le a se s  and no secu r ity  o f  
ten u re .
Under the c lan  system  the l i^nd was worked prim arily  
fo r  su b sisten ce  purposes w ith  the r a is in g  o f c a t t le  as the  
so le  source o f cash income. The hold ings comprised2C (a) the in f i e ld ,  a portion  o f land near the dw ellin g which 
was in permanent c u lt iv a t io n , (b) the o u t f ie ld , which was 
cropped in te r m itte n t ly , (cj a share in the h i l l  graz ing  
end (d) summer pastures or s h ie l in g s .  Most o f  the land 
was held in runrig whereby a group o f ten an ts made them: 
•se lv e s  resp o n sib le  fo r  the ren t o f  an area o f  arable lend  
which was p arcelled  out in s tr ip s  and r e a llo ca ted  annually. 
A gr icu ltu ra l p r a c t ic e s  were uneconomic: the in f ie ld  only
was manured r e g u la r ly , s o i l s  soon became exhausted, 
c u lt iv a t io n  was by p r im itiv e  plough or oaschrom and y ie ld s
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were I n e v i ta b ly  poor anc u n r e l ia b le .  2 l
The ohengo froiT a t n i l i t a r y  to  e f i n a n c i a l  
r e la t io n s h ip  f e l l  es  a heavy burden on tr.o taoks^'en v;ho 
had p r e v io u s ly  heir: la r j e  a rea s  o f  land a t  a nom inal r e n t ,  
in  re tu rn  fo r  ?r)ilita> y s e r v i c e .  i i i t i i e r t o ' t . e  t a o c s r en 
had had l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  a..^riouiture but a f t e r  t h e i r  
r e n t s  v/ere in crea sed  tr e y  were d r iv er  to  a tter .p t to  r a i s e  
nore money f r o r  t> e  lan d . T h is  was h^rd to  a c c o n p l ish  
where a p r i i^ it iv e  s u b s is t e n c e  econo^'y p rev a i led  , as sm a ll  
te n a n t s  were unable to  pay in crea sed  r e n t s  and t h i s  led  to  
t:ne f i r  t  la r g e  s c a le  e r ig r a t io n  from th e i^igdlands in  th e  
mid e i ^ j te e n th  ce n tu r y . Between 17oo and 1775, 10 ,000  
p eop le  l e f t  th e  h igh l- nds fo r  l .a  th . meriop but t h i s  
em igra t ion  was very  d i f f e r e n t  from th a t  vhioh fo llow ed  t / .e  
c lea ra n ce s#  Towards t r e  end o f  the e ig h te e n th  cen tu ry  
la r g e  s c a le  s p e c ia l i s e d  sheep f a n  iny was introdacoc, in to  
Sco tland  wh ich soon roved a more p r o f i t a b le  source o f  
incoi: e to  tn e dig. land land loro  anu taohsruui tnan ta e  l e t  
o f  t h e i r  lands  to  sr e l l  ten a n ts#  l i f t e r  1755 tne  
in tr o d u c t io n  o f  sheep farm ing became the main cause o f  
em igra t ion  from th e  v s  in lard area s  c f  th e  ii.ighlfind r e g io n .  
In soi'e c a se s  th e  peop le  were f o r c i b l y  nd r u t h l e s s l y  
e v ic te d  ana th o s e  who d id no t e r ig r a t e  e i t h e r  went to  th e  
Lowlands or were s e t t l e d  in p oor , ’^s o la t e a  coasta l  tovm:
: s h ip s  which soon becar^e ser lou slj^  con gested  Co/ c i t i  îuj 
were w orst in Sutherland and the e v e n ts  o f  th e s e  t im es  
caused such b i t t e r n e s s  among t ’^ 'o i r h a b i t a n t s  chat th ey
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have never been fo r g o tte n . In the Western I s l e s  the  
in trod u ction  o f  sheep farming was on a much la rg er  sc a le  
in the Inner îfebrides than in the Outer I s l e s .  In the  
former area the people were o ften  driven out o f  the  
d i s t r i c t  a lto g e th e r , in  the la t t e r  case sheep farming had 
l i t t l e  e f f e c t  upon the d is tr ib u tio n  or d en s ity  o f the  
popula tion but there was acute congestion on the land 
n e v e r th e le ss , due to  the fa i lu r e  o f  th e  kelp  in d u stry .
From 1745 u n t i l  1845 the population o f  th e Highlands 
and e s p e c ia lly  o f the Island s increased at an enormous r a te .19 The d is t r e s s  and overpopulation which resu lted  were caused 
by many fa c to r s  which included the fa i lu r e  o f  the kelp  
industry in the f i r s t  quarter o f  th e n ineteen th  cen tury, 
the fa i lu r e  o f the herring industry , and unemployment 
due to  the ce ssa t io n  o f road, b r id ge, and canal b u ild in g .
The death ra te  had been reduced by the reduction o f  the  
in fan t m o rta lity  r a te , by the in o cu la tio n  aga in st smallpox 
and by the c e ssa t io n  o f priva te  wars. Another fa c to r  
which con tributed to  the high density o f the population  
was the oyer dependence on th e potato which had been 
introduced in to  the Hebrides in 1743. By 1820 the  
depression in th e kelp  trade had caused a shortage o f  money 
in  many p laces and the congestion  on the lend which r e su lte d ,  
due to  the su b d iv is io n  o f  hold ings fo r  la n d le ss  c o t ta r s ,  
became a cu te . In th e 1640s a gen eral fa i lu r e  o f  the  
potato crop brought the l iv in g  standards o f  the people to  a
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d a n g ero u s ly  Icr.v ebb ana th e r e  was w id e s .re a d  d i s t r e s s .
In 1640, as a r e s u l t  o f  th e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  luany 
em igran ts  by unscrupulous a g e n t s ,  th e  Govern:lent e s ta b l i s h e d  
a C o lo n ia l  Lane and Em igration x^epartmont to a d v i s e , c o n tr o l  
and a d m in is ter  o n ig r a t io n  e n t e r p r i s o s .  Tiie m a jo r ity  o f
Highl:;nders em ig ra t in g  t r  Canada preferrod to  s e t t l e  in
22 Ca:;e Breton or dr in ce id ward Island  as t h e i r  e a r l i e r  
com p a tr io ts  had done and i t  ;vas o f te n  d i f f i c u l t  to  persuade  
th er  to  move to  no*/; but more f e r t i l e  areas  in Upper Canada.
Economic c o r  l i t  io n s  ii: th e  h ighlands  gonero .lly  
d e t e r i o r a t e d  s t e a d i l y  f r c  1 6 d O  u n t i l  1 8 5 0  but t h e  p o p u la t io n  
con tinued to  in c r e a se  u n t i l  i t  a t ta in ed  i t s  maxlnur o f  
3 9 C  C CO  in  1 6 4 1 .  In 1845 t h e  P o o r  La\; (B oo t l a n d )  i i C t  
was passed in  ordor to  e l l e v i a t o  d i s t r e s s .  I t  provided  
f o r  til© e r e c t io n  o f  p o o r  house 3  iJid Tor tho  ^ r e v is io n  o f  
riediO' 1 a t t e n t i o n .  Under t h i s  a c t  tho Board o f  3 u p e r v is io n  
was s o t  up whoso e x t e n s iv e  o qulry  i n t o  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f
23 th e  peop le  o f  the h igh lan d s  and I s la n d s  In 1851 shoireh th o t  
th er e was o v e r p o p u la t io n , p overty  and even d e s t i t u t i o n  in  
rany o f  jJie c r o f t in g  d i s t r i c t s .  In sorao area s  th e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  door f o r e s t s  w^s an ad I i t i  a i l  f a c t o r  in d ep r iv in g  
c r o f t e r s  o f  a g r ic u l t u r a l  lan d . Em igration was s u g ,o s te d  
as tfie oi^ly f e a s i b l e  s o l u t io n  :ui_extreme c a s e s .
Between 1 8 5 1  a n d  1 3 8 5  o o n d i t i o j i s  i n  t h e  c: o f  t in g  
area s  con tinued  to  d e t e r io r a t e  e s p e c i a l l y  w i th  rev^aro to  
c o n g e s t io n  on th e  land end by 1863 i t  v/as apparen t t n a t
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i f  s e r io u s  tr o u b le  were to  be a ver ted  th e  s i t u a t i o n  would 
r e q u ir e  thorough i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The C rofters*  Commission 
was a c c o r d in g ly  appo in ted in  th a t  year to  en q u ire  in to  th e  
c o n d i t io n  c f  th e  c r o f t e r s  --nd c o t t a r s  in  th e  lilghl^tnds and 
I s la n d s  o f  S c o t la n d . Liany w i t n e s s e s  were ©xan ine i 
throughout th e  r e g io n ,  m ee t in g s  were o a l le c  in  Boinburgli 
and Glasgow and in 1684 th e  i a p i e r  R ep ort, aooompanied by24 fo u r  la r g e  volum es o f  r in u t e s  o f  RVioenoe was p u b lish e d .
T h is  r e p o r t  con ta in ed  important s u g . ; © ns  umder th e  
hear-ings o f : -  la n e ,  f i s h e r i e s  and eoix u a i c a t i o n s , ed u ca t ion  
J u s t i c e ,  deer f o r e s t s  and game, and e d u c a t io n .
The c h i e f  com pla in t  was ti:© sh ortx^ e  o f  land fo r  
s m a l lh o ld e r s .  The Commissi ners sugi^jOsted th a t  th e  tow nship  
(w ith  a Triniirum o f  th r e e  h o ld in g s )  should be a reco g n ised  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  u n i t  p o s s e s s in g  corvion pastu re  r i g h t s  but 
hav ing in d iv id u a l  a re a s  o f  a ra b le  la n d . Improved l e a s e s  
and com pensa tions f o r  improverent s  were su gg ested  but  
s e c u r i t y  o f  ten u re  was no t ad voca ted . I t  was a ls o  
sug^e.jted th a t  th e  Government should be erpowered t o  a cq u ire  
land fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  c r o f t e r s  and tn a t  h o ld in g s  o f  l e s s  
than £20 should no t  be subd iv ided  and h o ld in g s  o f  l e s s  than  
£10 should no t be c o n s t i t u t e d .  The C o iarissi n ers  agreed  
u n a n iro u s ly  th a t  f i s h i n g  could be g r e a t ly  enco iraged and 
th a t  th e  need f o r  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  p i e r s  and th e  iir.prove: 
:rient o f  harbours mid steam er s e r v ic e s  was u r g en t .  I t  
was p o in ted  out th a t  although  ed u ca t io n  had improved
If
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enormously s in ce  the passing o f the Education (Scotland)
Act 1872, n ev er th e less  in the poorest area s, such as 
Barvas Lew is, the school r a te s  were o ften  e x c e s s iv e , the  
compulsory c lau se was v ir tu a l ly  in op era tive and attendances 
seldom q u a lif ie d  fo r  the Government gran t. I t  was 
suggested th a t some deer fo r e s t s  should be restocked w ith  
sheep and c a t t le  and th a t  o th ers , where s u ita b le , should be 
g iven over fo r  c r o fte r  occupa tion. R en tals were exarained 
and su ggestion s made for su ita b ly  sized  f o ld in g s  in  ce r ta in  
- areas. Em igration was advocated, e s p e c ia lly  fo r  the  
Northern Hebrides and p o s s ib ly  for  Sutherland a ls o .
Several members o f the Commission submitted in d iv id u a l 
memorand a . Some objected to  the township su ggestion  and 
deprecated communal p r a c t ic e s  as r e tr o g r e ss iv e , o th ers put 
forward a strong p lea  fo r  th e establishm en t o f club farms 
as a compromise fo r  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  e s ta b lish in g  sm all 
farms in stead  o f sm all h o ld in g s . As a r e s u lt  o f t h is  
report the C rofters Act was passed in 1886 which i s  s t i l l  
the most important Act ever passed concern ing the tenure o f  
land in th e c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s .
25,26
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2 .  CONDITIONS IN IVEST LEIVIS BEFORE 1886
The establishm en t o f  the c r o ft in g  system brought 
no revo lu tion ary  changes in the l iv e s  o f  the people o f  Lewis 
-uring the eighteen th  cen tury. The p ro p r ie to rs, tho 
Seaforth fam ily , whose v.eans were not un lim ited , a s s is te d  
th e ir  ten an ts as much as they could by, fo r  example, 
erec tin g  spinn ing sch oo ls and, when n ecessary , provid ing  
ch a r ity  fo r  the poor. A few sheep farms were e s ta b lish ed  
but there were no large sc a le  c learan ces as on the lùainland* 
By the end of the cen tury, Lewis was s t i l l  inhab ited by a 
race o f hardy people who liv ed  sim ple, p rim itive  and 
iso la te d  l i v e s  in ru ra l communities. Subsistence  
a g r icu ltu re  alone could not support them and they depended 
a lso  on f is h in g  and on in d u str ie s  such as kelp  manufacture, 
spinn ing and weaving and the making of coarse p o ttery .
The con d ition  o f a g r icu ltu re  in Lewis a t  the beginn ing  
o f  the n ineteen th  cen tury was undoubtedly very p r im itiv e .
The in f ie ld  and o u tf ie ld  oorrrunal method o f c u lt iv a t io n  
was gradually  being replaced by the establishm en t o f 
in d iv id u a l hold ings or c r o f ts  but the arable land remained 
unfenced and the h i l l  graz ing continued to  be used in  
oonmon. The d e sc r ip tio n s  o f West Lewis conta ined in the  
Old S t a t i s t i c a l  ^ c o u n t  fo r  Scotland and in  the rep orts o f  
Walker (1806) and Macdonald (1611) agree th a t v ir tu a l ly  no 
progress had been made in a gr icu ltu re  s in c e  the is lan d  was 
v is it e d  by Dean îionro in 1594. In h is  report to  the Board
trf:" %' a' - : . ' - _' : " - - . '--  ^ --I -i- • : •a  37
O f  i\griou ltu ré in 1811, James ^nodonald described Lewis asK- ' 28 ^ **incomparably the most backward in a g r icu ltu re  and in th e
general s t a t e o f  the in h ab itan ts o f a l l  the Western I s l e s . ” 
The only improvements th a t had been made were the in tro :
i: V V :duction o f p o ta toes and th e portion ing out o f a few o f  the  
tenants* lands in to  in d iv id u a l hold ings: elsew here the
arable land was s t i l l  held in  runrig . There were no o ther  
improvements and the con d ition  o f  the people had d e ter iora ted  
w ith  the rap id in crea se  in  popula tion . The is lan d  was 
s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  in  gra in in s p it e  o f ser io u s  mismanagement 
and the i l l i c i t  d i s t i l l a t i o n  o f  wh isky. The main crops 
grown were o a ts  and b a r ley , f la x  and p o ta to es . The land 
was c u ltiv a ted  by spade, by oaschrom or by th e  use o f si a l l
ploughs drawn by as many as four h orses. C a tt le , sheep
and horses were a l l  sm all and o f poor q u a l ity . Tlie manures 
used were dung and seaweed, and tha tch  from the ro o fs  o f  the 
h ou ses.
Macdonald*3 d e scr ip tio n  o f  the l iv in g  con d ition s  o f  
the people was expressed in strong term s:-  
"Dwelling houses, d r e ss , food and general accommodation 
"are the most wretched imaginable throughout the v/hole 
"range of the country d i s t r i c t .  So v i l e  indeed are the  
"dw ellings in  gen eral th a t we cannot en ter  upon a 
" descrip tion  o f them. S u ffic e  i t  to  observe th a t the
"houses are cleaned out only  once a year , fo r  tho purpose
"of manuring th e land w ith  what p o llu ted  con ten ts the
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"most H otten tot economy had c o lle c te d  in them during the  
"whole season . In sh ort i t  would be d isg u stin g  to  
"mention in d e t a i l  the dom estic and a g r ic u ltu r a l  
"barbarism o f those poor p eop le, who seem to  have 
"made no advances in c i v i l i s a t i o n  or comfort s in ce  
"the reign  of %ueen Mary."
31 F ish ing had been introduced in to  Lewis in  the  
seven teen th  century when Lord Beaforth brought a number 
o f  Dutch fisherm en to  Stornoway. By the end o f the  
eigh teen th  cen tury w hite f ish in g  was gen eral a l l  round 
Lewis and each township had i t s  quota o f b o a ts . In 
West Lewis Barvas and Kess concentrated on dog f i s h  from 
which o i l  was extracted fo r  sa le  in Stornoway. In the  
la t t e r  part o f the e igh teen th  century herring f is h in g  
developed g r e a t ly  in Lewis w ith  Loch Hoag as the main 
f is h in g  ground, and in connection w ith  t h is  industry n e t  
making, using home grown hemp, provided con siderable  
employment lo c a l ly .  Deep sea herring f is h in g , however, 
could not develop very fa r  u n t i l  b e tte r  boate and gear 
were a v a ila b le  and th is  d id not take p lace  u n t i l  la t e  in  
th e n in e teen th  cen tury. The west co a st o f  Lewis lagged  
fa r  behind the ea s t  and, although many lo c a l  men were 
employed in herring f i s h in g , i t  was o fte n  as members o f  
mainland crew s, thus a la rg e  share o f th e  p r o f it s  l e f t  
the is la n d . White f is h in g , on the other hand, was 
carried on almost e n t ir e ly  from lo c a l b o a ts , and s h e l l
T-'
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f i s h  a lso  con tributed g r e a t ly  to  the value o f  the f ish in g  
industry  in Le .^vis. The importance o f the f is h in g  industry  
in  Barvas a t the end o f  the e igh teen th  century can be seen  
from the fa c t  th a t  out o f a t o t a l  population o f 2006 in26 in 1797, there were 340 fisherm en from the 439 fa m i l ie s .30 Kelp ipanufaoture was l e s s  importent in Lewis than 
in  the southern is la n d s  o f the Hebrides, and in Lewis the  
parish  o f Barvas procuoed the sm a llest quan tity  o f t h is  
product. I t  was the d ec lin e  o f  the kelp industry a f te r  
1820 th a t f i r s t  sen t people to  the f is h in g  in  the e a s t  o f  
Scotland and although Lewis su ffered  le s s  in  t h i s  resp ect  
than the other Hebridean is la n d s , i t  too was adversely  
a ffe c te d .
Unlike kelp  manufacture the t e x t i l e  in d u str ie s  o f  
the is la n d s  were true home and hand in d u s tr ie s . # ith  
fem ale in stead  o f  male labour, they gave id e a l ly  su ita b le  
employment fo r  th e otherw ise id le  w in ter months and they  
s a t is f ie d  the dom estic requirem ents w ith a sm all surplus 
a v a ila b le  fo r  exp ort. Woollen t e x t i l e  in d u str ie s  were not30 however, developed in  Lewis on a commercial sc a le  u n t i l  
the middle o f th e 19th cen tury, ?dien Lady Dunmore did much 
to  improve the process o f the production o f  w oollen  c lo th .  
The beg inn ings o f  the Harris tweed industry r e a l ly  da te  
from her e f fo r t s  in t h is  sphere. F lax  spinn ing was never
developed on any s c a le  in the Long Island although26
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f s .1 Qokenzle had e s ta b l i s h e d  two sp in n in g  s c h o o ls  a t  
Barvas n t th e  end o f  th e  18th cen tu ry .
The o o n o l t io r s  in  Vest Lew is in  th e  e a r ly  1 8 4 0 s ,  
as d e scr ib ed  by th e  p a r ish  m in i s t e r s  f o r  th e  new B t a t i s t i c a i  
A ccoun t, show few changes or improvements s in c e  th e  
b eg in n in g  o f  th e  cen tury* The m in i s t e r s  s t r e s s e d  th e  
problems a tten d a n t  on th e  g r e a t  in c r e a s e  in  th e  p o p u la t io n  
w h ich , as  th e y  e x p la in e d , th e  land a lon g  was q u it e  unable  
t o  su p p o r t* T h is  d eca d e , however, brought g r e a t  crianges 
th e  i s la n d .  In 1845 th e  D is r u p t io n  oocurrod unu t h i s  
W&3 Of g r e a t  im portance in  Lew is s in c e  raost o f  the
p a r is h io n e r s  jo in ed  th e  Free Church* T h is  Church mat o
n oble  e f f o r t s  to  improve ed u ca t io n  but u n fo r tu n a t e ly  i t s  
lab ou rs were l i t t l e  a p p rec ia ted  and th e  s c h o o ls  which were  
e s ta b l i s h e d  were very  p o o r ly  a t te n d ed . In 1844 a major
even t  occurred in  Lew is v^hen the is la n d  was bought by31
S i r  James Matheson f o r  th e  sum o f  £190 ,000  i . e .  a t  9 /4  
per a c r e .  The annual re n t  a t  t h a t  tim e amounted to  
£ 1 0 ,6 8 1  ( in c lu d in g  salmon f i s h i n g s  and s h o o t in g s )  which  
was co n tr ib u ted  by 2 ,1 0 0  te n a n t s  as f o l l o w s : -
Pay ing under £1 per annum 125" between £1 -  £ 2 : 1 0 / -  p .a .  515" " £ 2 : 1 0 / - £5 p . a .  1 ,29 9£5 -  £10 p .a .  129£10 -  £30 " 18" £30 -  £100 " 21" " £100 -  £250 " 4" " £250 -  £600 " 12 , l l 0
ft ft
Tt ft
ft
31
I t  has been note; above th a t  the c o n d i t io n  o f  the 
p eop le  had been d e t e r io r a t in g  s t e a d i l y  s in c e  th e  e a r ly  
p ert o f  th e  ce n tu r y . T he ir  numbers had in crea sed  r a p id ly ,  
a g r ic u l t u r a l  land had becom^ s e r io u s ly  con gested  and 
im poverished and subs d ia r y  so u rces  o f  employment had 
e o l in e d . Soon a f t e r  th e  e s t a t e  changed hands th e  
i s la n d e r s  were in  a s t a t e  o f  extreme p overty  and d e s t i t u :
: t io n  brought about by th e  p o ta to  fam ine o f  1646 and on w a r is .
S i r  James 'a th e s o n  expended v a s t  sums o f  money in  
Lev/is. p a r t i c u l a r l y  betw een 1646 and 1850 , in  a ttem p ts  to  
provid e employment and t o  improve th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  th e  
p e o p le .  Between 1849 and 1051 a l l  th e  c r o f t s  were 
su rv ey ed , r e - a l lo c a t e d  and reva lu ed : th e  l a s t  v e s t i g e s
o f  th e  tr u e  ru n r ig  system  were v i r t u a l l y  a b o l ish ed  and 
th e  te n a n t s  ob ta ined  in d iv id u a l  c r o f t  h o ld in g s .  i-s e a r ly  
a s  1850, however, th e r e  were 800 l a n d le s s  c o t t s rs* in  Lewi^ 
and as th e  land a lon e  o b v io u s ly  could n o t  support a l l  th e  
p eop le  i t  was e s s e n t i a l  f o r  some to  go to  th e  e a s t  c o a s t  
f i s h i n g ,  fo r  some t o  e m ig r a te ,  and fo r  some t o  seek  
employment fu r th e r  so u th .
The e x t e n t  o f  th e  Matheson E s ta te  in  1851 and th e  
r e n t a l  o f  i t  are shoivn b e lo w :-23
I a th eso n  E s ta t e  1851 (a lm o st  a l l  Lew is)
Lane under c r o f t e r s  258 ,958  a c r e s” " farms 65 ,969  "" " d eer  f o r e s t s  p lu s  G rim ersta 75 ,1 0 5  ”Town la n d s ,  g l e b e s ,  s c h o o ls  e t c .  4.146. "
404 ,180  "
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l o s t  o f  th e  farmec land in Lew is was in  Gtornoway 
p a r ish  and most o f  th e  sp o r t in g  land in th e  h i l l 1er  
southern part o f  th e  i s la n d .  In ,^est Lew is th e  r:a.1ority 
o f  land V78S oocupied by s n a i l  te n a n t s  w ith  an e v e r -  
in crei sin.^ nunber o f  c o t t a r s  and s q u a t t e r s .  The t a b l e23belcv; shows tl a t t o t a l  r e n t s  in Lew is had been in crea sed  
s in c e  1844 but a t th e  seme tim e S i r  James sp en t  v a s t  sums 
c f  money on improvement schemes and cn em igra t ion  p ro ject:
■bar o f  R a te ­payers R en ts a s se s se d  on ^^gregate amount o f  ren t
042 Under £5 £ 1 ,9 9 6 :  0: o97 £5 -  £10 587: 2; 705 £10 -  £20 602; 6: 529 £20 -  £30 654: 2% 220 £30 -  £40 671:15: 09 £40 -  £50 365:10: 023 £50 -  £100 1 ,6 7 9 :  7: 86 £100 -  £200 6 3 9 :1 1 :  0
891
S ir  James * lands endhouse property  4 ,5 8 2 :  6s 4
£ 1 2 ,57cS Is  2
The improvements which d ir  Janes I a th eson  f  i: ancec. 
included read end b r id g e  b u i ld in g ,  f e n c in g ,  land rec la : a t l o  
a g r ic u l t u r a l  improvements aiid th e  e s ta b l i sh ia e n t  o f  w eek ly  
sea commun ication w ith  Glasgov/. In a d d i t io n  he s e t  up 
b r ick  Y/orks, f i s h  cu rin g  houses and a ch em ica l v/orks to  
malie p a r a f f in  o i l  from p e a t ;  he f in a n ced  in d u s t r i a l  cjiid 
o th er  s c h o o l s ,  he a s s i s t e d  e n ig r a t  i o n , he employed as much 
l o c a l  labour as he could f o r  e s t a t e  work and on h i s  forms  
and sh o o t in g  lo d g e s ,  and when n e c e s sa r y  he provided money
-':w
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fo r  the poor in  th e form o f ch a r ity .
a y  His expend iture was as fo llo w s :-
C astle b u ild in g s , grounds and p o l ic ie s  . . .  £110,495B uild ings and land reclam ation  ............................99,720Roads end b r id g e s     . . .  . . 25,590Brie W orks  ....................  ........................ ................. • 6 ,000Paten t s l ip   ..................................................... .. 5 ,000B u lls  fo r  improvement o f  cro fters*  stock  . . .  1 ,200F ish  curing houses  ......... .. 1 ,000Quay fo r  steam ers at S torn ow ay.............. . . . . .  8 ,225Chemical works fo r  p araffin  o i l  from peat . .  33,000Shooting lodges ...............     19,300Gas Company.........................................    350Water Company....................      1,150l e a l , seed p o ta toes e tc   ........................   33,000
£ 339,030
For many years S ir  James had th e m ail con trac t  
between U llap ool and Stornoway end he did much to  improve 
the islan d  *s communications both w ith  the mainland and 
in te r n a lly .
ti.r - In sp i t e  o f a l l  S ir  James* a s s is ta n c e  l i t t l e  m a ter ia l
progress or improvement r e su lted : S ir  James h im self referred
to  the h e lp le ssn e s s  o f  th e peop le, to  th e ir  in a b i l i t y  to  
earn a liv e lih o o d  and to  th e ir  re fu sa l to  "labour w ith  p ick  
or spade." For many o f h is  improvement schemes S ir  Janes 
had to  import labourers from elsew here y et many o f h is  
ten a n ts , who had large fa m i l ie s ,  were in  arrears o f  ren t 
and were l i v i ng on t in y  p lo t s  o f  ill-m a naged land* At the  
same time they refused t o surrender th e ir  lend s and were 
re lu c ta n t  to  em igra te . Between 1844 and 1850 S ir  James 
financed the exodus o f  2 ,331 people from Lewis but the  
prospect O f  permanent em igration did not appeal to  many.
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(Append ix). The ev id en ce  o f  w i t n e s s e s  (quoted in  th e83appendix o f th e  M cNeill Report (1851)) shows c le a r ly  th a t  
the Lewis people had taken advantage o f  the g en ero s ity  o f  the  
p rop rietor and th a t the d is tr ib u tio n  o f ch a r ity  had denK)rallse< 
them to the ex ten t th a t  they would not accep t work even when 
i t  was o f f e r ed to  them. The M cNeill Report a lso  advocated 
em igration as an e s s e n t ia l  so lu tio n  to  the problems o f  Lew is.
A fter  a tim e i t  was found im possib le to  con tinue  
improvements on the cro fters*  lands a t the grea t expense o f  
the i n i t i a l  schemes s in ce  arrears o f  ren t were not always 
paid o f f  and in te r e s t  due was o ften  la t e .  The improvements é 
on the farms gave a b e t te r  return in every way and were thus 
continued fo r  a longer tim e.
iiS the n in eteen th  century progressed so the  
population problems o f Lewis increased fo r , in  s p ite  o f  
poverty and unemployment, the m ajority o f  the in h ab itan ts  
p referre to  remain w ith in  th e ir  own is la n d  in stead  o f
em igrating or seeking employment e lsew h ere. Thus land
>■congestion  became a c r i t i c a l  issu e  and by 1881 there were 
8,790 c r o f t s ,  as w e ll as 36 farms, in Lewis as compared 
w ith  a t o t a l  o f  8,100 hold ings in 1644. I t  i s  true th a t 
w ith in  t h is  period some o f the sheep farms which had been 
esta b lish ed  by the S eaforth s v/ere cleared  fo r  deer fo r e s ts  
but t h is  had only a lim ited  e f f e c t  upon West Lew is.
However, t h is  p ra c tice  was b i t t e r ly  resen ted throughout the  
island and the cro fters*  p r o te s ts  led to  a s e r ie s  o f  en q u ir ies
■.w.>
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which la sted  from 1872 to  1893. These en q u iries  e sta b lish ed  
th a t there had been much h igh ly  undesirable su b d iv is io n  o f  
hold in gs th a t v/ere already too sm all and i t  was poin ted out 
34 th a t th ere  had been no in crea ses in ren t fo r  over twenty
y ea rs , th e  average in 1880 being on ly  £ 2 :1 8 /-  per hold ing,
y ie ld in g  a t o t a l  r e n ta l from a l l  c r o fts  o f  £8,104: 5: 7d.
In s p ite  o f th e ir  sm all s iz e  more than one fam ily  was l iv in g  
on many o f  the h o ld in g s . The c a t t le  and sheep were o f  
in fe r io r  q u a l ity , th e former u su a lly  o f the Highland breed, 
the la t t e r  being nondescript b lack-faced  an im als. The 
sc a r c ity  o f  pasture and o f fe e d in g -s tu f fs  in w in ter  made 
i t  p o ss ib le  to  keep many more c a t t le  in summer than in  
w in ter , end fo r  t h is  purpose the s h ie lin g s  were s t i l l  w idely  
. used. In general the stock  was badly managed, th e common
grazing lands were overstocked and breed ing was carried  on
in a very hap-hazard fa sh io n . Methods o f  c u lt iv a t io n  and 
o f manuring were p r im itiv e  and the crops o f o a t s , bere and 
po ta toes were seldom grown in proper r o ta t io n . Two areas 
o f good s o i l  ex is ted  in  West Lew is, v i z .  N ess, a d en sely  
s e t t le d  area , producing e s p e c ia lly  good crops o f b a r ley , 
and Barvas which had an ex ten s iv e  machair used fo r  
c u lt iv a t io n  and fo r  graz in g .
The t h ir t y - s ix  farms in  Lewis brought in an annual
ren t o f £ 4 ,8 7 8 : ll:1 0 d . in  1880. They were m ostly devoted
to  the rearing o f  sheep (C hev io ts, B lack-faced and cro sses)34
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and ca A t le  ( iligliland ) .  I '  Stornoway p a r ia h , however.
g e n e r a l  s y s te m a t ic  a c r lc a l t u r e  was p r a c t i s e d .  C ro p s  o f
o a t s , tu r n ip s ,  hay and p a stu re  v/ere grcr.vn in  r o t a t i o n s  o f
from f i v e  to  seven  y e a r s ;  sheep were kept anci a ls o
A yrsh ire  c a t t l e *  About 1 ,5 0 0  c a t t l e  v/ere s e n t  av/ay f r o r
Lev/is a n n u a lly  and about 200 were s la u g h tered  in  Stornov7ay.
The p r ic e s  ob ta ined  were as f o l l o w s : -
Formers* s to c k  -  fr o n  £ 6 : 1 0 / -  per head C ro fters*  " " £ 2 :1 0 : 0 c . -  £ 6 : 1 0 / -  per headOld cows from £3 -  £5 per head.
The Lo//is farm ers v/ere more in t e r e s t e d  in  sheep  
thrn in  c a t t l e  and tlie  p r in c ip a l  sheep farms wore Fork, 
Lynshaoer end Galson (Barvas p a r i s h ) .  On such w e l l  
ir.ana^^ ed sheep f a r  s , lambs and c a s t  ewes were so ld  a n n u a lly .  
The r e n t s  ranged from 9d . er  ecrc  ^ f o r  th e  g r a z in g s  and 
h ea ther h i l l s ,  3 /6  per head fo r  tacksm en*s sheep (C hev iot  
and c r o s s  b reed s)  on improved g ra z in g  la n d , an. 1 / 3 d .per  
head from c r o f te r s *  sm a ll  b la ck  fa c e t  sheep on the same 
g r a z in g .  r a b l e  land c o s t  between 5 / -  and 1 5 / -  per a c r e ,  
accord lug to  qu l i t y .
S tock: Barvas P a r i sh 1881 & 1862
C ro fte r s  1861 C ro fte r s  1662 Farms IG i1 Farms 1882
Horses 549 580 4 V
C a t t le 3 ,5 9 1 3 ,4 2 1 47 71
Sheep 14 ,23 8 1 3 ,7 9 5 1 ,7 1 6 1 ,6 4 3
P ig s 300 285 4 2
J-' ' ' /'" ' "■ ' ■ ’ ' '
37
K These f ig u r e s  show th a t ,  w ithout doubt, th e cro fters*
( lands were very crowded and th a t l i t t l e  ex tra  land wasA
t  a v a ila b le  for  them w ith in  the l im it s  o f th e ir  own p arish .Lr Galson farm was th e  only  area remaining which could be taken
over fo r  cro fters*  h o ld in g s.  ^ .
In 1883, when the Napier commissioners v is i t e d24Lev/is, the evidence provided showed th a t tho whole is lan d
L- was "seeth ing in a chron ic s ta te  o f  d isco n ten t" . The 
acute congestion  and ser io u s  overcrowding must have been 
la r g e ly  o f th e islan d ers*  own making fo r  they had 
co n stan tly  sub-d ivided th e ir  hold ings in d efian ce o f e s ta te  
r e g u la t ions * In some p arts o f Lewis sm allholders had 
e a r l ie r  been removed to  make room fo r  sheep farms and deer  
fo r e s ts  but t h is  only a ffe c te d  West Lew is to  the ex ten t  
th a t a few ev ic ted  ten an ts had been s e t t le d  in th e ir  
tow nships. The general com pla ints o f  th e Lewis c r o fte r s  
were sim ila r  to  th ose from c r o fte r s  elsew here. Their main 
grievances w ere:-
. ay-.,: (1) The e v ic t io n  o f people in  South Lewis fo r  deer  
fo r e s t s .
(2) The s h if t in g  o f  townships and o f in d iv id u a ls  w ith  
no compensation fo r  iniprovements.
(3) Poor land , sm all l o t s  and over-crowd ing.
(4) E xcessive r e n ts .
(5) No se c u r ity  o f ten u re.
(6) No red ress  o f  gr iev a n ces .
Æî:
■
- ,
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I t  was poin ted out by some w itn e sse s  th a t there  
was very l i t t l e  evidence o f  the former p rosp erity  sa id  to  
have e x is te d  on the in d iv id u a l lo t s  o f land, th a t the  
land was undoubtedly badly managed and th a t a g r ic u ltu r a l  
iBethods were very p r im it iv e . The Rev.fitrachan, Barvas, 
sa id th a t the cr o fte r s  had not  reaped the fu l l  b e n e f it  
designed fo r  them by the p rop rietor . For example, in  
1872, the Barvas c r o fte r s  had been made to  erec t b e tte r  
d w ellin g houses and were a s s is te d  by the proprietor to  do 
so; before long the houses had returned to  th e ir  o r ig in a l  
p r im itive  and in sa n ita ry  co n d itio n . Leases had been made
a v a ila b le  in 1879 but very few had troubled to  secure thorn.
In 1883 Lewis con ta ined 2,946 c r o fte r s  and a t l e a s t  804 
c o tta rs  or subtenan ts. A grea t many Lewis hold ings  
co n s isted  o f  approxim ately 5 acres o f  arable land and a
share in  the common graz in gs on which i t .  was p o ss ib le  to
keep 3 cows and fo llo w e r s , 1 horse and from 20 to  30 sheep. 
Such a hold ing m ight ju st support one fam ily  but in  many 
oases two or th ree households were l iv in g  on i t .  I t s  ren t 
was about £3 p lus 1 6 /-  fo r  r a te s  and road money. The 
Chamberlain o f the Lew is E sta te  pointed out th a t ren ts^ in  
Lewis were lower than anywhere e l s e  in  Scotland: and th a t
#ery few in crea ses had been mace w ith i n recen t y e a r s . In 
h is  view a reasonable hold ing would requ ire to  c o n s is t  o f  
6 - 1 0  acres o f  arable land w ith 400 -  700 acres o f  pasture: 
in t h is  case the e n t ir e  is lan d  could not s a t i s f y  the wants :
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o f i t s  in h a b i t  c u t s .  Ot or ' / i tn e s s e n  e i t i r e l y  ci isaareeu  "J.itf; 
t h e s e  vievis:  ti^ey s u g : .  e ^ t r C  t h a t  th e  r - e t e r i a r : - t l o n  of
c o n d i t io n s  in Lew is vcjs no f  u l - o f  t' e • s lan t .s  -aid th a t  t  ore  
v;as ample Isnd a v a i l o b le  fo r  l o t 9 o f  fro  h5 -  ^7  r e n t ,  
in i t s  rep o r t  th e  Hap ier Cornrission su ggested  t  a t fro: < t  iu
a c r e s  of a ra b le  land v/ero d e s ir a b le  per h o la in g  (a g r ee la  ’;itJ 
th e  v iew  o f  th e  Cria^berlain o f  Lew is i anci th a t  so or Id
support 6 to  1C head o f  c a t t l e  end 40 t o  5c sh eep .
Lewis 1W3
ren ta l
Pariah  
Barvas 
Btornorruy 
Loci: 3  
U%
Lewis
Holders 
C rofters 612
Cottars 87
D ell f i l lLands
foisonTack
Glebesetc*
popula tion  
5,325  
10,369  
0,284  
3 ,4   ^
25.467
p arish  per .reaa 
1-/1Je3,8l5 
114,490  
f 4 ,159 
L5,C71 
L26,9H7 
Holdings and hent e I s 2 
ores
27/11
13/3
2 0 / 1
005^
Tota l Left 
^2,3 C: 4: o
IÙO
7290
9 4 0
3 1 5 :  ^
..or Of., , 0  
parish  per w._.d 
69,354 iJ .a
37,552
1/ ,4'^  4
155,4 71 
437, 1
arvan ;; 1*1 Ci. 1 .
'JH
O
heat per ,-^ cro_ 
7  ^ .
for  t,r;iblc r.i h i l l  n. t'JG
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3 . COMDITIONS IN WEST SUTHBRLAM) BEFORE 1886
xiS West Sutherland i s  one o f the rem otest parts o f  
the mainland o f Sco tland, i t  i s  not su rp risin g  tha t i t  was 
the la s t  to  rece iv e  the b e n e f it s  o f  the more s e t t le d  
con d ition s which came to  the Highlands fo llo w in g  the r is in g  
o f  1745# Even in the ea r ly  n ineteen th  cen tury vrtien develop:
;ment8 were proceed ing in the south ea st o f  the county, the  
north west co a st remained v ir tu a l ly  unknown and very  
in a c c e s s ib le , being e f f e c t iv e ly  iso la te d  by the high moan:
2 ta in s  o f the Reay Forest and by the numerous lochs and bogs 
which i t  co n ta in s .
The d e sc r ip tio n s  o f «est Sutherland in the Old
and 1795 thus they provide a valuable and in te r e s t in g  record  
o f pre-Clearance days ana, in the ca se  o f Durness and 
E d d r a c h il lis , before they passed from the hands o f  the i^ay  
fam ily  to  become a part o f the Sutherland e s ta t e s  in 1629#
In those days the people were fa r  more dependent on the sea  
than they  are today. A ll transport was by sea as not one 
proper road or bridge ex is ted  throughout th is  la rg e  reg ion .
A few people only were employed on the kelp  shores but a l l  
were engaged in f is h in g  both fo r  dom estic use and fo r  export. 
Small f is h in g  s ta t io n s  ex isted  a t Rispond, (D urness), a t 
Gulag, (Looh invef) ,  a t Gulkein- rumbeg and on some o f the  
sea lo c h s . Salmon were fish ed  com m ercially on the ik>pe,
-rI-'I.<rr
I 4I-
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. i r - i  ; : r c  , i p * x f o r « - : ,  l :  c : . :  Pv ( L-, V o r  r i v e r 3 .  .jI:.. . : c :  t t i e
i v ' . r  1-.' : _  t  e  . I n  % u r c o  o T  i n c o m  e  t o  w x -  o r 3
b u t  r i c e  o u t ; ,  i n c c .  i'or t n o  ?/,- 3  r ; . . i i i n , _ ,  • o r  t l ' i o
t ; . c ' ' ‘"n " " e r e  I V v o u r i n  • r b e - i n 6:t e  : , i ’o r  r  I c n  ■• a o h  o f  
I  I  %' 1  1' e  ■‘ ■'f’ r t l y  s u  i t  o f  .  . a c H  b i  u ' r. b c i ' l  ' r v;- n
u r :  1 - f  n r f ' s t  - s  i -  h u u  I " ’- y s  .  l 5 C ; l ' : t  i o n  o
t v  ’ • Ï • h\ .'r f v v / b •■ CiV. b e  uVr. i n i n h i t n n t s  f o r  o y r n - %  f r o r  t i e
g r e ? / v .  ; b - r c e  f?'- 'r/  b i n  * o c  :% o b  t o o n s  , • j. n ..
H; vT ' : t r o . v  ' I- '  - o v c i  l b  : n i l  CO. -■■' ■ ' ; /  c t  '  •■ c ^ ' y i l o t e
1  c k  o f  GO'":: u ü i c . n t f  C O S , n o  r e y u l r  r  ; o s t  1  f î . - c l l î t i c - . n , n o  
r c  u » r v i o o r . ,  i n r v ^ -  • ' c  J / n . t  r . c l i o c l s  .• I r . o n u v n . .  y  n t l y
t . l n c e n  i p .  . I t  ' . r n  .J" t  o  p e c  I r  . l l v t n . .
i :  3 6 " p i e  t l u .  c .  ( ( e c u 3 c s  t !  o r  ' -1- i :  i c e t l c r  f r c  t h e s e
a q c o u  : b o  t i r U u  % ' n  - o t  e  . < e \  o f  .x i v l j i ^  e  r e r y  u i l l  e r e i i t  
f r o . : t h a t  o f  s i e l i u i • 
u ; : n t s  o f  S c o t l a n d  -
T h o  c o ^ -  I :  o r  o f  t r e  c o u n t y  i n  1 6 1 2  f  u s e r  j . b e d
f u l l y  b y  I t e r  o r s o n  " ’> m -  n n l t l ) i   ^ f o r  z)\e B c a r ( '  r   ^ - r l :oB
:  c u l t u r e . t  t h  t i r e  * r ^ r ; f o l e  I n  : 7 : n  l e t  b y  t h e  b o l l
s o v v i n g  i l  b o l l  o f  b e r o  s e e -  s o i n  a p  r o x i r t a t e l y  1  a c r e )  
a m .  t h e  r e n t  o f  p e s t - u } *  ' I n n t l  v.u c a l c u l n t e a  b y  t h e  n u r . b e r  
o f  c u t t l e  i t  w o u l d  r ] u  h ; ' b  * i n  u r i r g  t h e  s i r  r  e r  r ^ o n t h s .
T h e  a i ' - t n l e  l a n d  \ ; n s  o f t e n  l e t  i n  o r ; .  1 1  l o t s  o f  1 - 3 0  acres 
o r  b o l l  s o i ;  I n g e ,  e a c h  p r o p r i e t o r  h a i v i n y  a  p r o  p o r t  i o i j  o f  
i n t o  .ui p a s t u r e  w i t h  t h e  u p l n m t  g r a z i n r s  p n a t u r e d  I n  c o r z i i . o n ,
39
I'"
tu e  tv;": of  t e  ' L e i : : . so. .. 6 ;; ::e; u uy':c. The c - t t i e
"ere *'’or:tly yoc.r yiial Lt.> b i  cn c u t t l e  wîiion l a t e r  were
rr ,1 on by e s t  : : I :‘ lc n; b reed . The ori.yuu .1 :er? y
sbe-'- 1 T m f l e c k s  r-' j c r t s , fo r  wbic" B n tber l  v.'v.s
ore-' or. - ,  —ore b i l l e d  o f f  by r o t  and sorb d ioo: cc ■ ?v 
1C C . ._b>lt lvu.t irr. w r - s  v e r y  s i r  o le  , e r  pec 1 a l l y  *' u r r e s s  
and >•■ or 111 i s , ' Tie I e t' o c ‘s c b r c  s s t i l l  w id e ly  usod • 
Crop ' r- jei e r t  was n s u - l l y  poor ?'-.nd y i e l d s  were lew* The 
m  j •■-rures u s e  were dur g en., serweec : l i r e  s to r e  * :■ u
% .'j la.b . • In ssyn.t err . urne se , a l s o  s h e l l  n a r l  fro:: j o^o 
i3crrall< in th e  l e t t e r  p l a c e . The houses o f  tV:e :;c' I t l iy
f  Hin.ers v;ero good or:, cw' fort . ,  b i e  but t: e s r n l l  te n a n t  a 
l : v e  . u bare s u b s isru n e  l e v e l  in very s i :  p ie  e v /e l i i i .^ s .
i i  I C u c  C h o v l o i .  s i n  o p  v/eiw.-  i n  t r o d . c e t  i n t o  J u t h e r i t a i c i  
f r o  b c r t b u r i b e r l a n d  e r d  b y  1 0 2 5  I r r v w  s c a l e  s h e e p  f . r r  i i i g  
h r t  s p r o a  t h r u u p j i o u t  t h e  c o u n t y *  v b e  i l i , j ; h l a i i d  J l e a r  n  c e s
21
' '"h ! ob. h e  a n  i r  J u t l ' e r l n n d  i n  1 0 0 7  w e r e  u r d o u b t e ' ;  l y  c  - ' ^ r i e d  
o u t  i n  t h r t  c o u n t y  v ' i t h  t h e  j r c a t e s t  s e v e r i t y :  c o r  s o y  r e n t  ly
t h e y  hxxvo a c i u i r e c  p u b l i c i t y  a n d  n u c h  n o t o r i e t y .
?e  ■' r i t c r o  p l a c e  t h e  f u l l  r o s p c n s i b i l i t y  o n  o i t b e r  t h e  
l a :  l o r  s  o r  t h e  s h e e p  f a r r i e r s ;  m o s t  b l : w e  i s  I t  i d  o n  t h e  
f a c t o r  o f  t h e  e s t a t e s .  a t r i c h  h o l l a r ,  t h e n  u n d e r  f a c t o r
v; : . : -  h e l ^ ’ r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  w o r s t  o u t r a ; :  e s  i n  c o n n e c t  i c i :  
w i t :  t h e : a  o l e a r r n o o s  : r i  i n  I c l  w a s  t r i e c  i n  I n v e r n e s s  
o n  a  c h a r y e  o f  c u l p a b l e  I i o n i c i c e  a m :  f i r e  r a i s i n g #  * ie  was 
u c ^ i U i t t e d  b u t  ’v r . s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  r c i ) O V . u c ;  f i * o n  o f f i c e .
James Loch was appointed factor soon after th is  and he has40described the work in "^ The Sutherland Iznproveinents*  ^
published in 1820.
The northwest appears to  have su ffered  lo s s  than 
the so u th ea st. I t  was cleared n e v e r th e le ss , the e f f e c t s  
being le s s  ob v iou sly  apparent as i t  never supported laore 
than a very sparse popu la t io n  and i t  already possessed  
an c ien t and ex ten s iv e  deer fo r e s t s .  Aasynt was the f i r s t  
part o f the northwest o f  Sutherland to  be c lea red . The 
people were removed from a l l  the upland p arts except Elph in  
and Knookan and those who d id not em igrate were s e t t le d  on 
the coa st mainly between Lochinver and hhu Steer* In 1811 
LochInver was planned as a d e f in i t e  v i l la g e  cen tre fo r  the  
region  and developed as a f is h in g  sta tion *  i i l l  the removals 
on the Sutherland e s ta te  were completed by 1820, by which 
tim e th e runrig system  had been v ir tu a l ly  abolished so th a t  
a l l  tenan ts now held th e ir  lands d ir e o t ly  from the lan d lord. 
The sheep farmers alone had d e f in i t e  le a s e s ,  u su a lly  fo r  
19 yea rs , w h ile  the sm allholders were annual tenan ts a t w i l l  
which gave them no se c u r ity  and no in cen tiv e  to  make 
improvements.
S im ilar changes and clearan ces were made on the Heay 
E s ta te s . The in te r io r  was converted in to  seven grea t sheep  
farms and the people were removed to  the c o a s ts  a t Scourie  
and near to  the mouths o f Lochs Inchard and E riboll*  Each 
tenan t was g iven  two Scotch acres o f  arable land w ith
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41 add i t i (  Tial h i l l  pa3tu i‘e .  Ir- i*l orach 11 Lis th e  vJ.nloch: 
;b e r v ie  oo^istal c i s h r i c t  becar:o s e r io u s l y  congested  : ; i th  
p eop le  from h i r s a l e , okorricliU , _.ano a ana Band vooc . ir: 
urness u s ir  l i a r  s i t u a t i o n  « evelopoc . Hery la r g e  sheep
fa r : '3 'vero e s ta b l i s h e d  a t  'a r ib o l i ,  . .o o ld a le  une hal:aaJ:iel 
a.i th e  or e a t e r  3 wore crov/ded in to  exposed c l i f f  t c . ' s e t t l e  : 
rrients ex cep t fo r  th o se  :;ho wore s e t t l e d  as c r o f t e r  f i s a e r :
: !  : o n  a t  h i s ; ^ o r h  v / h e r e  a  f i s h i n g  s  d a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  o a t .  b l i s h e d  
a n  1 6 2 9  t h e  h e a y  c o u n t r y  \ ; a s  p u r c h a s e d  b y  t h e  n u k e  
o f  J u t  l i e r  l a n d  w h i c h  m a n e  t h e  B a t h e r  I v u a . :  G s t a t o s  t h e  b i g g e s t  
i /1 j h e  c o u n t r y .  f o ; ;  r i o i ' o  . r e  s  n c i o  c l e a r e d  i T t c r  t h i s ,
f  o  /  G x a r ?  ; . ) l c  land a  I s l a n d  v / h / c h  w a s  " i c d o  a  p a r t  o f  the  
f a c t o r ' s :  f  e r r  i n  1 6 4 6 .  T h  n  p o t a t o  f a n  i n n  o f  i r / f  b r o u g h t  
w i d o s u r o a c  i  i o t r e s s  i n  t i n  c o n g e s t c o a s t a l  a r e a s ; . T h e  
i : ' U k e  o f  b u t  he rian t i n s i s t e d  on f i n a n c i n g  r o l i e f  a e .  a r u r e s  
h l r i i ^ e l f  a . in :  s p e n t  v a s t  s u m s  on b u i l u i n g  roads tmc;  b r i d g e s ,  
i n  p r o v i d i n g  p o s t a l  a n a  e d u c a t i o n a l  f i o i l i t l e a , i n  u s a i s t i n g  
h o n e  i n d u s t r i e s , a n a  i n  b u l l  i n g  i n n s  a n d  f a n  h o u s e  : .
-xlso hi-, contributed Ü7.00G to  a s s is t  em igration: f iv e  sh ipe
from L iverpool c a lled  a t Loci Laxfor to  embark passengers 
fo r  C: rad a \?hc s e t t le d  r a in ly  in Cape breton island ijid on 
tjie . .ainlcjic o f Lovai o c o t ia .
The accounts o f tin) vest outherland pcirishes in  the4344 Low B t r t i s t ic a l  r.ccount for  Scotland d escrib e  the na lor45 CjcJiiges a/hich resu lted  from the in trod u ction  o f large s c a le
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'  - : . ,  _  ^ " 6 . \ o  "'l"-T'\.::H^ '-''''/a//' '.-- ' - 'h-- /a :,././ _ .,-. "'L'g'
sheep farming and from the change in land ownership in 1829. 
The Duke o f  Sutherland undoubtedly e ffe c te d  grea t improve:
:ment8 but the in trod u ction  o f  sheep farming caused a re:
:d is tr ib u tio n  o f  the population which was rev o lu tio n a ry .
The people o f  th e crowded co a s ta l se ttlem en ts  turned to  the  
f is h in g  industry  in a l l  i t s  branches and in sp ite  o f many 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  they ach ieved con siderable su ccess a t cer ta in  
p o rts . Rispond, fo r  example, had sev era l sloop s which 
sometimes traded d ir e c t  w ith  Hamburg. The change over in  
the p a stora l economy can be seen from th e case o f  B d d ra ch illis  
where the number o f sheep increased from 2 ,629  in 1792 to3745 12,900 in 1839. TLie ren ta l fo r  the parish  increased from 
L230 to  £2,492 between the same years.
3y the middle o f  the cen tury the grea t sheep farms46 were firm ly  e s ta b l ish e d , f lo u r ish in g  concerns and from t h is  
tim e onwards the population o f th e area has d eclin ed  
con tin u ou sly . Although f is h in g  was being developed on a l l  
the co a sts , the c lea r in g  o f  the in te r io r  fo r  sheep walks 
deprived the o r ig in a l in h ab itan ts o f  the opportun ity o f  
making e good l iv in g  at home and many sought seasonal 
employment at the ea st coa st f is h in g  or in  labouring work 
fu rth er south . As tim e went on, the gap between th e w ealthy  
farmers and the sm all ten an ts  widened. The former liv e d  
in  f in e  large  houses, the la t t e r  o ften  in  black houses where 
they had to  e x is t  a t a w retchedly low su b sisten ce  l e v e l .
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 ^ The sh eep  far^-.s o f  J u th e r lu e L  i r c l u c e d  th o  l a r g e s t  
i n  Grecx ■ b r i t u i n ;  nosU o r  t h e n  were  c f  nb l e a s t  ot,OCe a c r e s  
in  e x t e n t  ; I'h w ere  vrorkecl in  h i r s e l s ,  eacii h i r s e l  u s u a l l y  
b e i n g  t h e  c h a rg e  ot* one shephurc  . The r e n t s  . /ere f i x e d  a t  
so  rnicV* per  head o f  t h e  w i n t e r  sheep  carx'yiiiti  cep  c i t y :  
t h u s  ru n b s  '.’Q r c  r e a l l y  p r o p o r t  loi a l  t c  th e  amount o f  a r a b l e  
lane  In c lu d e d  iv i t h l n  t h o  t o t a l  a c r e a g e .
J l ieep legvis 18&G 
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D r u i i s T / o r c  l a i n  
, v c h u n o r o
o u t i i e r l u n d  mbs e s s e n t i a l l y  a  o r c c a  i n g  
o o u ; l t y ,  l i 3 i . c e  i t s  Bieep farr,is \ ; e r o  p u i * e l y  p a s t o r a l  o ^ * r y i n g  
e w e  c^i.u v ; G s . : . e r  f  l c c . . s  w h i c h  w e r e  i i o s t l y  s e l f - s u s  « c o i n i n g .
E a c h  y e t j T  c a s t  e w e s  a n a  o n r e e  y e a r  o l d  v / e t h e r s  r o r o  s o l d  
t o  b u y e r s *  t h e  f a r i . i e r  f o u n d  y . i a r k e t s  f o r  b r e e d i n g  i n  
l o T I c  :: f  r s i s ,  t i e  l a t t e r  w e : o  s e n t  t o  h o  f a t t e n e d  i n
p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h o  b u t c h e r *  i J . i n o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  s h e e p  
s t o c k  v / a s  o f  t h e  C h e v i o t  b r e e d  * T h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  t h e  
p r o s p e r i t y  o f  s h e e p  f a r m i n g  i n  S u t h e r l a n d  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n
T.*
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reached towards the end o f  the 1870s. By th is  time the  
pastures were beginn ing to  d e te r io r a te  from ex c lu s iv e  
graz ing by sheep, lack  o f lime became ev iden t and in p la ces  
heather and bracken began to  encroach on green land.
P r ice s  began to  f a l l ,  i t  became more d i f f i c u l t  to  obta in  
, ten an ts and as a r e s u lt  the proportion o f land under deer 
fo r e s t  was increased .
46 The p o s itio n  o f th e c r o f te r s did not improve as the
century progressed; they were fo rces to  l iv e  in sm a ll, 
congested, in f e r t i l e  anh exposed c o a s ta l tow nships, they  
. had no secu r ity  o f  tenure end the problem o f the la n d le ss  
c o tta r  became acute in many d i s t r i c t s .  On an average 
each cr o fte r  had 4 acres o f arable land and 36 acres o f  
outrun (held in common w ith  o th e r s ) : h is  ren ts  averaged
1 5 /-  to  2 0 /-  per acre fo r  arable land p lus h i l l  graz ings  
on which he kept tv;o cows, one a t ir k , and ten  sheep or one 
h orse, one cow, one s t ir k  and ten sheep. The c a t t le  were
mainly black H ighlanders, the sheep B laokfaoed/C hev iot
c r o sse s . The number o f hold ings in the county o f  Suther:
: land in 1870 was as fo llo w s : -
Not exceed ing 5 acres . . . . .  1,6765 - 2 0  " ..........  54320 -  50 " ..........  5350 -  100 " . . . . .  22Over 100 44
2 ,338
The 44 la rg e  farms averaged 27,000 acres each
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Hand in d u str ie s  have never been o f much s ig n if ic a n c e30 in  West Sutherland# In 1849 the Duchess o f  Sutherland 
e sta b lish ed  an In d u str ia l S o c ie ty  at G olspie and in I860 
the Sutherland Home In d u str ies  was s e t  up. Both th ese  
organ isa tion s attempted to  encourage home in d u str ie s  but 
they received l i t t l e  support from the Iso la ted  townships o f  
the northw est.
In 1870 the Duke o f Sutherland provided employment 
fo r  many o f h is  ten an ts by commencing reclam a tion works# 
These schemes, which included land reclam ation beside Loch 
Bhin and in  S tra th  Kildonan, the opening o f lime quarries  
at Lairg and Heilam, th e reopen ing o f the coa l mine a t 
Hrora, the establishm en t o f other in d u s tr ia l p ro jec ts  and 
the development o f ra ilw a y s , had p r a c t ic a lly  no e f f e c t  in  
the extreme north nor on the west c o a s t , although they were 
h igh ly  b e n e f ic ia l to  the sm all ten an ts in  the so u th ea st.
Tho d ec lin e  in  population which began in West 
Sutherland w ith  the establishm en t o f sheep farms and the  
a sso c ia ted  clearan ces has continued unbroken from 1871 u n t i l  
the presen t day. The c lea ra n ce s , however, as w e ll as being  
a d ir e c t  cause of ru ra l depopulation,w ere a lso  resp o n sib le
T i.
for  a r e d is tr ib u tio n  o f population whereby both the pre­
e x is t in g  townships and the newly e sta b lish ed  c o a s ta l ones 
became s e r io u s ly  congested . I t  was from th ese  congested  
" ev ic tio n  settlem en ts"  th a t most o f  the em igration from 
West Sutherland took p la c e .
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The ev id en ce  tak en  by th e  L'apier Com m issioners in24 West Sutherland  in 1883 shows th a t  o o n d it io n s  in  th e  th r e e  
p a r ish e s  were no t un iform  but in a l l  th e  main g r ie v a n c e  was 
th e  sm a ll s i z e  o f  th e  h o ld in g s  on w h ich th e  e v ic te d  p eo p le  
had to  l i v e .  O ther com p la in ts  inc lude: In creases in  r e n t s ,
th e  la ck  o f  s e c u r ity  and th e  la ck  o f  cor.pensc.ticn fo r  
im provem ents. L e d le a l s e r v ic e s  were shovm to  bo in adequ a te
tr a n sp o r t was c o s t ly  and u n r e l ia b le  and poor harbours and 
inadequa te p ie r s  hand icapped th e  f i s h i n g .  I t  was a ls o  
su ggested  thuu th e  r a i lw a y  should he ex tended fr o  L a irg  to  
Laxforu fo r  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  t?îe f i s h in g  in d u str y . D u rness, 
ta c  la r g e s t  p a r ish  and th e  one w ith  most land under sheep  
faiams, ha(’ th e  s m a lle s t  p o p u la tio n  v;hich had been d e c l in in g  
co n t in u o u s ly  fo r  a c o n s id e r a b le  t im e . I t s  sm a ll te n a n ts  
com plained o f  r la c k  o f  a ra b le  la n d , e s p e c ia l l y  in  th e  poor 
tŒnish ip s  o f  Laid and L erin  nd o f  s e r io u s  c o n g e s t io n  in a l l  
th e  c o a s t a l  a r e a s . In E d d r a c h i l l is  th e  H in lo ch b erv ie  
te n a n ts  a ls o  com plained o f  a la ck  o f  a ra b le  land and th e y  
p e t i t i c r e d  fo r  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  te le g r a p h  and tr a n sp o r t  
f a c i l i t i e s .  The fish erm en  wanted more and b e t t e r  b o a ts  
and equipment and improved p i e r s ,  w ith  some s h e l t e r .  
C ongestion on th e  land was bad in  E d a r a c h i l l i s  but c o n d i t io n s  
seem to  have been th e  w o rst o f  a l l  in  th e  c o a s ta l  a rea s  o f  
ii^ sy iit. The o n ly  tow n sh ip s in  ü ssy n t  w hich had r e s i s t e d  
e v i c t io n  were E lph in and iCnookan ( in  1865) but th ey  v/ere 
now s u f fe r in g  from a d i v i s io n  o f  th e  h o ld in g s  fo r  c o t t a r s .
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The c o t te r  and pauper problem in t h is  parish  in 1883 was very 
acute fo r  i t  contained 360 c r o f te r s ,  200 c o tta r s  and 100 
paupers. The need fo r  a good quay and fo r  a b e t te r  f ish in g  
s ta t io n  a t Lochinver was stressed  by sev era l w itn e s se s .
For a l l  three p arish es remoteness and sp a r s ity  o f population  
were stressed  as ser io u s  hindrances to  any p o te n t ia l  
developments and I t  was shown th a t , w h ile  adequate land 
could have been a v a ila b le  fo r  c r o fte r s  i t  was e ith e r  under 
sheep farms or deer fo r e s t  a t th a t tim e.
Mr.Evander lic lv e r , fa c to r  to  the Duke o f Sutherland  
for  the Scourie d i s t r i c t ,  n a tu ra lly  defended the a c tio n  o f  
the e s ta te  in c lea r in g  s e t t le d  areas fo r  farms and in  
in crea sin g  r e n ts . He j u s t i f ia b ly  emphasised the grea t  
b e n e f it s  provided by the Duke in b u ild in g  road s, b r id g es , 
and p a th s, in provid ing ch a r ity  and in a s s is t in g  em igra tion.
He expla ined a lso  h is  ab so lu te in s is te n c e  on co rrect mnd 
prompt payment o f  ren t and sa id th a t the reva lu a tion  o f  1678 
had shown a n e c e s s ity  fo r  in crea ses o f  ren t in  cer ta in  areas. 
IThlle adm itting tha t sheep farming was d ec lin in g  in p rosp erity  
end tha t the farms were d i f f i c u l t  to  l e t ,  Lhr.lfclver refused  
to  con sider the p o s s ib i l i t y  o f making more land a v a ila b le  
fo r  the c r o f t e r s , fo r  whom, in  h is  estim a tio n , em igration  
was the s o le  s o lu t io n .
Many w itn esses  in Sutherland, in Lewis and in  other  
parts o f  the Highlands deprecated the encouragement o f  
c r o fte r s  working as part tim e fisherm en, s ta t in g  th a t
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a g r icu ltu re  and f is h in g  should be separa te occupations but 
th a t un fortun a tely  at th a t  tim e, the hold ings were too sm all 
to  make such a separa tion  p ra c t ic a b le .
West Sutherland 1865
R ental AcreagePar ish  Population Par ish  Per Head Par ish  Per Head24 ----------  --- -----------------------------------------------------------------------Durness 987 £5,948 120/6 140,812 142.66
B d d ra ch illis  1 ,525 £4,979 65/3  135,555 88 .88
Assynt 2 ,781 £5,845 42/0  110,111 39.59
The d isp rop ortion  between the three p arish es o f  
West Sutherland i s  due to  the presence o f sev era l v a s t  
sheep farms in Durness which were not repeated on the sas^  
sc a le  in Assynt or B d d r a c h illis .
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C60FTER3' HOLDINGS Œ3T SUTLERLrùiD 1883
(ap p en d ix  to  Lap1er P eoor t 1664)
/;ssyn t Durness JSc idrach illis
Lur.ber o f  Tenante 322 94 162
T o ta l r e n t £ 1 ,0 6 4 £256*15 £716
Average r e n t  per l o t £3: o: 1 £ 2 :1 4 : 8 £4: 8: 6
T o ta l arab le  acreage 070 284 560
Average a ra b le  per l o t 3.0^ a cres  3 ,0 2  a cr es  3 .4 6  a c r e s
T o ta l im proveable land 161 a cres 31 a c r e s 81 a c r e s
T o ta l ir.-! prove a b le  per l o t 0 .5 0  " 0 .3 3  " 0 .5 0  "
T o ta l h i l l  g ra z in g 23 ,010  " 7 ,5 0 0  " 38 ,840  "
Aver ge h i l l  g ra z in g  per l o t  71 ■* 80 " 215 "
T o ta l re n t  -  h i l l  g ra z in g £609 £149 £355
Average re n t  -  h i l l  g ra z in g £1 :17: 9 £ 1 :11 : 8 £2: 3: 9
3T0CK
H orses 229 52 114
C a t t le 1 ,4 2 7 221 492
Sheep 2 ,1 2 0 1 ,0 9 5 2 ,7 8 5
KEITTS
Up to  £3 193 41 64
£3 -  £6 99 106 28
£6 -  £10 27 14 nw
£10 4. 3 1 0
56
These f ig u r e s  show th a t in  iju rn o.s tho c r o f te r s *  h o ld in g s  
were v er y  s e v e r e ly  r e s t r i c t e d  due to  th e  v a s t  a crea g e s  
o f th e  sheep farms and to  th e e x te n s iv e  ureas unee r  deer 
fo r e s t .  Durness a c t u a l ly  p o ssessed  a h igh er  p rop ortion  
o f  good Ifuic than e i t h e r  E: ro c h i l l  i s  or s s y n t ,  on 
accoun t o f  th e  e x te n s iv e  ou tcrop s o f  Durr e s s  ^i: o s to n e , 
but ÛS t h i s  gOPtl làn:' v/33 n e a t ly  \ ; i t / i n  th e  l i r i i s  o f  th e  
sheep fa rm s, th e  Durness h o ld in g s  hud tho  lo'./eat _verage 
r e n t s  and th e  lo w e st  average a ra b le  a c r e a g e s . ^he 
nur-bcrs o f  s to ck  kept were corres.;op  1 in g ly  s 11 .
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1 . LEGISLATION
The main a c t s  o f  P arliam en t con cern in g  th e c r o f t in g  
d i s t r i c t s  passed s in c e  th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f  tim  P ap ier  k op ort 
in  I8 f4  were th e  Sm all Landholders* (S co t la n d ) Acts*
There w ere fo u r  o f  t h e s e ,  v i z : -
1* The C ro fters*  lio ld ln g s  (S c o t la n d > > ict, 1886*
2 . The Sm all Landholders* (S co t la n d ) ACt, 1911 .
3 . The Land S e tt le m e n t  (S co tla n d ) AOt, 1919.
4 . The Sm all Landholders* and A gr icu ltu ra l
H old ings (S co tla n d ) A c t, 1931.
O ther ACts o f  top ortu n ce r e la t in g  to  tlio  c r o f t in g  
d i s t r i c t s  w ere:
T/ie West H ighlands and I s la n d s  Works a c t ,  1891.
T- e Congested D i s t r i c t s  (Sc t la n d ) A c t , 1697.
The C ro fters*  Common G razings R eg u la tio n  A ,cts, 1G91 
and 1908.
The H igrlan d s and I s la n d s  (L ed ica l S erv ices^  Grant 
. C t, 1913.
The R ousing (Rural Workers) . .o t ,  1920.
The Housing g r io u l t u r a l  c o p u la t io n  (S co tla n d ) .>ct, 1938 
IDio H i l l  Farming A c t, 1946.
The /a g r icu ltu re  (S co tla n d ) ^ c t, 1948.
Tl;e C ro fters*  noldin^^s (S co tla n d ) ^ c t o f  1886 was a  
d i r e c t  o u to o re  o f  t . e  R ap ier ho p o r t . I t  wa - by fa r  th e  m ost
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important ac t ever passed concern ing the cr o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  
and i t s  p rov ision s d e te r  inet the unique system o f land tenure  
which p e r s is t s  in th ose areas today# Tenants o f hold ings  
not exceed ing £3C in ren t and in the c r o ft in g  d i s t r ic t s  o f  
the c r o ft in g  parishes were e n t it le d  to  se c u r ity  o f ten u re , 
f a ir  r e n t s , compensation fo r  improvements and a l i r l t e d  r ig h t  
o f  bequest to  merbers o f the h o ld er’s fam ily#
The Crofters* Corr is s io n  was appointed to  d eal w ith a l l  
question s r e la t in g  to  cro fters*  hold ings and one o f i t s  f i r s t  
d u tie s  was to  grant en la r g e 'o r ts  to  hold ings wherever 
su ita b le  land was a v a i la b le . Between 18c7 and 1890 f a ir  
ren ts  were fix ed  in a l l  the townships o f Vest Lewis and 
7est Sutherland, red u ction s were granted in almost every cuse  
and a large proportion o f  the arrears were c a n c e lle d • In 
subsequent years fu rth er  f a i r  ren ts  wore fix ed  elsew here, 
enlargements were granted and, a f te r  the passing o f trie 
C rofters* Corn on Grazings R egulation u ct, 1691, graz ing  
reg u la tio n s  were la id  down and the soumings^ s ta te d . The 
Commission a lso  d e a lt  w ith the reg u la tio n  o f sea wtire and 
peat cu ttin g  r ig h ts . In 1887 certa in  amendments were made 
to  the o r ig in a l act by the C rofters* hold ings (Scotland) 
lo t o f  th a t year.
jS th e amount o f  stock  to  bo grazed upon the oow on pasture by each tenan t.
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47 F a ir r en ts  f ix ed  by the C rofters* Commission
Vest Lewis Hest Sutherland
Lunber o f tov/nships 
Number o f hold ings  
Extent o f  hold ings  
Arable acreage 
Outrun acreage 
(brazing land 
Prev ious ren ts  
F a ir  ren ts  
i l lte r a t io n s  in ren t
35
909
268Ô
£108
51
597
1678
3940
Tovmship common and gen er-1 ootnmon 
££573 £1800
1741 1609
207Decrease 832
Increase 0 16
C rofters Coimon (brazings R egulation n e ts , 1691 and 1906
The Act o f  1691 e n t i t le d  the c r o fte r s  to  appoint a 
committee to  reg u la te  common grazing r ig h ts ,  su b ject to  the  
C rofters* Commission. The 1908 Act empowered the com m ission^  
to  appoint a comm ittee w ithout aivaiting cro fters*  a p p lic a t io n s . 
West Highlands and Islan d s Works A c t, 1691 and Congested 
D i s t r ic t s  A ct, 1697
In 1891 and in 1697 two ACts were passed w Ich made 
p rov ision  fo r  sm all s c a le  f in a n c ia l a ss is ta n c e  fo r  the  
c r o ft in g  area s . These were r e sp e c t iv e ly  the Vest ^lig lands 
and Islan d s iVorlcs Act and the Congested D i s t r ic t s  (Scotland) 
A ct. The former authorised the d is tr ib u tio n  o f sur s o f
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money (fo r  estim a tes  o f under £3 ,000) to  County C ouncils 
in  c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  fo r  a id ing the con stru ction  and 
improvement o f  sm all harbours, p ie r s  and boat s l ip s .  Over 
a period o f years Lewis received  as much as £12,000 from 
t h is  source towards th e harbour works a t N ess. The l e t t e r  
a c t s e t  up the Congested D i s t r ic t s  Board to  adm in ister a 
fund o f  £35,000 per annum to  "provide, equip , and adopt land  
fo r  occupation by c r o fte r s  and fishermen to  whom a s s is ta n c e  
could be g iven  by loan or gran t; to  provide a ss is ta n c e  
fo r  the m igration o f c r o fte r s  from the congested d i s t r i c t s  
to  other parts o f  Scotland: to  develop th e f is h in g  industry
by improving p ie r s  and harbours, fishermen*a d w e llin g s , and 
boat s l ip s ;  to  improve the agr icu ltu re  o f th e Higlilands by 
provid ing s u ita b le  seed p o ta to e s , guaran tees fo r  te leg ra p h ic  
ex ten sion s  e t c .  and to  develop sp in n in g, weaving and o ther  
ru ra l in d u str ie s" . N early a l l  the c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
Scotland came w ith in  the ju r isd ic t io n  o f  th e  Board and 
both West Lewis and West Sutherland derived con siderab le  
b e n e f it  from i t .
Expenditure o f th e  Congested D i s t r ic t s  Board in Lewis 
1697-1911
îlarlne works £9,639
Roads and paths 5 ,158
Seeds, stock s 1,835
Home in d u str ie s 305
Telegraph and money order o f f ic e s  16.998 T o tal; £33,935
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The Sm all lan d h o ld ers*  (S c o t la nd) ACt o f 1911 v: s 
passe; to  oncoare^^e t'io  for^'uti^'n o f  nr u l l  n g r ic u ltu r u l  
h o ld in g s , ar,6 . to  €r •en; le"" r e ln t ln r  to  th e  ten u re  c f  suoii
h o ld in g s . S ta tu to r y  sr^ellhold in g s  v;ere to  ir  e lu d e , w ith  
soire e x c e p t io n s ,  a l l  h o ld in g s  ren ted  e t  l e s s  t s e i .  £ 5 0  ozd o f  
l e s s  tiiun 50 a c r e s  in  e x t e n t ,  and s i ia llh o ld e r s  v/erc to  bo 
a b le  to  o b ta in  l o a n s  fo r  Irp ro v en en t . juj th e  teiu s o f  t h i s  
Act th e  C ro fters*  G ow n ission was succeeded by th e  S c o t t i s h  
Land Court and th e  O orgested D i s t r i c t s  fk)i.rd by th e  board o f  
A g r ic u ltu r e .
Tlie h ig h lands and I s la n d s  ( / lo d ic a l Serv i c e s ) Lrr-nt49 c t , 1 9 1 3 , ewanatocT fr o r  th e  D'ewar R eport o f  1012. by t h i s  
ac t th o  H ighlands one: Is la n d e  (L e d ic a l B erv ice ) Fund was s o t  
up *rh oil provided a s t a t e  l e e  1th  s e r v ie  fo r  th a t  r e g i o n  
which r e  a ired  in  fo r c e  u n t i l  tho  R a tio n a l .lo a lth  o e r v ic o  
came in to  o p era t io n  in  1947
liiO Land B e tt le x  ent  (S c o t la n d )_ / x t   ^ 1919 
T h is i s  th e  most im portan t not ever  p a ssed  in  connectiOL
w ith  land s e t t l e  on t in  S c o t la n d . The ^ct extended th e
powers and d u t io s  o f  th e  board o f  A g r ic u ltu r e  and ack i t i o n a l  
fu n d s were gran ted fo r  lu.nr s e t t le m e n t ;  riany lend s e t t le m e n t  
schem es u;ere in s t i t u t e d  fo r  p r c v id in j sm a llh o ld in g s  fo r  
ex -S erv icem en . The .vct c o n s is te d  o f  f i v e  p a r t s : -
1 . The Board o f  ^ ^ r ic u ltu r e  was empowereci to  a cq u ire
land fo r  land s e t t le m e n t .
3 . Amendinents to  the 1911 Act provided a ss is ta n c e  
fo r  th e equipment and adaption o f land s e t t le d  and th e  
c o n s t itu t io n  o f new h old in gs was made p o ss ib le  w ithout 
referen ce  to  the Land Court. The Land Court, however, was 
given th e duty o f  f ix in g  compensation payable in  connection  
w ith  the c o n s t itu t io n  o f  h o ld in g s.
3 . Part I I I  concerned the p rov ision  o f a llo tm en ts by 
lo c a l a u th o r it ie s .
4 . The Board could make loans to  land banks and 
advances to  holders s e t t le d  under th e Act fo r  th e  purchase o f  
l iv e s to c k , se e d s , f e r t i l i z e r s  or implements.
5 . The Board was d irected  to  g iv e  preference in  land 
settlem en t to  ex -S erv ice  ap p lican ts  u n t i l  1931.
The Act had l e s s  e f f e c t  in  West Lewis than in other50 parts o f the Outer Hebrides as only one farm remained to  be 
broken up, namely G alson, which was soon d iv ided  in to  sm all: 
:h o ld in g s. Borne fish erm en 's hold ings were e sta b lish ed  in  
Ness on th e common graz ing land along the C ross-S k igersta  
road. In Sutherland the Act d id not lead to  th e  e s ta b l is h :  
:ment o f  new hold ings although the Board o f  A gr icu lture  
a c tu a lly  bought c e r ta in  farms for  th a t purpose, namely a t51 E r ib o ll and Keoldale in Durness. (See under Land S e ttlem en t). 
The Smedl  Landhold e r s and Agr i c u ltu r a l Hold ings 
Â (Scotland) Act 1931 r e la te d , in p a r t , to  s ta tu to ry  sm allhold ings
and contained important amendments regard ing resumption o f  
h o ld in g s , s ta tu to ry  sm all ten a n ts , assessm ent o f compensation,
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su ccess ion to  hold ings and the powers o f the Department o f  
A gr icu lture (known as th e Board o f  A gr icu lture b efore 1928)•
The A gr icu ltu ra l Land U t i l iz a t io n  Act o f 1931 was not enforced  
but i t  gave permanent power to  the Department o f A gr icu lture  
in  regard to  th e  compulsory purchase o f leuid.
Rural Housing Acts
Tvo Acts o f Parliam ent concern ing housing which have 
been o f grea t b e n e f it  to  the cro ft in g  areas are the Housing 
(Rural Workers') Act 1926 and the Housing A gr icu ltu ra l 
Population (Scotland) Act 1938, The e a r l ie r  a c t  provided 
fo r  gran ts to  be a v a ila b le  fo r  the improvement o f ru ra l 
workers' h ouses. I t  proved one o f  the most su c c e ss fu l schenes 
fo r  the improvement o f ru ra l houses throughout Scotland and 
i t s  rep ea l at th e end o f th e War was much lamented. The52 Housing Act o f  1938 follow ed a report published in  1937 
which showed th a t ,  in s p it e  o f improvements, many new houses, 
were req u ired . This Act enabled lo c a l  a u th o r it ie s  to  g iv e  
gran ts fo r  h#v houses to  rep lace u n f i t  d w ellin g s occupied by 
a g r ic u ltu r a l su b je c ts .
Post War A gr icu ltu ra l Acts
Recent Acts o f Parliam ent concern ing a g r icu ltu re  have 
paid con sid erab le a tte n t io n  to  th e improvement o f h i l l  farming 
in  Scotland thus the c r o ft in g  areas have been d ir e o t ly  
a ffec ted  by them. The H i l l  Farming Act o f  1946 enacted many 
o f  the su ggestion s made in the report o f the Balfour Uommittee53 in 1944. The Act provided fo r  the payment o f  gran ts
■ -  
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toward g th e c o s t  o f approved comprehensive improvement 
schemes to  be carried out on h i l l  farming land. Many 
schemes have been approved fo r  such improvements in  the  
cro ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  in clu d in g some in West Lewis and J e st  
Sutherland.
The A gricult ure (Scotland) Act 1948 was passed to  
amend the enactments r e la t in g  to  a g r ic u ltu r a l hold ings and 
land tenure in  Sco tland. I t  made fu rth er  p rov ision  fo r  
the improvement and development o f a g r icu ltu re  and fo r  the  
use o f  a g r ic u ltu r a l land in Sco tland, i t  authorised gran ts  
fo r  provid ing houses and b u ild in g s  fo r  landholders and 
co tta r s  in the Highlands and Island s and i t  amended th e  
p rov ision s o f  th e  1936 Housing Act. I t  a lso  s e t  up e leven  
permanent a g r ic u ltu r a l E xecutive Committees to  rep la ce  th e  
more numerous war tim e committees and th ese  wore given  
w ide ad m in istra tive  powers .
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2 . SPECIAL ENQUIRIES
-ift e r  th e  p a ss in g  o f  th e  C rofters*  ^.ot, i t  soon  
b ecw  o apparen t th a t  ix. sor e p a rts  o f  t , o ..'est .J.(jhlands 
th e r e  was s t i l l  acu te  b i s t r e s s  and v;idespreaci p overty  end 
th a t  in  sore  a rea s  c o n g e s t n  on tho lend v/tu- a t  I I  s e v e r e . 
The s p e c ia l  problem s o f  c e r ta in  a r e r s , n o ta b ly  in  th e  Outer 
H eb rid es , o a l l e  fo r  se p a r a te  in v e s t ig a t io n  and r c c o r d in g ly  
betv.-een 1886 and 1906 no l e s s  than s i x  e n q u ir ie s  v/er ce  
in to  c o n d i t io n s  ’.-ith in  th a t  r e g io n .
The r e p o r ts  o f  th e  C ro fters*  Corn i s s ion  a ls o  i n d ic to e  
th a t  i t  r»ight be p o s s ib le  to  fij/d  so^e land , a t th a t  tim e  
under d eer f o r e s t ,  w hich co<ild be u cd f o r  c o n s t i t u t in g  
new h o ld in g s  or fo r  e n la r g in g  e x i s t in g  o n e s . I t  v a s  f o r  
t h i s  purpose t! ut t ’ e Koyal Comm ission (h ig h la n d s  .uzd 
I s la n d s )  w&L' s e t  up in  1692.
Royul Corj i i s s io n  I a i gh land s end I s la n d s )  169h
The (Deer F o re st)  C o r ^ iss ic n e r s  in sp e c te d  d eer  
f o r e s t s ,  g r e z ir g  fa r r s  and g r o u se  inoors throughout th e  
r tg  lan d s and I s l '  n d s . : uch o f  th e  d eer  f o r e s t  v/as knoxm 
to  be i)"^possible fo r  c r o f t e r  s e t t ] c e n t  b ut i t  w&s hoped 
to  f in d  land s u i t a b le  fo r  new h o ld in g s , land ^or e x te a s io n s  
to  g ra z in g s  urd land fo r  o ccu p a tio n  us rcceru w o ly  s ir o o  
p ac t o r a l furrus. T h e  ty p e s  of h o ld in g s  o o n t c  platoc verc  
s e l f  su sta in e d  h o ld in g s , sm a ll h o ld in g s  g 1 v i i   ^ only  p e r t  
t t o e  empl05U!?ent and f is h e r r a n  *3 h o ld in g s
Tf>Ÿ ' • 63
The Coramissioners stressed  the s p e c ia l oon d ition s o f  
the north w est mainland, and emphasised th a t Lewis reauired  
separa te and e n t ir e ly  d i f fe r e n t  treatm en t . The sim ple 
enlargement o f graz ings was o ften  im possib le and wherever 
p ra c tica b le  the C onn iesioners advocated th^ adoption o f  the  
club farm whereby a township*s stock  was managed communally.
The fo llo w in g  su ggestion s  were made fo r  the county o f  
Sutherland (not merely fo r  the West Sutherland p a r ish es):
54
. Fror Old FromSutherland • ^ a b T f ” Fasture T o tal
• acres acres acres
For new hold ings 2426 115234 157660
For exten sion  o fe x is t in g  hold ings 370 118892 119262
For moderate farms 1500 118476 119976
The Commissioners considered th a t sp e c ia l treatm ent
was required fo r  Lewis owing to  i t s ex cep tio n a l circum stances
and referen ce was made once more to the sm allness and to  the
su b d iv is ion  o f the h o ld in g s , to  con gestion  and to  poverty . 
S t a t i s t ic s  provided showed th a t  Barvas had no deer fo r e s t s  
and th a t i t  contained only two farms, namely D e ll ,  rented  
a t  £68 and Galson, rented at £865• Dalmore and Dalbeg farms, 
rented a t £50, a lso  came w ith in  the reg ion  o f mast i^ewis.
The Commissioners suggested tha t parts o f th ese  farms should 
be made a v a ila b le  as c r o f te r s '  grazing lan d s.
u4
jù iü u ir ieg  con cern in g  th e  Outer ^lebrides
The Tnajority o f  th e s e  e n q u ir ie s  r e la t e c  to  th e  is la n d  
o f  le w i s  v/here the  econo^- ic  s i t u a t io n  was p a r ticu l»  r l y  ^ rave . 
i i ie  fo l lo w in g  r e p o r ts  were p u b lish ed  :
55 1888 F ra ser  R eport on th e  C o ttar P op u la tio n  o f  th e  le v ; .
31 1902 Brand Report on th e  S o c ia l  C on d ition  o f  the
P eop le  o f  l e i v l s .
5o 1903 R eport on th e  S o c ia l  Gcnd i t  ion o f  th e P eop le  c»f
U i s t .
57 19C3 :eport o f  t  e Levvis lo o  1 C o^^'ittee.
50 1905 h ittm a r  Report on th e S a n ita r y  Cor c i t i o n  o f  t t e
Lews*
59 190o Maxiveil R eport on R a ting and tn e  t^ener^l
F in a n c ia l  P o s i t io n  in  th e  O uter jüebrides*
55 1888 F ra ser  Report on th e  C o ttar P o p u la t io n  o f  th e
le w s*
E x ten s iv e  e n q u ir ie s  e s ta b l is h e d  th a t  d e s t i t u t io n  
e x i s t e d  in  Lew is and th a t  th e  g r a v e s t  apprehen sion  e x ia te u  
fo r  th e  f u tu r e .  I t  was p o in ted  out th a t  any d e t e r io r a t io n  
o f  th e  s i t u a t io n  wov»ld re r  : I t  in a .major c r i s i s  f o r  which th e  
papers o f  th e  p a r o c h ia l boards would be q u ite  in a d eq u a te .
The c o n d it io n  o f  th e  p eo p le  was shovm to  be very  s i r l i a r  to23th a t  d e scr ib ed  in  th e  R eport o f  S ir  John i c i i e i l l  in  1851 ind tüat 
th e  r ed u ctio n  in  p o p u la t io n  v/hich had been advoca ted tRori ond 
on o th er  oc c s s lo n a  had n o t  ta  en p lace*
-.y
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The im pressions derived in th e preparation o f the
report were described as fo llo w s: "On a l l  s id e s  we observed55 ^ev idence of th e  deepest poverty and d e jec t io n ; th e s o i l  i s
o f  the poorest q u a lity ;  everywhere th e  pota to  crop i s
nearly  consumed; few have money, and fewer s t i l l  c r e d it
w ith  the lo c a l m erchants. W ithin the nex t two months the
bulk o f the popula tion in  Lochs and elsew here w i l l  be
brought fa ce  to  fa ce  w ith  the n e c e s s ity  o f  k i l l in g  th e ir
c a t t le  and sheep to  su sta in  l i f e ,  w h ile  th ose who have no
stock  must e ith e r  appeal to  the paroch ial board or s ta rv e .
lio doubt there i s  a lamentable absence o f energy and
a c t iv i t y  among the people; strong men are to  be seen a t
home id ly  watching the p r iv a tio n s  endured by th e ir  w ives
and ch ild ren ; c r o f t s ,  too  sm all to  m aintain one in d iv id u a l,
are made t he home o f th ree or even four f a m i l ie s ; grown up
ch ild ren  who should long s in ce  have opened a career fo r
them selves, are s t i l l  inmates o f parents* houses; and a
l i s t l e s s  apathy i s  everywhere apparent. This apathy we
mainly a scr ib e  to the baneful e f f e c t  o f  su b sisten ce  on
eleemosynary a id »**
The Medical O ff icer  a ttr ib u ted  the c r i s i s  to  over:
!popula tion and looked forvmrd to  the future w ith  "great
apprehension". The In spector o f Poor fo r  Barvas sta ted
th a t 81 paupers received  weekly alim en t o f S /6 ( i. or le s s
and th a t a d d itio n a l "sums were expended on paupers* r e n ts ,
r e p a ir s , c lo th in g , food and bedding*
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31 1902» Brand Report on the S o c ia l Cond ition o f the Peop le  
o f  Lewis
This d e ta ile d  and extrem ely comprehensive report 
provides th e f u l l e s t  account o f con d ition s  w ith in  the is la n d  
of Lew is, togeth er  w ith  th e r e q u is ite  h is t o r ic a l  background. 
Follow ing the Fraser Report o f  1888 the Brand Report showed 
th a t  poor law adm in istra tion  even tu a lly  broke down in 1888. 
th a t the numbers o f paupers end pauper lu n a t ic s  in Barvas in
- M W * - ^  m m  m i iw  ■■ f l li « m a n ^ i  mm . #  ^  m m  mm  i # jnm
p a r t ic u la r , in creased , and th a t  s p e c ia l gran ts had to  be made 
by the Board o f  Supervision and by the S c o t t ish  O ff ice  to  
r e l ie v e  the s i t u a t io n . In the conclusion  i t  was once more 
emphasised th a t  Lewis had th e most p ressin g  problems to  be 
found in  a l l  the c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  and th a t i t  was undoubtedly 
the DK)8t backward and p r im itiv e  area in Sco tla n d . The
D  '  -
establishm en t o f in d u str ie s  and te c h n ic a l in s tr u c tio n  was 
advocated and i t  was a lso  stabbed tha t the land q u estion  must 
be so lv ed . A tten tion  was drawn to  the amount o f work, 
e s p e c ia lly  manual work, which was done by th e  women.57 1905. Report o f  the Leivis Local Committee
Th is report was requested by th e Secretary o f S ta te
fo r  S co tland , fo llo w in g  the p u b lica tion  o f the Brand Report
in 1902. S p e c if ic  inform ation and su g g estio n s  were requested
concern ing f i s h e r i e s ,  ed u ca tion , occupaption o f land and
public h e a lth . The Report o f the Local Committee d e a lt  w ith
the su b jec ts  o f  F ish e r ie s , Education, Occupation of the land
and Public % a lth . The su ggestion s made included such schezves
as
-  . - r . -  •
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o o n s tr u o tin g  a ra ilw a y  fror Stornoway to  Carloway, ODlai'^in^ 
h o ld in g s  anc r e c la im in g  w a ste  l^md, a s a i s t in g  th e  i*ie in._^  
in d u stry  in  s e v e r a l  ways and in  ii^proving tr a n s p o r t ,  
p ro v id in g  e x t e n s iv e  t e c h n ic a l  ed u ca tio n  and b u ild in g  fe v e r  
h o s p i t a ls  and a san a toriu m .
In an append ix  th e  S ecr e ta ry  o f  S ta te  p oin ted  ou t to  
th e  Lew is L ocal Comm ittee th a t  many provi s io n s  fo r  le w is  
had been made in  th e  p a st but th a t  th e  p eo p le  had co? s i s t e n t l y  
re fu sed  to  a v a i l  th em se lv es  o f  th e  f a c i l i t i e s  o f f e r e d , I t  
m ight th e r e fo r e  be d i f f i c u l t  to  j u s t i f y  th e  e x c e s s iv e  
expe; d Itu re  wh ioh  th e  aevelop ' e n ts  su g g ested  woula 
undoubtedly en to  i l .
1905 . D ittrm r R eport on th e  sa n ita r y  C on d ition  o f  tr e Le r
T h is was a s p e c ia l  r e p o r t  to  th e  lo c a l  Govern: on t 
130ard fo r  S c o t la n d . v i s i t s  were . ade to  s e v e r a l  to i.i .sh ip s  
in  c l  lid in g ^ n o l  and ü ra g a r , a d ja cen t tow n sh ip s in  th e  sou th  
o f  Barvas p a r is h . 'iiio r e p o r t  o f  th e  in v e s t ig a t o r s  i s  
exp ressed  in  v er y  stro n g  term s as th ey  w ere shocked and 
h o r r if ie d  by t*'e c o n d i t io ’' s  w hich th ey  fo u n d . I t  i s  unusual 
to  rea  in an o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t  "All th e  h ouses are a p p a ll in g .  
The h o le  to in ish ip  anc every  house in  i t  i s  t in in h a b ita b le  
and should be condemned, ex c ep t  f o r  th r e e  or fo u r  s to n e  and 
lirzo houses ( jrnol) For iirager t  ey sa y  "Every house i s  
u n in h a b ita b le  and a d isg r a c e  t o  our c i v i l i s a t i o n .  C a t t le  
h ou sin g  i s  u n iv e r s a l ,  th e  h ou ses are surrounded by f i l t h  
and so re  co n ta in  no bode, and no fu r n i tu r e  o f  any k in d ."
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The water supply in both townships was from shallow  
w e lls  on ly , q u ite  unprotected and l ia b le  to  ser io u s  p o llu t io n .  
The houses were "black houses" w ith no opening windows, no 
chimneys, bare f lo o r s  and ston e w a lls  : th ey  were f i l l e d
w ith  soot and smoke, they were o ften  devo id o f  any fu rn itu re  
and were in d escrib ab ly  f i l t h y  and in sa n ita r y , as they housed 
p eop le , c a t t l e ,  sheep and p ou ltry . There had been no 
improvement in housing co n d itio n s  in th ese  v i l la g e s  w ith in  
a who le  cen tur y .
1901 Bragar iumol
Number o f  c r o f ts  107 ‘ 45
Number o f  fa m i l ie s  131 59
Number o f  sq u a tters 24 14
Total popula tion 704 347
The fa c t  th a t the number o f fa m i l ie s  exceeded the  
number o f c r o f t s  was due to  th e presence o f co tta rs  on the  
c r o f ts  where the hold ings had been subd iv ided . The sq u a tters  
m ostly resided  on the common g raz in g s. The above f ig u r e s  
thus show an extreme degree o f  congestion on the land fo r  
averages o f approxim ately seven people per hold ing ( a l l  were 
using cro fters*  lands whether le g a lly  or no t) where th e  
hold ings are so sm all and poor are ob v iou sly  e x c e s s iv e .
1906. Maxwell Report on Rating and the F in a n c ia l P o s it io n  
in  the Outer Hebrides
In Lewis the high r a te s  were due prim arily  to  the low 
r e n ta l per fa m ily . Th is was p a rtly  due to  the poverty and
) V .-I , A.., -3 \ \ ^  ' " - : '. • ■ ' '■;■■ / , -.’•'^ ■ ".^  , ' ' ■
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sm all s iz e  o f  the hold ings and p a rtly  to  th e very numerous 
o o tto rs  and sq u a tter s , who, although paying no ren t or r a t e s , 
were usual l y wage earners and as such were o ften  more 
prosperous than th e  c r o f te r s . The ra t in g  problems in  Lew is, 
w hile  s t i l l  ser io u s in 1906, would have been unbearable 
w ithout the Education Department * 3  s p e c ia l provision  fo r  the  
landward areas and w ithout generous gremts from the County 
Council to  r e l ie v e  road r a t e s .  Poor r e l i e f  was the main 
item  o f expend iture from th e r a te s  but as few is la n d ers  would 
use the poor houses, th ey  were too large and a grea t burden 
on lo c a l  r a t e s .
.Tyf The r a te s  paid varied accord ing to  the s ta tu s  o f  the
ten a n t. C rofters ren ts  were low and th e ir  a sse ssa b le  r e n ta l  
had been reduced by th e Poor Law Act •  by 5ÿ> fo r  Barvas, Lochs 
and U ig and by 10ÿ> fo r  Stornoway. A ll a g r ic u ltu r a l su b je c ts ,  
moreover, were ra ted on only th ree -e ig h th s  o f th e ir  a sse ssa b le  
r e n ta l (A gr icu ltu ra l Rates Act 1896) thus the average c r o fte r  
should have been ab le to  pay the lo c a l ra tes* Non- 
a g r ic u ltu r a l ten an ts received  no deductions under th e  
The p ro p r ie to r 's  r a te s  were e x c e s s iv e , end in  1905 the  
p ro p r ie to r 's  r a te s  on th e Matheson E sta te  amounted to  
o f  the r e n ta l. The town r a te s  in Stornoway were a lso  very  
h igh , c o n s t itu t in g  a r e la t iv e ly  grea ter  burden on the town:
:d w ellers than the lo c a l  r a te s  d id on the c r o fte r s  in  the  
landward d i s t r i c t s .
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Average Average A ctual r a te s  Average amount gross * a s se ss -  per i  lev ied  paid In resp ect  r e n ta l ab le on occupiers o f  each c r o ft  r e n ta l o f  c r o fts  1904-5
P ar ish oro?t1064-5 d r a f t 1 6 6 4 - 5T66Ï-5
Barvas 1 .1 7 . 4 13. 4 8 . 3 f . 5 . 6 i
Loohs 1 .1 4 .1 0 12. 5 8 . S i 5. u
U ig 2 . 7 . 3 16.10 7. 6 . si
Stornovïay Landward 1 .1 5 . 1 11.10 3 i l0 2 . 3**
TOTAL 1 .1 8 . 2 13. 4 i
T o tal Assess: Paid by Major Matheson F a llin g  on:ment Imposed T o tal o t h e r r a t e :tpgyers
Barvas £ 1 ,4 4 4 .1 0 . 2 £ 1 ,0 1 1 .1 6 . 1 £432.12 . 1
In Barvas the parish  ra te  increased from 3/7 in  1874 
to  13/11 in 1905 and the t o t a l  ra te s  increased from 4 /4  in  
1874 to  16/10-J  ^ in  1905 o f  which approxim ately h a lf  was paid  
by the owner and h a lf  by the occup ier. Thus th is  p a r ish . 
being an exceed in gly  congested area o f  low rented sm all 
a g r ic u ltu r a l hold i n g s, had a tax  y ie ld  q u ite  inadequate fo r  
the barest needs o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n . I t  was only  by s p e c ia l  
gran ts th a t  l oca l  ad m in istra tion  was able to  con tinue to  
fu n c t io n .
The gen eral con clu sion s showed th a t in  Barvas and in  
Stornoway the gross v a lu a tio n  had increased s in ce  1896, and
   - -
th a t  th e  poor r a t e  showed th e  ^ e^ ^ test in c r e a se  txaà was th e  
h e a v ie s t  burden on th e  p e o p le . In a l l  th e  Lew is p a r ish e s  
th e  oivners pa id more th an  t h e ir  sh are o f  th e  a s s e s s r ie n t s , 
th e  o c c u p ie r s  a co r resp o n d in g ly  sm a ller  amount.19 H ille a r y  R ep ort, 1938
I t  was n o t u n t i l  193o th a t  a fu r th e r  g e n e r a l su rvey
o f  c o n d i t io n s  w ith in  th e  Highland r e g io n  was u nd ertaken .
In th a t  yea r  th e  S c o t t is h  Economic Comraitte© ap po in ted  a
com m ittee t o  "exam ine th e  économ ie c c r d i t io n  o f  th e  H ighlands
and I s la n d s  and th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  th e  developm ent o f  th e
lo c a l  in d u s tr ie s  th e r e in ."  The a rea s  concerned were tn e
seven  c r o f t in g  c o u n t ie s .  The re p o r t w hich  th e  Co im iittee
produced in  1938 , known a s  th e  H ille a r y  R ep ort, d e a l t  f u l l y
With a l l  a s p e c ts  o f  th e  H ighland s i t u a t io n  w ith  s p e c ia l
#r e fe r e n c e  to  th e  c r o f t in g  d i s t r i c t s .  Owing to  th e  ou tb reek  
o f  V/ar in  1939 , no l e g i s l a t i o n  fo llo w ed  t h i s  rep o r t whose 
main f in d in g s  were as fo l lo w s :
(1) The u n s a t is f a c to r y  ec o n o m ic .c o n d it io n s  w ith in  th e  
H ighland s were r e f le c t e d  in  th e  unbalanced s tr u c tu r e  
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n .
(2 ) Tlie l im ite d  r e so u r c e s  a v a i la b le  f o r  con im ercial purposes  
had been o n ly  in c o m p le te ly  d ev e lo p ed .
(3) P rod u ction  from th e  lend and from th e  sea  v/as belov; 
c a p a c i ty .
(4 ) M arketing d i f f i c u l t i e s  were r e ta r d in g  improvements and 
o rg a n ised  m arketing was advocated w ith  a C en tra l
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Marketing Agency*
(5) S o c ia l con d ition s  needed en erg etic  measures in  certa in  
areas p a r t ic u la r ly  in regard to  water su p p lies  and 
communi oa t ion s «
(6) Many c r o fts  were incapable o f  provid ing a liv e lih o o d  
thus the n e c e s s ity  fo r  lo c a l in d u str ie s  was evident*
(7) The appointment o f  a Development Commissioner w ith  
wide powers was recommended.
(8) The F ishery Board should in v e s t ig a te  the p o s s ib i l i t i e s  
o f  extend ing f is h in g  in the Highlands and i t  should have 
powers to  g iv e  gran ts and loan s to  fisherm en.
(9) P ie r s ,  harbours, and land ing p la ce s  should be improved.
(10) F orestry  should be encouraged in  every p o ss ib le  way.
(11) Water power resou rces should be developed to  th e f u l l .
(12) The to u r is t  industry  should be encouraged.
Owing to  th e outbreak o f  war in 1939 few o f  th ese  
recommendations could be carried cut immediately but s in ce  
1945 much has been done to  a s s i s t  th e Highland reg ion  in  
general along the l in e s  ou tlin ed  above.
Lewis A ssocia tion
During the war the Lewis A ssocia tion  was founded by a 
group o f in tere sted  is la n d e r s . I t  has published a number o f  
rep o rts  s in ce  1943 which provide very valuable inform ation  
on the presen t day problems o f the is la n d .
West Highland Survey
In 1944 the West Highland Survey was s e t  up under th e
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d lr e o t io n  o f  D r .P .F ra ser  D a r lin g  to  rep o r t f u l l y  on p r e se n t  
day c o n d it io n s  w ith in  th e  c r o f t in g  a r e a s . The b a s is  o f  
t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  was a tovm ship survey  o f  every  c r o f t in g  
o o r r u n ity . The re p o r t i s  n o t y e t  a v a i la b le  to  th e g e n e r a l  
p u b lic .
Conr I s s ic n  on C r o ft in g , 1951
In 1951 a Corn i s s io n  o f  enquiry in to  c r o f t in g  
c o n d i t io n s  was s e t  up un er  t '.e  o a irm anship  o f  D rir ic ip a l 
T a y lo r . T h is in v e s t ig a t io n  i s  proceed ing a t th e  p rese n t  
tim e but i t  i s  in t e r e s t in g  to  record IT: a t a lrea d y  th e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  hetv/^'er Lew is and t  ^ e mainland bave been  
em phasised both by Lewiamen and e t h e r s .
K tu .  ^ -« ' ' .7  ( 6 ^ :
 ^ - BCOITOKIC AI'ID
t' • SOCIAL SURVEY .
. y - ' v % k : ; a T ; . ; , V h ^ : r
V ^ ;T4#r
jj ’^ i. j ytf ■'"^ V /
.........
A .  . *  . . t i . . .  J . t r  a A . ; :
il ^
V r , . ' - . .  y ? ' »  ' - ‘ V
74
54
24
VI. LAND SETTLE TOT AND VALUATION
1 . LAND SETTLKZEMT
In 1666 West Leivls and West Sutherland were both  
parts o f v a st Pilghland e s t a t e s ,  belong ing r e s p e c t iv e ly  
to  Lady Matheson and to  the Duke o f Sutherland. S ince  
th a t  time important changes have taken p lace in land 
ownership in both reg ion s but th e ir  r e sp e c tiv e  p a ttern s  
o f  land use remain p r a c t ic a lly  the same. West Levrla i s  
s t i l l  e x c lu s iv e ly  a c r o ft in g  area w h ile  West Sutherland  
r e ta in s  i t s  deer f o r e s t s ,  i t s  sheep farm s, i t s  home farms 
and a lso  i t s  c r o ft in g  a rea s . In s p ite  o f  th ese  co n tra sts  
the m ajority  o f  th e in h ab itan ts o f  both reg ion s are s t i l l  
sm all landholders (c r o fte r s )  l iv in g  in ru ra l toiTnships. 
Land Settlem en t Schemes 1887-1912
The en q u ir ies  o f the Deer Forest Comm issioners, 
which began in 1892, confirmed the f in d in g s  sta ted  in  the  
Napier Report in  1884: they too suggested improvements
fo r  th e c r o fte r  popula tion o f West Sutherland but fo r  
West Lewis they found d i f f i c u l t i e s  almost insurm ountable. 
West Sutherland
In 1692 the West Sutherland p arish es were d iv ided  
betiveen largo sheep form s, deor fo r e s t s  and cro fters*  
lands as fo llo w s:
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West Sutherland Par ishes 1892
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Sheep Farms Deer F orests C rofters’ LandsParish icreage Rent Aorea^e Kent Acrea/ko Rent
Durness 75.000 £2,075 18,200 £865 11,800 £287
E d d rach illis 27,551 £371 77,800 £1,380 30,200 £607
; ssyn t 46,880 £1.485 28,500 £950 31.040 £1,067
TOTAL 149.431 £3.931 124,500 £3,195 73,040 £1.961
54 Sheep Farms in vest Sutherland 1892Parish Arable Outrun MoorPasture T o talAcreage Rent
Durness 360 1410 73,230 75,000 £2,075
E d d ra ch illis 69 103 27,379 27,551 £ 308
iiSsynt 167 156 46,555 45,880 £1.4t)5
total 596 1671 147,164 149,431 £3.868
(The sheep farms o f the region were d is tr ib u ted  unevenly
between the three p arish es as the la r g e s t o f them were
situ a ted  on the Durness Limestone outcrops and were th erefo re
found m ostly in the parish  o f Durness.)
The above s t a t i s t i c s  shcxT th e ju s t i f io a t io n  of the  
c r o fters  * d emands for  more /mo b e tte r  land > They a lso  show
the v a r ia tio n s  between the th ree p a r ish es. I ’ M d r a c h i l l is
the t o t a l  acreage o f a l l  the forrjs was only equal to  th a t of 
one o f the grea t farms of Durness. iissyn t occupied an
interned la te  p o s it io n  w ith  regard to  i t s  lejud u t i l i z a t io n ;  
i t s  acreage under sm all hold ings appears more s a t is fa c to r y  a t 
a g la n ce , but i t s  t o t a l  population was much g rea ter  thim. th a t
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o f Durness or B a d r a c h illis  and congestion  in  the c o a s ta l town:
:sh ip s was a c tu a lly  more severe than anywhere e l s e .
54 The in terroga tion  o f the fa c to r  o f  the Sutherland E sta tes  by 
the Deer Forest Commissioners ind ica ted  th e ir  sym pathetic 
a t t itu d e  towards the c r o fte r s  o f West Sutherland; s t a t i s t i c s  
provided by th e e s t a te  (see  above) showed th a t the proportion  
o f land under deer fo r e s t  and sheep farms was exceed in gly  high# 
The c r o fte r s  wanted more land by breaking up the sm all sheep  
forms (which had form erly been under c r o fte r  occupation) and 
by reducing the s iz e  o f the very large farms. They were much 
l e s s  in terested  in  ob ta in in g land from the deer fo r e s ts  fo r  
they knew i t  to  be u n su itab le  and feared th a t i t s  a c q u is it io n  
. m ight g r e a t ly  in crease th e ir  r e n ts . The fa c to r  was adamant 
th a t  th ere was no land s u ita b le  e ith e r  fo r  hold ings or fo r  
enlargements but the f i nd ings o f the Commissioners d id not agree
Lands scheduled for  cro fters*  h o ld ings  by Deer Fbrest Comm issionefs ÏSSS
A. For new hold ings w ith  correspond ing p astu re.
B. For ex ten sion s  o f graz in g s.
0 . For m oderately s ized  hold ings (graz ing farms m a inly).
A. (acres)_________B. (acres)_______G. (acres)54
Par ish Old/iraBIe Pasture Old Old Arable Pasture Arable Pasture
Assynt 130 13605 5 7151 26 9833
E d d ra ch illis 43 4704 15 17461 19 4854
Durness 512 5775 6 8 17743 72 856V
TOTAL 685 24084 8 8 42555 23254
l ê S i- i ï  ü ’ïïl ' . '  .
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Few new se ttlem en ts  a c tu a lly  m a ter ia lised  but the  
ex ten s io n s  granted to  common graz ings enabled the sm all 
ten an ts to  in crease th e ir  sheep stock s which had fo r  long  
represen ted th e ir  main source o f cash income. The en large: 
:ments granted between 1889 and 1912 were as fo llo w s:
Farm Townships enlarged Extent o f onlargeiaent
A ssyn t P e r ish
Ardvar OldanyAchmorePart o f Olenoanisp Deer Forest
Lediaore farm Inver farm Clashmore farm
Durness Parish
S toer toTvnships 6000 acres
Klphin and Khockan Badidarroch S teer  toiTTiships
Rispond farm Durness townships
E d d ra ch illis  Par ish
Sandwood Farm ) Oldshore townshipsSheigra Farm )
Not s ta ted  890 acres  91 acres
3900 acres
1940 acres  sm all area
In Durness the whole o f Rispond farm was granted to  
67 holders in 1890* A fter leng thy  d isp u tes  parts o f  th e  
grea t sheep farms of K eoldale, B alnake il and E r ib o ll were 
a lso  g iven  up to  in crease  tne ex ten t of th e cro fter s*  lands* 
In 1907, however, the C rofters* Commission expla ined th a t  
no more land could be made a v a ila b le  to  sm all holders in  
Durness.
In ^issynt land was granted r e a d i ly  to  th e congested  
tovmships o f Htoer from the farms of Oldany, Ardvar and
- - - ^--1 ' ' 4 a -  •:■ ■ /  "  ... - 78
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Achirore. In 1888 alone 6,000 acres were granted from th ese  
farms a t a ren t (In clu d in g  700 acres from G lencan isp deer 
fo r e s t )  o f  £175. The inland townships o f  Klphin and Knockem
were granted some land fro? Ledmore farm (1891) and more again
: - in  1911. The provision  o f enlargements from deer fo r e s t s
was o ften  much more d i f f i c u l t  as the q u a lity  o f  the land was
seldom su ita b le :  t h is  a ffe c te d  the c r o fte r s  from the
Inverkirka ig  d i s t r i c t  o f Assynt and th e enlargements v/hioh
they were allowed were ren ted r e la t iv e ly  h e a v ily . Inver
farm (890 acres) was granted to  the c r o fte r s  o f Badidarroch
who a lso  received  some land from Glencan isp deer fo r e s t .
These enlargem ents increased th e ir  ren ts  threefo ld#
Clashmore was one o f the la s t  farms to  have been formed on
the Sutherland E sta tes  in Assynt but in  1688, 91 acres o f  i t
were granted to  the c r o f te r s .  They were d i s s a t i s f ie d  w ith
t h is  and in  1908 the Duke d iv ided  i t  in to  21 lo t s  and two
parks. S ix  remaining lo t s  were l e t  to  c o t ta r s . In 1905
rev a lu a tio n s  were carried out in many parts o f th is  p ar ish .
In E d d ra ch illis  some grazing land was granted from the  
sheep farms, a l l  o f which were almost e x c lu s iv e ly  p a sto ra l 
farm s, (compare Durness where B alnak iel and îleo ld a le  had 820 
and 731 acres o f  arable land r e s p e c t iv e ly ) , thus very l i t t l e  
arab le or green pasture land could be provided a t a ll#
Sandwood farm (1940 acres) was granted to  27 holders from the  
neighbouring townships in 1895, and Sheigra was d ivided in to  
7 sm all hold ings in  1912 •
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The nev; h o ld in g s  th a t  v/ere e s ta b lish e c i in  th e  north ern  
p a r t o f  th e ra in la n d  requiroc fr o n  f i v e  to  tw en ty  r c r e s  o f  
a r a b le  la n d , and p a stu re  fo r  f o r t y  to  two hundred sh eep .
In  "Vest Sutherland th e r e fo r e  t  e r a i n  vrork o f  t h e  C r o f te r s ’
Corn:'lesion and la t e r  o f  t i  e Land Court o o n s is to d  o f  d e a l in g  
w ith  g r a z in g  r e g u la t io n s ,  w ith  e s t a b l i s h in g  s n a i l  te n a n ts  on 
farm s broken up fo r  them , w ith  f i x i n g  f a i r  r e n t s ,  and w ith  
r e v a lu in g  c e r ta in  d i s t r i c t s .48
a s ta t e r e ij t  made on Sutherland  in  1903 by th e  Congested  
D i s t r i c t s  Board r e fe r r e d  to  th e  g r e a t  s c a r c i t y  o f  a ra b le  land  
in  t he c r o f t in g  tqvm sh igs  ^ to  th e j^ s e  made o f  th e  en la rged  
coiia on g r a z in g s  {o b ta in ed  fro n  sheep  farmsJ ai.d to  th e  
g e n e r a l improvements in  h ou sin g  and l i v in g  stw id a rd s  which  
r e s u lt e d  from th e  C r o f te r s ’ A ct 
West Lew is
In West Lew is c r o f t e r  w itn e s s e s  ©xarined by th e  Deer 
F o r e st  Com m issloners s tr e s s e d  th e  extrem e c o n g e s t io n  and o v er -
04
croi7d ing w ith in  th e  to im sh ip s  and th e y  demanded land from  
Gal3on f arms and f r om - le lb o s t ,  B orve. O ther ev id en ce
showed th a t  w h ile  th e  Lew is h o ld in g s  were undoubtedly  
u n e c o n o n ic a lly  s m a l l ,  s u b le t t in g  and s u b d iv i s ion had 
con tin u ed  in s p i t e  o f  i t s  c o n s ta n t  a r o h ib it io n  by th e  e s t a t e  
au th o r i t i e s .  L oreover , a ra b le  and g ra z in g  lan d s  were both  
u s u a lly  o f  poor q u a l i t y  and v;ere n o t w e l l  managed. Lady 
I .a th e so u ’s  agen t p resen ted  th e  fo llo w in g  s t a t i s t i c a l  s ta te m e n t ,54
A:
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exp la in in g  th a t  s in ce  1644 the number o f hold ings (rany o f
them i l l e g a l  c o tta r s  h o ld ings) had in creased by 995.
Matheson E sta te  R ental 1884
P a r ish Number C rofters Farmers, Sportsmen’s Other^  "^ en taT " IJastlcT f is h in g s  Proprie :CroTEers Grounds e t c . : to r s
Stornoway 982 £1723 .14 .6  £1707 .0 .0  £74 9 .0 .0  £618. 5 .6
Barvas 962 1775. 7 . 0 352 .O.O 4 9 1 .0 .0 . 2 8 3 .1 3 .0
U ig 614 1487. 5 . 5 7 8 0 .0 .0 . 3 3 0 7 .0 .0 . 179 .14 .7
Lochs 518 931. 3 . 6  1 4 0 .0 .0 . 3281 .0 .0 . 2 6 2 .1 6 .6
TOTAL 3076 £5917.10. 5 £2979.0.0 £6835 .0 .0  £1546. 9 .7
From the above i t  i s  ev iden t th a t Barvas i s  more
e x c lu s iv e ly  a c r o ft in g  parish  than any o f the o th ers; i t  is
not su rp risin g  th erefore  th a t i t s  problems o f  poverty and
over-crowd ing were considered to  be p r a c t ic a lly  in so lu b le .
The Commissioners were on ly  ab le to  schedule th e fo llo w in g
lands fo r  c r o fte r s  hold ings in !Vost Lew is.
54 P ar ish  Descr ip t io n  Land ScheduledOld Arable Pasture
Barvas Dalebeg graz ings 78 a cr es  1795 acres
Galson 692 " 5248
Th is sm all ta b le  shows th e ab so lu te im p o ss ib ility  o f
provid ing a d d it io n a l land fo r  sm all holders w ith in  the
immediate v ic in i t y  o f the e x is t in g  tow nsh ips. The C ro fters’
Commission a l lo t t e d  60 acres o f  grazing land from Galson farm
fo r  the c r o fte r s  o f  Mid Borve and in 1909»650 acres were
granted to  th e c r o fte r s  o f  Gar in in , Carloway.
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Land J e t t le n e n t  Schemes o f  t he Board o f  iigr l c . i l tu r e  1912 4- 
West Lew is
. i f t e r  th e  p a ss in g  o f  th e  1911 ;iot th e Board o f  
A g r ic u ltu r e  r e c e iv e d  numerous a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  la n d , These50a p p l ic a t io n s  were e s p e c ia l l y  numerous fr o r  th e  Outer xxebrides 
where th e r e  were th r e e  c la s s e s  o f  a p p l ic a n t s ,  v i z .
(a) f ish erm en , r e q u ir in g  a lso  f i v e  to  e ig h t  a c r e s  o f  a ra b le  
land and tw en ty  to  t h i r t y  a cres  o f rough p a s tu r e , (b) c r o f t e r s ,  
to  whom f i s h in g  was a s u b s id ia r y  o cc u p a t io n , and (c )  e x i s t in g  
la n d h o ld ers  who reo u ired  en largem en t3 to  t h e ir  h o ld in g s .61 Frequen t r e fe r e n c e  was rade to  th e  e x c s o t io n a l ly  d i f f i c u l t
0ond i t  i or.s in Lev;is and i t  was g o te te d  out th a t  f e i ; o f  th e50 ~ ' '  ....................numerou s a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  enlargem en ts and fo r  h o ld in g s  c ou ld
be gran ted as th e r e  was i n s u f f l e  le n t  Igind ava i  lab  l e . Few
sm a ll h o ld e r s  were w i l l in g  to  m igra te  and sorro main land
p r o p r ie to r s  were u n w i l l in g  to  a ccep t is la n d  m ig ra n ts . Uxe
Hoard a ls o  ro co iv ed  many a p p l io a t ic n s  fo r  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e
under th e  1911 Act b u t th ey  were a v erse  to  makln lo îm s  where
c o t t ars occupied sqm’O o f  th e  ara b le  land  ^ as so o f t e n happened 
ir. l e w i s .
In 191C s e v e r a l  Board o f A g r ic u ltu r e  so h o res fo r  Lew is 
were suspended as Lord Leverhulm e, who had purchasec th e  
is la n d  in  th a t  y e a r , had o th er  p la n s  fo r  h is  e s t a t e  /aid d id  
n o t favou r tîie  c r o f t in g  way o f  l i f e .  lu r in g  h i s  p r o p r ie to r :50 : sh ip  numerous c a se s  were brought aga5r s '- him by th e  Lew is 
c r o f t e r s  i/ho demanded com pensation fo r  th e  resum ption o f  p a r ts
o f  t h e i r  o o i m n o n  , ; r . : r i r i g  l a n d . ?  arc fo r  e t h e r ,  s o m o t i  o o  o b sc u r e . 
r e a s o n s .  Ir. 1 0 2 0  a n d  1 9 2 1 ,  l a n d  a g i t a t i o n  w a s  w i d e s p r e a d  
a n d  i n  L e w i s  c o t t a r s  a n d  s q u a t t e r s  s e t t l e d  f o r c i b l y  u p o n  C o l l  
a n d  ' ’r n s s  f a r m s  i n  ”! > i s t  L e w i s .  T h e  I B o a r d  a n d  L o r d  j u e v e r h u l  e
f a i l e d  t o  r e ' c h  a  s e t t l e m e n t  o n  t h i s  i s s u e *  s i :  i l a r l y ,  t h e
B o a r d  w a s  u r - ; . ' b l e  t o  p r o c e o  v / i t h  l a n d  s e t t l e m e n t  s c h e m e s  under
t h e  1 9 1 “ c t .  L a t e r ,  t h e  h e a r d  h a d  t o  b r e a k  u p  p r  c u i c . _ l l y
e v e r  ' fa r - :  i n  L e w i s  f o r  s m a l l  h o l d i n g s  b u t  b e f o r e  th  : . s  t o o k  
p i - 0 6  t h e  L a n d  C o u r t  f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  r e p o r t  i n  1 9 2 2  t h a t51 " ;3 iTiu.st assume th a t  even th e  is la n d  o f  Lew is i s  p art o f  a 
c i v i l i s e d  commun i t  y in  w h ich th e  ord in ary  lav; o f  th e  land nay  
be .Liveced wO p reven t or pud dcn n^ d is o r d e r .- ’ fnoim v;as l i t t l e  
Inna r'.aiding In /e s t  L ev/is , however, as a l l  th e  la u n , oroopt 
Galson f  :.rn, v;as a lrea d y  under c r o f t e r  o cc u p a t io n . The 
b reak in g  un of th a t  fa r n  Hi 192” in to  52 ne'/ h o ld .lrgs in
" ta c t ic a lly  t h e  I 'u s t  scheme t l ie  Board cou ld  undertadie in  th e
lo n g  Islan d  a s  a l l  th e  fcsr/is ova l i a b l e  hud by th.at t i :  o been  
tak en  up. In 1923 th e  Board took  over 4G4 a c r e s  o f  conaaoii50 g ra z in g  land in  J e s s  on f e u . T h is v;as d iv id ed  in to  135 two
a cre  l o t s  t o  bo ren ted  a t  an annu 1 r e n ta l  o f  1 0 / -  ea ch .
T h is  a r e a , between Cross and S k ig e r s t . , i s  s t i l l  th e  p rop erty
o f  t h e  departm ent o f  .h gr icu ltu re*
B es t  o u t ;  e r l and
In /e s t  SutherlêUiQ th e  . .c t  o f  1911 brought few er
a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  a s s i s t a n c e  th en  i t  had done in  u'est Lew is*
The Lctnd S e tt le m en t  ^ot o f  1919 , hov/ever, brought s e v e r a l
'i rr  - "7 . j T .  V .  ‘ /  '  ' ' " '  " T " "  ' .  - y '  ' '  U ;  ' ' .  -  -  ;=- ; • - . - - - -  . ,  -V
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a p p lica tio n s  fo r  land fo r  sm all hold ings fo r  ex -S erv icc  men. 
These req u ests were made a t  a time when, as in  Lew is, changes 
in  land ownership were tak ing p la ce , but there was no Lord 
Leverhulme in Sutherland and the changes which occurred there 1
were not o f a sp ectacu lar k ind. The land settlem en t problem ; 
which ex is ted  in  West Sutherland was the in eq u itab le  d i s t r i :  
rbutior o f the land, e s p e c ia l ly  the good land in Durness, ;
between th e sheep farmers and the c r o f te r s .  . In many o f  the
’C learance’ townships o f  a l l  th ree p arish es the hold ings were 
too  sm all to  provide a l iv in g  and, w ith  r is in g  l iv in g  coa ts  J
end very few su b sid iary  sources o f emplojrment, i t  meant th a t , - y 
u n less  the Board in tervened to  a s s i s t  return ing e x -se r v ic e m e n ,:È
further em igration from th e reg ion  would take p la ce . : -50 4A ccord ingly, when the S r ib o ll  E s ta te , Durness (27140 acres)
was up fo r  s a le  in 1919, the Board purchased i t  w ith  the i
in ten tio n  o f  en larging e x is t in g  hold ings a t Laid and o f ^
c o n s t itu t in g  15 new hold ings a t E r ib o ll whoso s e t t lo r s  should62 take over the sheep sto ck  and work i t  as a club farm. The 
enlargements were made but even tu a lly  i t  was r e a l is e d  th a t  
t h is  property was not su ita b le  fo r  sm all hold ings end, a f te r  
working i t  for  a w h ile  th e  Board so ld  i t  to  a Border sheep  
farmer in 1926, a t grea t f in a n c ia l lo s s  to  i t s e l f .50 In 1921 the Board acquired the 30,000 acre p a sto ra l 
farm o f  K eoldale, a lso  in Durness. This farm provided 50 
enlargements fo r  the Durness c r o f te r s ’ hold ings and the large  
sheep stock  was taken over by 43 shareholders from the Durness
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toi'.Tiships and vrorked bs  a c lu b  farm .
In ' ssTvTit and ir  E d d r a c h i l l i s ,  ivhere s e v e r a l  o f  th e
s n a l le r  farms and co rsid era b lG  area s  o f  g ra z in g  land had been 
g ra n te  to  t i e  c r o f t e r s  by th e  C r o f te r s ’ C orm ission b e fo r e
th e  F ir s t  World War, no s ig n i f i c a n t  changes in  land s e t t l e i  on t
took  p la c e  a f t e r  th e  Var had ended.
Land S e tt le m en t  tod ay  
In bo th  r e g io n s  th e  p résen t  Ian s e t  t ie r  on t p a t te r n s  
were e s t  ab l .'Ghee by 1925 and, a ltiiougij t r e r e  avo beer soi e 
changes in  land o im ersh ip  s in c e  th e n , th e s e  nave had nore  
e f f e c t  upon th e  p r o v is io n  o f  s u b s id ia r y  employment than  in  
a f f e c t in g  th e  v-orkiiq, o f  th e  c r o fts *
I i‘ West L ew is , t  land i s  now d iv id ed  between fo u r  
e s t a t e s ,  each c o n s i s t in g  r f  a la r g e  number o f  c r o f t in g  toiTn:
: s h ip s  and t h e ir  common g ra z in g  la n d s . The o n ly  ftirn s are th e  
sm a ll ren ted  farm s a t  D e ll  in  Hess and th e  g le b e  a t  Barvas* 
Farms in  West Leivis
E x ten tName 
: i l l  Farm, D e ll ISO a cr es
Barvas Glebe 640 a c r e s
S tock
150 sheep  (90 a t  P e l l  140 on ik>rth Eona)10 head o f  c a t t l e
300 sheep  20 head o f  c a t t l e
The C r o ss -S k ig e r s ta  ai*ea in   ^e s s  i s  s t i l l  ovmed by th e  D epart: 
;n en t o f  A g r ic u ltu r e . There i s  v ery  l i t t l e  land n o t c la s s i f i e d  
a s  a g r ic u ltu r a l  a lth o u jh  a number o f  th e  in h a b it /m ts  are  
c o t t a r s  or s q u a t t e r s .
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The © sta tes and the c r o ftin g  townships o f West Lewis 
are as fo llo w s:
E sta te Extent Township Number o f  Holdings
Galson Butt o f Leivis Eoropie 37 )E sta tes to Fivepenny 5 \L td. Upper Barvas Khookaird 18 )Port o f  Ness 24 )Eorodale 9 ) Kiidabrock 14 )S k ig ersta 2 0  ) EL ionel 38 )Habost 48 ) SSwanibost i 50 )Cross 1 36 ) SNorth D ell 2 2South D ell 46Galson 52High Borve 9Fivepenny Borve 48Lower Shader 39Upper Shader 32B ellan tru sh a l 2 2
.
Upper Barvas 2 2
T 0 T A L SO 591
Cross- On skinned lane C ross-Sk igerst€ 82S k igersta between CrossRoad and S k ig ersta(D.O.A.S .)
T 0 T A JL 1 82
Barvas Lower Barvas tc Lower Barvas 65E sta tes Shawbost River Brue 29L td, /m o l 49North Bragar 45South Bragar 64North Shawbost 56Nev/ Shawbost 35
T 0 T A L 7
. .. _________ ___________
343
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E sta te Extent Township Nnnber o f Ifold ings
Lewis Island South Shawbost South Shawbost 45C rofters Ltd. to Dalemore 1 0Carloway R iver Dalebeg Upper Carlo7/ay Borrowston Garinin
6581627
T O T A L • 6 162
Carloway South o f K iriviok 14E sta tes Carloway R iver Knock 31Ltd* to  CalXanish (part only  in  W*Lewis region)
Doune Carlov/a;^ 24
T O T A L 3 69
T O T A L WEST LEVIS 37 1247
In West Sutherland there are sev era l e s ta t e s  o f  
varying s iz e s*  Some are e x o lu s iv e ly  sp ortin g  p ro p er tie s , 
sorr»© are large sheep farm s, other have farms and sp ortin g  
land and on some a lso  th ere are a con sid érab le number o f  
c r o ft in g  townships# Most o f  t h is  land i s  p r iv a te ly  owned 
but the large sheep farm a t  Keoldale in Durness s t i l l  belongs 
to  the Department o f  A griculture* In ad d ition  to  th e se  varied  
types o f  ru ra l se ttlem en t , there i s  one sm all urban n u cleu s, 
v iz .  the sm all v i l la g e  o f Lochinver where a number o f  the  
in h ab itan ts  are d e f in i t e ly  urban subjects*  There i s  thus a 
much more varied settlem en t pa ttern here than in  West Lewis 
although the t o t a l  popula tion i s  very much sm aller*
The e s ta te s  and c r o ft in g  townships o f West Sutherland  
are d is tr ib u te d  as fo llo w s:
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C rofting Townships in  West Sutherland
Number o f
Par ish E sta te D is tr ib u tio n Townships Holdings
Durness Durness North coast (Durine 17between Kyle o f (B a lvo lich 5Durness and (AChines 1Loch E r ib o ll (L erin 9(Sangomore 21(âmoo 6(Sangobeg 5W .side Loch E r ib o ll Laid 19
TOTAL 8 83
Eddra: Scourie Around Soourie Bay (Scourie v illa g e > 10c h i l l i s n ( 3cour iemore 25ft Iso la ted  sca ttered i Bad c a l l ,  Bcourit > 11tt c o a s ta l townships [ Tarbet 5It betv/een M d r a c h i l l is ( Fanagmore 2ft Bay and Loch Lax ford ( Foindlemore ÔKin ioohi ^long north { itc h r ie s g il l Idb erv ie shore o f ( Bad c a l l , Inohar< I 5Loch Inchard (Rhuvoult 4{ Inshegra 1Between Lochs Inch K inlochbervie 12& ClashC oastal townships (0 1 dshorecK)re 13p a r tly  on blown (Drumnaguie 6sand, surrounding (P ollan 4exposed bays (B la innore 8w est o f (B alchreik 8K inlochbervie (DrOman 5(She igra 7Clath: Iso la ted  se ttlem en ts ( irdmore 5ramb- on N . in le t  o f ( Portlevorohy 1Grarbh Loch Lax ford ( /^rbheg (Sterric ha> 1S*shore L.Inohard A chlighnesa 7
TOTAL 22 162
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Par ish E sta te D is tr ib u tio n
------------------------
Townships tiumber o f  Hold ings
Assynt Assynt Inland townships a t (Knockan 18ft extreme S .o f  parish . (Elph in 2 0If South o f ( Inverkirking 17tf Lochinver ( Badnaban 9v i l la g e ( Strathan Id« ^ 14•shore L.Inver Badidarroch 9Iso la ted  W.of Locshini BT Ardroe 4ft Along S toer road (Torbreok 5from Loohinver (R hicam 1ft Surrounding sandy ( Aohmelvich 28bays north of ( C la ch to ll 29Loch Inver ( S toer 2 2( C lashnessie 2 2tt On Torridon ian ( Balchlad ich 1 0Sandstone pen insula (Clashmore 27o f Rhu S toer ( Culke in-Aohna 28( carnon(iichnaoamon 15(R affin 5ft Along S .c o a s t  o f ( Culkein-Drurab eg 19E d d ra ch illis  Bay ( Drumbeg 2 0( Nedd 16ft E .o f Kyleskue Ferrj Unapool 19
TOTAL 2 2 349
T 0 T A 1 WEST SüTBSRLAlvïD 52 594
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Non C rofting r e a s  o f .'est Sutherland  
1# Sheep Fanna
Acreage Sheep Faroa Grazed Deer Forest
Durness
E d d ra ch illis
Assynt
54000 Small area
7000 approx* Large area
35000 Considerablearea
120000
(E s t ir a te s  only are a v a ila b le )
II# Deer F orests
III# lYoodlands
Durness 
E d d ra ch illis  
/issyn t
Shee3 toc
150OC apijrox 
7000 approx 
7000 approx
29000
S itu a t io n Dane o f  F orest Acreage
iiS aynt Glenoanisp 32,000
Assynt & E d d ra ch illis Inchnadamph 1 1 , 0 0 0
Assynt Loch Assynt 15,092
Durness Gcbernu isgac h 12,375
E d d ra ch illis & Durness Ben Dee 21,134
E d d ra ch illis K inlochbervie 3,264
E d d ra ch illis ÛC Durness Reay and Glendhu 76,000
E d d ra ch illis & Durness C orriekinlooh 1 0 , 0 0 0
180 .803
T otal woe dltmd area  
759 acres  
584 "
1473 "
m s
Excludes areas planted s in ce  1950.
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2# VALUATION
The v a lu a tio n  s t a t i s t i c s  fo r  the two reg ion s  show 
s ig n i f ic a n t  c o n tr a s ts  due to  th e v a r ia tio n s  in  th e ir  
r e sp e c t iv e  land use p a ttern s .
West Sutherland 1949#»50
Yearly R en tal
Par ish
Durness
Eddra:: c h i l l i s^issynt
TOTAL
i^r io u ltu r a l  
E S â d ---------
or Value
N on-A gricultural
£1768. 8 .11  
1435.1C. 5 
8325 .11 . 6
ig r iTan
£1598. 4 . 0 
8448. 0 . 0 
3417. 5 . 0
T o tal
£3366. 6 .1 1  
3677.10 . 5 
5748.16. 6
£5589. 4 .10 £7457. 9 . 0 £12986.13.10
R ateable Value 
Durness £257. 5 . 0 £1394. 0 . 0
B d d ra o b illis  153. 0 . 0 . 8453.10. 0
Assynt 1831 .15 . 0______ 8493. 0 . 0
TOTAL
£1651. 5 . 0  
8606.10 . 0  
3784 .15 . 0
£1648. 0 . 0 £6340.10. 0 £7988.10. 0
Barras
Barras
V alua tion  o f  West Lewis 1946-47 
Yearly R en tal or Value 
£8314.16. 3 £988. 0 . 0 £3896.16. 3
R ateable Value 
£347. 0 . 3 £930. 5 . 0 £1877. 5 .3
■ >
,  Ar-"" : .. : -  ; v   ^ r  i  ^  - r ---.-•-  r-^ m- * -  • :
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(N#B* Although s t a t i s - i c s  fo r  the two reg ion s  are fo r  d if fe r e n t  years t h i s  would make no appreciable  d if fe r e n c e  to  the v a lu a t io n s . The t o t a l  r e n ta ls  have changed l i t t l e  s in c e  1892 ex cep t, in thecase o f  A ssyn t, where th e value o f  the non-a g r ic u ltu r a l land has g r e a t ly  in crea sed .
In Sutherland th e r e n ta ls  from the n o n -a g r icu ltu ra l
land exceed th ose  o f the a g r ic u ltu r a l land: in Lewis the
converse i s  tr u e . A lso , the t o t a l  r e n ta ls  and ra tea b le
v a lu es are much grea ter  fo r  Sutherland than fo r  Lewis
although the la t t e r  has many more hold ings and a much
denser t o t a l  p opula tion . The average r e n ta l o f  th e West
Sutherland hold ings i s  £ 2 1 .1 6 /-  (there are a c tu a lly  very
few hold ings o f t h is  s iz e  in the r e g io n ) , but in  Test
Lew is, the average r e n ta l o f  the 1077 sm all h o ld ings
(which represen t a l l  the hold ings) i s  only £ 2  per annum.
Thus w'len the r e sp e c tiv e  areas o f  the two reg ion s  are taken
in to  accoun t, i t  i s  ev iden t th a t the degree o f  congestion
on th e land in West Lew is mu st be con siderab le whereas the
f ig u r e s  fo r  Vest Sutherland su ggest no such fe a tu r e .
There are important d if fe r e n c e s  between the th ree
parish es o f  West Sutherland. In Durness, fo r  in sta n ce ,
£1326 o f the y ea r ly  value o f  the a g r icu ltu ra l land
( t o t a l  £1768. 2 . l i d . )  i s  accounted fo r  by th e th ree b ig
sheep fa n  8  which make the a g r ic u ltu r a l land more valuab le
than the non a g r ic u ltu r a l. In E d d ra ch illis  and in ^issynt
th e valu e o f the non a g r ic u ltu r a l land (mainly deer fo r e s t)
exceeds th a t o f  th e a g r ic u ltu r a l land and the ra tea b le
9o
value of the fo r ie r  n o ticea b ly  ri^hei than tha t o f tne
la t te r *  TliroUt^hout e s t  Jutherl- nC s v a l l  m inority o f  
the population (25^ )^ con ti ibut :■ of the ra te s  o f the
reg io n .
Tlie ra tea b le  values show the low est t o t a l  f ig u res  
fo r  the most den sely  peopled parish  v iz .  barvas. j^.ora, on 
accoujit o f the sm all amount o f non a g r ic u ltu r a l land , the 
t o t a l  ra teab le  value i s  only £2177# 5# 3 . ( a l l  a g r icu ltu ra l 
land i s  a era ted .)  In Sutherland , on the other hand, as has 
been noted above, much o f the land i s  non a g r icu ltu ra l and 
t  us i t  i s  _heayily ra ted . Also i t s  a g r ic u ltu r a l land i s  
proportiona tely  more valuab le for the graz ing land i s  of 
b e tte r  q u a lity  and i t  includes large fa n  s w ith  some good 
arable le n o , as w e ll as sm all h o ld in gs.
County r a te s  ore high in a l l  c r o ft in g  cou n ties but 
in L eris as only a sm all proportion o f the population i s  non 
^ r i q u l t u r a l , t  e revenue fro^ the r a tes i s  low . lii Butneri 
:lau d , on tne other hand, as the proportion who pay higi: r a te s  
i s  grea t e r ,  t ne to ta l  y ie ld  i s  much more. i t  can rea d ily  be 
apprécia.ted th e r e fo r e , th a t ti e f in a n c ia l resources o f  lo c a l  
a u t])o r itie s  in purely c r o ft in g  areas are very lim ite d , th a t  
c r o fte r s  arc anx ious to  re ta in  th e ir  a g r ic u ltu r a l s ta tu s , th a t  
p rop rietors o f  sporting land w i l l  wish to  make as much o f i t  
^ a g r icu ltu ra l” as p o ss ib le  by using i t  as grwsing land and 
a lso  th a t County C ouncils are anxious to  obta in land and to :provide houses fo r  non g r ic u ltu r a l purposes.
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V II. LAND UTILIZATION 
1 . AGRICULTURE
(a) General Features
:g r io u ltu r a l a c t i v i t i e s  in both reg ion s ore sev ere ly  
r e s tr ic te d  by geograph ical o rn d itio n s . The amount f  land 
su ita b le  fo r  c u lt iv a t io n  i s  s t r i c t l y  lix  ited  in e x te n t , the  
range o f crops th a t ray be grown i s  very sm all and the  
p r a c t ic e s  o f animal husbandry ore determined by the  
q u a l ity  o f  the grazing la n d s , the a v a i la b i l i t y  o f w in ter  
feed su p p lies  and is o la t io n  from the main cen tres  o f  
popula tion. The b a s is  o f the a g r ic u ltu r a l econoiny in such 
h i l l  farming d i s t r i c t s  i s  stock  rea r in g , both sheep and 
c a t t l e .  N ev erth e less , the absence o f sp e c ia l is e d  d a iry  
farms and t ’:e is ta n ce  from r e t a i l  su p p lie s  o f da iry  and 
other produce, make i t  in e v ita b le  fo r  almost every hold ing  
to  be s e l f  s u f f ic ie n t  fo r  m ilk and eggs and in summer, 
most can a lso  provide them selves w ith  cheese and b u tte r .
The c u lt iv a t io n  o f crops i s  w holly complementary to  the  
rearing of stock  :na on the arable land the main crops 
grovm are o a t s ,  p o ta to es , hay and tu rn ip s . in  former tim es 
gra in  was grovm fo r  Iiuran consumption emd meal was ground 
in  lo c a l water driven m i l l s .  Today, the only  food crop i s  
th e pota to  r/hich s t i l l  forms a s ta p le  a r t ic le  o f d ie t*
The c u lt iv a t io n  o f f r u it  and v ege tab les  i s  very r e s tr ic te d  
in ex ten t although i t  has been shoim th a t ,  as long as
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adequate s h e lte r  i s  provided, such e n terp r ise s  can be h ig h ly  
suooessfu l*  ^lany attem pts have been made to  encourage 
h o r t ic u ltu r a l p u rsu its  from tim e to  tim e but they have r e t  
w ith  l i t t l e  response lo c a l ly .
The s a le  o f stock  and wool represen t th e only  sources  
o f  cash income from the land and in both reg ion s  the sheep  
and c a t t le  must g en era lly  be o f  hardy breeds and not requ ire  
much hand feed in g  in  w in ter . On the farms and on the c r o f ts  
th e  general p r a c t ic e s  are s im ila r  although the former are 
u su a lly  able to  undertake more s p e c ia l is a t io n  and are more 
h igh ly  m ec-an ised. Between the islan d  and the mainland, 
however, th ere  are con sid erab le d i f fe r e n c e s .
Although h is  hold ing i s  very sm all and very seldom  
an economic u n i t ,  the c r o fte r  i s  e n t it le d  to  Government 
gran ts and su b s id ie s  in e x a c t ly  the same way as the large  
sc a le  farmer. In both reg ion s the a g r ic u ltu r a l land i s63 meirginal and the g ra z in g  land h i l l  g ra z in g , th u s, in  
ad d ition  to  the acreage payments fo r  arable crops and to  
the d ir e c t  su b s id ie s  fo r  h i l l  s to ck , c r o fte r s  and farmers 
a l ik e  d er ive  con sid erab le b e n e f it  from the sp e c ia l p ro v isio n s  
made fo r  a s s is t in g  Marginal A gr icu ltu ral Production  
(adm in istered by the A gr icu ltu ra l E xecutives) and fo r  
comprehensive improvement schemes fo r  h i l l  farms under the  
H ill Fanning Act o f  1946.
For 1950 the f in a n c ia l a s s is ta n c e  a v a ila b le  in  th ese  
two reg ion s  was as fo llo w s . D irect su b s id ie s  were paid fo r
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p o ta toes ( £ 1 0  per a c r e ) , fo r  rye(£3 per a c r e ) , fo r  b i l l  
sheep ( 5 / -  per breed ing ewe or g irm er), fo r  h i l l  c a t t le  
( £ 7  per cow or in -c a lf  h e i f e r ) ,  cUia fo r  calveS(£4 fo r  s t e e r s ,  
£5 for  h e ife r  calves)*  Grants were rv o ila b lo  fo r  dr; ino.ge 
end io u ltu r a l water supply sohe^.es, fo r  bracken c o n tr o l , 
grass drying and fo r  sundry of^er purposes* F infm c ial 
a ss is ta n c e  could a lso  be obtained tŒTards tho co st o f  
f e r t i l i z e r s  fo r  grass land and fo r  a g r ic u ltu r a l lim e. The 
L ivestock Hearing B i l l  1951 w i l l  provide further a ss is ta n c e  
to  a l l  h i l l  fann ing r e g io n s , e s p e c ia lly  fo r  c a a t le  rear in g . 
The Department o f a g r icu ltu re  a lso  has schemes a v a ila b le  
in the c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  on ly , wh‘»ch include supplying  
tr a v e l l in g  pony s t a l l io n s  for  a sm all se r v ic e  fee,supplyin,^  
b u lls  on loan to  graz ing comm ittees m d h ir in g  tc-xTaS a t  
moderate f e e s .  In a d d itio n , tne .tighlands and Isl.u id s  
V eterinary S erv ice  Scheme opera tes in the cr o ft in g  cou n ties  
whereby veter in a ry  se r v ic e s  ore made a v a ila b le  to  a l l  at 
moderate r a t e s .
The îv-arginal g r io u ltu r a l Production Schemes fo r  
West Lewis and West Sutherland are adm in istered from 
Inverness and Thurso r e s p e c t iv e ly . The Inverness 
Committee’s schere fo r  1951 continued the a s s is ta n c e  fo r  
fen c in g  portion s o f  the common grazing land commenced in  
1950. Help was a lso  given fo r  recla im in g, reseed ing  and 
regenera ting graz ings and for  con stru ctin g  s i l o s  and c a t t le  
s h e lt e r s .  The Thurso sch e ie  gave a s s is ta n c e  fo r
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c u lt iv a t in g  g r a ss , seed oa ts  and tu rn ip  seed s , fo r  recla im ing  
semi d e r e l ic t  land and fo r  reseed ing old  grassland#
A gr icu ltu ral S t a t i s t i c s  
West Lewis (Barvas P ar ish )
L ivestock  (numbers) 1936 1945 1950
Dairy c a t t le 1923 1792 1585Beef c a t t le 71 39 24Horses 453 382 288Sheep 27335 34107 41402P igs 2 0 1 0P oultry 16858 26563 29159
Crops (acres)
Barley 481 189 108Oats 2260 2423 2423Po ta toes 569 612 598Turnips 35 25 2 0R otation g ra sses 297 371 412Permanent g ra sses 1336 2408 2550
T otal crops and gra ss 4978 6028 6119
Rough graz ings (acre s ) 92378 93505 93612
West Sutherland (Durness, E d d ra ch illis  an<
L ivestock  (numbers) 1938
A ssyn t parishes) 
3,945 1950
Dairy c a t t le 978 994 932Beef c a t t le 2 2 0 475 358Horses 252 197 152Sheep 56447 72002 70370P ig s 24 6 57P oultry 8016 11241 12917
Crops (acres)
Barley 13 1 5Oats 629 450 392Po ta toes 242 156 147Turnips 70 60 53R otation gra sses 561 529 440Permanent g ra sses 1 2 1 1 1982 2089
T o tal crops and grass 2726 3178 3:|L26
Sfiuafe Jgraz_^m ( acres ) 2 74254 337975 264719
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The above s t a t i s t i o s  represen t t o t a ls  fo r  a l l  
a g r ic u ltu r a l land whether on the farms, the c r o ft in g  town;
: sh ip s or on grazed deer f o r e s t .  In West Lew is, s in ce  the  
War, th e percentage o f land under crops and gra ss has r ise n  
to  6 ; th e in crease  has been in  th e  grass acreage. The 
remaining 94 par cen t o f  the land area i s  under rough graz ing  
o f  poor q u a l ity . In West Sutherland the in crea se  in th e crops 
and gra ss acreage i s  l e s s  then fo r  Lewis and even in 1945 
th e percentage area under such land use was only 0 . 8 . The 
rough graz ing acreage averages about 75, the remainder o f  
the area being e i th e r  deer fo r e s t  or w aste land or a sm all 
area o f  woodland ; none o f i t  i s  a g r ic u ltu r a l land .
Moreover, the d is tr ib u t io n  o f the arable land in  West 
Sutherland i s  very uneven w ith  most o f  i t  on the farm s, thus i  
i t  i s  im possib le to  deduce general trends from such sm all 
t o t a l s .
However, as fa r  as the grazing lands are concerned, 
changes in land u t i l i z a t io n  and the numbers o f  stock  bear a 
c lo s e  r e la t io n sh ip  to  economic fa c to rs  s in c e  the Government 
a s s is ta n c e  a v a ila b le  fo r  th ese  region s i s  d irected  towards 
improving p a sto ra l farm ing. For example, s in c e  th e in tro :  
:duction o f th e sheep subsidy during the War, th e  number o f  
sheep has increased in both areas s in c e  1938. (The decrease  
recorded in  West Sutherland between 1945 and 1950 was due to  
th e heavy lo s s e s  o f  the severe w in ter o f  1947). The 
improvement schemes fo r  graz ing lands have increased th e
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gra ss  acreage in  both reg ion s and although the t o t a l  number 
o f  c a t t le  has not increased in Lewis the c r o fte r s  are now 
ab le to  keep purer da iry  s tr a in s  t) en form erly and thus 
in te n s ify  th e  production o f  dom estic d a iry  requirem en ts.
On the w hole, th e r e fo r e , i t  may be sa id th a t th ere  
i s  a concerted and su c c e ss fu l e f fo r t  towards the improvement 
o f  the graz ing lands fo r  the l iv e s to c k  which are the mainstay 
o f  the a g r icu ltu re  o f  both reg io n s .
(b) C rofting
C ro ftin g , which i s  confined to  th e remote p arts o f
20 the Highlands o f S co tland , i s  the n earest approach to  
su b sisten ce  a g r icu ltu re  th a t remains in B r ita in . I t  i s  
e s s e n t ia l ly  sm all sc a le  stock  rearing and, although each 
hold ing has i t s  own arable land and a sm all amount o f  outrun, 
the graz ing land i s  held in common. The u n it  o f settlem en t  
i s  the township which i s  a ru ra l community c o n s is t in g  o f a 
group o f sm all h o ld in g s , togeth er  w ith th e ir  common graz ing  
land. The townships may be grouped, sca ttered  or lin e a r  
in  shape. according to  th e Small Landholders' (Scotland) 
Acts, a c r o ft  hold ing i s  one which i s  l e s s  than 50 acres in  
ex ten t or whioli i s  rented at l e s s  than £50. In d if fe r e n t  
p arts o f the c r o ft in g  areas t e  hold ings vary g r e a t ly  in  
s iz e  and the working o f the c r o fts  v a r ie s  a ls o ,  accord ing  
to  the amount and q u a lity  o f  the land a v a i la b le , to  lo c a l  
v a r ia tio n s  in  clim a te  and r e l i e f ,  and to  the geograph ical 
lo c a tio n  o f  the reg io n . The arable lend o f  a c r o ft  i s  now
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alm ost always held in d iv id u a lly  but i t  nay c o n s is t  o f  
sca ttered  patches or r ig s  which may or may not be fenced .
A modified form o f runrig p e r s is t s  in the Outer Hebrides64 fo r  a l lo t t in g  s t r ip s  o f  machair land fo r  the c u lt iv a t io n  
o f  p o ta toes in sp e c ia l ’p e n d ic le s ’ . The comron grazing  
land i s  used jo in t ly  by a l l  who pay ren t fo r  th e ir  land 
and t h is  ren t a lso  e n t i t l e s  the c r o fte r  to  cut peat from 
the moor and to  c o l le c t  seaweed fo r  manure. Tlie souming,
i . e .  t e  amount o f stock  to  be grazed upon the coim on 
pasture, i s  la id  down by the S co ttish  Land Court; i t s  
enforcement i s  the v/ork o f the lo c a l graz ing conan ittees 
which are a lso  resp on sib le  fo r  reg u la tin g  the use of the  
graz ings and for organ ising communal a c t i v i t i e s  such as 
d ipping and c lip p in g  e t c .  M jacen t common grazing lands 
are u su a lly  fenced from each other and in  most oases the  
graz ing land o f  a tovmship i s  fenced from the c r o f ts  ( i . e .  
the EUT able lan d ).
West Lewis
P rao tic  l l y  a l l  the 37 crowded c o a s ta l tovmships 
o f West Lewis are s itu a te d  between the sea emd the nain road 
which forms t ’ e boundary between tlie c r o f t s  and the open 
moor. Tlie average number o f hold ings per tœ m ship i s  38 
and o f  persons per h o ld in g, 5 . Thus there i s  a dense 
ru ra l population in th is  sm all s e t t le d  area and as most o f 
the townships are lin e a r  in shape they o ften  presen t a  
con tinuously  s e t t le d  ar< a fo r  sev era l m ile s . This i s
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e s p e c ia l ly  true in  Ness which has the appearance o f an urban 
ra th er than o f  a ru ral area.
Although a l l  the c r o f te r s  o f V/est Lewis are a g r icu l:  
!tu ra l su b jec ts  none o f them d er iv es  an adequate income from 
the land and some supplementary source o f income i s  e s s e n t ia l .  
Moreover, in a d d ition  to  th e  c r o f te r s ,  there are a lso  sq u a tters  
and co tta rs  who pay no ren t to  the e s ta te  and who are la n d le ss  
members o f  t e  community. The c o tta r s  u su a lly  l i v e  on 
subd ivided c r o f ts  and fo r  long the co tta r  problem in  Lewis 
has been a ser io u s  one as ta e  constan t su b d iv is io n  o f the  
hold ings has accentuated th e congestion  on an already  
d en se ly  s e t t le d  ru ra l area . Some c o tta r s  pay ren ts  fo r  
th e ir  house s i t e s  but many a lso  put stock  upon the graz ings  
and c u lt iv a te  sm all patches o f  land, n e ith er  o f  v/hioh they  
are le g a lly  e n t i t le d  to  do. The sq u a tters  have s e t t le d  on 
th e  common graz ing land; th ey  lik ew ise  have no r ig h ts  to  
engage in a g r ic u ltu r a l p u r su its . Some o f them, hoivever, 
have le g a l is e d  th e ir  p o s it io n  w ith  regard to  house s i t e s  
by tak ing out fe u s . -
The c r o ft in g  townships o f West Lev/is, w ith  the  
exception  o f th e Carloway d i s t r i c t  where the broken nature  
o f  the surface makes a more sca ttered  settlem en t pa ttern  
in e v i ta b le , are lin e a r  in  shape and extend along the township 
roads which are e ith e r  p a r a lle l  to  or a t r ig h t an gles to  the  
main road. The c r o ft  houses are s itu a ted  a t th e road s id e s .  
The townships extend from the coast to  th e open moorland ;
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some, 8 s in Ness and a t Barvas, have a s tr e tc h  o f  sandy
machair lan d , but many have been reclaim ed from the moor
by f i r s t  "skinn ing” the peat for  fu e l  which exposes the
bare boulder c la y  beneath. The o r ig in a l townships were
arranged in lin e a r  fa sh ion  in order to  provide as wide a
range o f s o i l  types as p o ss ib le  and, as many o f  th ese  have
been subd ivided, they are freq u en tly  very long and very
narrow in shape. Newer se ttlem en ts  may be e n t ir e ly  on the
"skinned land" as a t C ross-d k igersta , or a l l  on p ea t, as a t
New Shaxvbost. Each township i s  surrounded by a dyke or.
fen ce and, although an in crea s in g ly  large number o f  in d iv id u a l 
c r o f t s  are being en clo sed , the con tinual presence o f  so many 
open c r o fts  i s  a ser io u s handicap to  a g r ic u ltu r a l improve: 
m e n ts . The r e la t iv e ly  regu lar d is tr ib u tio n  o f the town:
:sh ip s i s  a r e f le c t io n  o f the uniform^nature o f the terra in :  
i t  was nowhere p o ss ib le  to  provide sh e lte r  fo r  man’s 
d w ellin g s nor fo r  h is  s to ck .
The in d iv id u a l c r o f t s  are m ostly long narrow s tr ip s  
seldom exceed ing 1 0  acres w h ile  most are very much sm aller  
than t h i s .  h 10 acre c r o ft  might p ossess  4 or 5 acres o f  
arable land, the r e s t  being outrun. Such a hold in g, where 
the souming was 1  cow, 1  two year old s to t  or h e ife r  emd 7  
blackfaced sheep per £ 1  r e n t , might support 2  cows and 
fo llo w e r s , 1 h orse , 40 sheep and say, 15 or 20 hens.
(1 horse w i l l  be reckoned as 8  sheep and 1 cow as 5 sheep 
fo r  souming Purposes). The ren t o f such a hold ing would be
- A
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about £4 1 1 0 /-  par annum. A more usual s iz e  o f  hold ing in
West Lewis would be one o f  4 acres w ith 3 acres o f  arable
and 1  o f  outrun. Th is hold ing could on ly  support 1  cow,
2 0  sheep and seme pou ltry; i t s  ren t would be about £2 .
In both ca ses  the crops grown would be o a t s ,  hay and potatoes#  
Such hold ings are obviously  much too sm a ll, e s p e c ia lly  under 
presen t day co n d it io n s , to  support a fa m ily .
In Ness the land i s  f l a t  and the s o i l  i s  f e r t i l e  due
to  the s h e lly  boulder c la y  but elsew here th ere may be huge
boulders as a t Barvas, large expanses o f wet peat or ex ten s iv e
outcrops o f  bare rook; a l l  th ese  typ es o f  surface g iv e  land
o f  low productive ca p a c ity  which i s  apt to  support only
in d if fe r e n t  a g r ic u ltu r a l p r a c t ic e s . The arable land o f  tue
%Lewis c r o f t s  i s  c u lt iv a te d  by a horse plough or by a h ired  
tr a c to r  (o ften  from the Department o f  A gr icu lture)# The 
manures used are farmyard manures, a r t i f i c i a l  f e r t i l i z e r s  
and seaweed: (very l i t t l e  seaweed i s  used in  Lewis today
excep t on the machair la n d ). Supplies o f  farmyard manure 
are inadequate owing to  the d ec lin e  in  the c a t t le  popula tion  ^
and th ere fo re  more and more dependence i s  placed on the use  
o f  a r t i f i c ia l s #  The usual crops are grown and a l l  are fo r  
feed in g  to  stock  w ith  th e exception  o f p o ta to es . Barley  
was once a very important crop fo r  human consumption, 
e s p e c ia lly  in  N ess, where some i s  s t i l l  grown and ground in to  
meal a t the old water driven m i l l  a t D ell# Where grass  
seed i s  sown fo r  hay th e land must be fenced and now in  a l l
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the b est worked toxvrships p ro g ressiv e ly  more fen c in g i s  being  
carried out and te th e r in g  and herding o f animals i s  becon ing  
l e s s  n ecessary .
The produce o f the c r o f t  provides dom estic req u ire: 
tments o f  da iry  produce and w in ter feed in g  s t u f f s  fo r  the  
animals but no l iv e s to c k  or l iv e s to c k  products are exported  
from Lev7 i s .  The da iry  cow , o ften  o f the Ayrshire or Jersey  
breeds or c r o s s e s , are kept fo r  dom estic use e x c lu s iv e ly  
and there i s  not oven a su f io ie n t  surplus o f  milk in the 
ru ra l areas to  supply the tovm. o f Jtornovfay. The ca lv e s  
are sold to  d ea lers  or are reared a t hone ana fa ts to c k  are 
sold in Stornoway in autumn. Frequently the b u lls  used 
belong to  the two farms in  the area, o therw ise they are the  
property o f the Department o f g r icu ltu re#  Sheep, o f  the  
sm all Island Black Faced breed , are kept fo r  meat and wool 
but n e ith er  are exported from the is la n d . The lambs are 
kept each year, the ewe lambs for  breed ing purposes and the  
wethers u n t i l  about th ree  years old when they are so ld  fo r  
meat. Each cro fter  keeps s few hens: they are a u se fu l
source o f ford and although there i s  no organ ised export o f  
eg/ 8  or p ou ltry  (Lev/is does not come v /ith in  the egg sc eine) 
a large trade i s  carried  on independen tly. F igs are nov; 
being fa tten ed  on sev era l o f t: e c r o f t s  althoue^h th ere  i s  no 
p ig  breed ing in the is la n d . The shortage o f  food nd the  
continuance o f  ra tio n in g  have helped to  d im in ish  the  
su p e r s t it io u s  unpopularity o f  t'rese n im als in the c r o ft in g
' /  h - r :  r \  : ._ . _ ,  . - : ,
d is t r io t s *
The common graz ing land c o n s is t s  o f  poor h i l l  g a z in g67 and in  Ness and a t Barvas, a lim ited  amount o f  sandy machair 
land. In some area s, th e shei l ings are s t i l l  used in  ea r ly  
summer. The Barvas s h e ll in g s  are s itu a ted  b esid e the main 
road on th e  moor between Barvas and Stornoway and when the  
c a t t le  are brought back from the sh ei l ings they are tazen  to  
the machair on a s p e c if ie d  d a te . The c r o fte r s  tr a v e l to  
and from the shei l ings by bus. In a w e ll organ ised township, 
such as Lower barvas, th e soumings arc enforced as c lo s e ly  
as p o ss ib le  in order to  prevent the graz ings being over:
:stocked but e lsew h ere, e s p e c ia l ly  in overcrowded N ess, the  
oommon graz ings are o ften  se r io u s ly  overstocked to  the  
detrim en t o f  p astu res and animals a l ik e . In Lower Barvas, 
a part o f  the machair i s  fenced o f f ,  as a township a c t iv i t y ,  
fo r  pota to  c u lt iv a t io n :  s im ila r  communal a c t i v i t i e s  are
land dra inage, the ga thering o f  sheep, the purchasing o f  
seed s and f e r t i l i z e r s ,  and the spray ing o f  p o ta to es . 
Experiments fo r  improving parts o f  the oommon graz ing lands 
a t Lower Barvas and North Bragar, u t i l i s in g  a id a v a ila b le  
under th e Marginal Production and H i l l  Farming n e t schemes, 
are being d irected  by the County Organiser fo r  Lew is. The 
20 acres o f  improved graz ings a t Barvas are now be ing used 
fo r  w in tering lambs. A s t e l la r  experiment vras begun in  
Ness in 1951.
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West Sutherland
In West Sutherland there are 58 c r o ft in g  townships68 con ta in ing 594 sm all hold ings# The average nunber o f6970 hold ings per township i s  11 and o f persons per hold ing 3 .
As in Lew is, i t  i s  im possib le to  rmke a l iv in g  from a s in g le
hold ing th erefo re  e ith e r  some supplementary employment i s
required or the ten an ts must work more than one h o ld in g .
The le t t e r  p ra c tice  i s  oommon in West Sutherland and in  each
parish  the number o f hold ings exceeds the number o f te n a n ts .
When one tenan t ren ts  two or even th ree hold ings he iiiay
c u lt iv a te  only one o f them or only the b est patches on each.
In some oases he u ses a l l  h is  land e x c lu s iv e ly  fo r  grazing# •
Th is i s  most l ik e ly  to  occur in a township w ith ex ten s iv e
common graz ings or with good enlargements or where c r o fte r s
can ren t a d d itio n a l graz ing land from an adjo in ing farm or
deer f o r e s t .  Thus, in e f f e c t ,  many c r o fts  are r e a l ly  sm all
p a sto ra l farms concen tra ting on the rearing o f Cheviot sheep
but w ith  on in crea sin g  emphasis on h i l l  c a t t l e .  When a
c r o ft  i s  su b let to  a neighbour for graz ing only (a common
p ra c t ic e  when the c r o ft  house i s  used as a holiday co ttage)
the arable land i s  o ften  allowed to  d e te r io r a te  w ith
detrim en tal e f f e c t s  on the whole township.
The tovmships ere sm all and sca ttered  compared to
those o f  West Lew is; some are iso la te d  w ith sca ttered  
#hold ings w hile  o th ers are lin e a r  in form or grouped.
Several townships may adjo in and use one common graz ing
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land as in Lewis but in Sutherland the tovmships are sm all 
and the graz ings e x te n s iv e . The d is tr ib u t io n  o f tne  
townships in Sutherland was detern ined le s s  by u eo g rc ih io a l 
fa c to r s  than in Lewis althouui th ese  co n tro ls  are r e l l y  
more lim it in g  on the mainland than in the islan d  reg io n .
I t  was the Clearances o f the n ineteen th  century th a t forced  
the se ttlem en t o f rany in h o sp itable  s t r e t c hes o f the e s t  
Sutherland coa st and t hese areas today are the ra in  reg io n s 
o f  c r o fte r  settlem en t h e r e .
C rofting p ra c t ic e s  in these three p arisi es d i f f e r  
con siderably  from those in Lew is. The rocky nature o f  the  
terra in  and the steep  s lo p es  sev ere ly  r e s t r ic t  the arable  
acreage w h ile  the heav ier autumnal p r e c ip ita t io n  and h igher  
humidity make harvesting a l-azardous op era tion . Good s o i l s  
are found on the outcrops o f the Durness Limestone but 
elsewhere the only reasonably good s o i l s  are on the blown 
sands, as in the Oldshore d i s t r i c t ,  but they are o ften  too  
dry and are se r io u s ly  d e f ic ie n t  in humus and in c o b a lt .
The arable patches are o ften  very sm all and may not be 
con tiguous, as in Oldshore, but in Durness the c r o f t s  ore68 la id  out in s tr ip s  and each one i s  in d iv id u a lly  fenced .
ThG crops o f hay, oa ts  and some turn ips are grown only fo r  
feed in g  to  liv e s to c k  but p ota toes are grown fo r  huir^ an 
consumption. Small v eg e ta b le  p lo ts  are found on most 
hold ings and where some s e l t e r  i s  a v a ila b le  a few fIrw ers
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and sm all f r u it s  rosy algo be grovm. /-herever p o ss ib le  
tra c to r  c u lt iv a t io n  i s  in use and the number o f horses i s  
d e c l in in g . As in Lewis the f e r t i l i z e r s  used are farmyard 
manure end a r t i f i c i e l s  but very l i t t l e  seaweed i s  now used 
in  th is  reg ion .
I t  i s  th e graz ing lan d s, however, which ore a l l  
important to  the V/est Sutherland c r o fte r  and most tovmships 
have an abundance o f good suijoer graz ing land. Cheviot 
sheep are the main source o f cash income but the lack  o f  
arable land and o f adequate en closu res means th a t the ewe 
hoggs must be wintered on the c r o fts  and th a t the ewes must 
be brought down from th e h i l l s  for  lambing. F locks o f  50 
or more sheep per hold ing are not uncommon. The management 
o f  sheep stock s v a r ie s  in d if fe r e n t  parts o f t i e  reg io n .
68 ?/k>st f lo c k s  are in d iv id u a lly  owned but in Durness many 
c r o fte r s  a lso  have a share in the club sheep stock  o f  
Kooldale farm. In Durness to o , the townships a l l  share 
the same large graz ing and employ two f u l l  tim e shepherds to
tend th e ir  f lo c k s . At A c h r ie sg ill  in E d a ra ch illis  the70 astownship’s sheep are managed on/a n ir s e l  o f  a sheep farm.
In the sandy areas o f  S toer in Assynt a number o f Blackfaced69 sheep are kept.
The c a t t l e  kept on the c r o f ts  are n a in ly  Aberdeen 
Angus or Aberdeen ^ g u s  crossed w ith Shorthorn. B u lls  are 
u su a lly  suppliée" by the Department o f  ^ r ic u ltu r e  or from the  
neighbouring farms which may a lso  s e l l  h e ife r  c a lv e s  to  the
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from the th ree p ar ish es.
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I l l
(o) Sheep
ShGop f  '*ri ir.g Is  s t i l l  o f  r a jo r  ir port /n o e  in V/est 
Sutherland but in  ’Vest Lew is onljf v e s t i g e s  o f  form er  farms 
r e r a in .
_ e ^ t  Sut' erland
Hi^ in t r o d u c t io n  o f  Ch e v io t  sheep^in to  S u tnerland i n40 ^he e a r ly  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  vrno the d o r in a n t  fa c to r  in  the  
eco iicn ic  h i s t o r y  o f  the co u n ty . . t^ p resen t  th e  f  o' ' v a s t  
h i l l  Siieep f  ar. ,s In e s t  Sut c r i  and cove; ap pr o x i  : /. a t  o 1 y one 
q u ar ter  o f  th e  s u r fa c e  a i‘ea* The l a r g e s t  sh^ ">ey f / ra s
68 LiVerage E500G a cr es  in  e x t e n t  and are o i l  in Durness p arish  
v iz *  .he I n a h e i l , Bribe 11 and h eo ld e le*  E r ib o l l  and o ld  a le  
were both purchased by th e  hoard o f  a g r ic u l tu r e  a f t  r th e  
f i r s t  •■or!-': :;ar but h h ib o l l  vbis r e so ld  l a t e r  end i s  now 
once r.ore a p r iv a t e ly  ovauec sheep farm. .Veoldale i s  s t i l l  
the property o f  t  .e .'Cpartaent o f  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i t  i s
ad.' ill i s  t e r  ed by a s e c r e t a r y  and worked under a farm manager* 
The s to ck  i s  a club  sheep  s t o c k ,  th e  p rop erty  o f  43 sn are:
: h o ld ers  (who a ls o  eve 3 a l l  h o ld in g s  o f  t h e i r  ovmj in  
1 u n l e s s . ha In a he i l  1 as fo r  long ceer one o f  t. c b e s t  lar^ e  
farms in  th e  n orth  o f  o co t la n d  i t  has a c o n s id e r a b le  
amount o f  a ra b le  i;.aid, u n l in c  otronecxtrubie in  .n s y n t ,  whicii69
I s  o x o i ' .o iv e ly  o g ra z in g  farm. The o th e r  sheep farms are  
riucb s r a l  (.AT in  e x t e n t  but th e  aiiount o f  s to c k ,  both  sheep 
aii'vl c / ' t t l e ,  now grazed on to e  deer f o r e s t  land 1? ere  u ses  e v e r y  
y e a r .  T h is  p r a c t ic e  i s  ruch encour-a.^ecJ by Govornnent
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a ss is ta n c e  made aveil^ iole s in ce  the war#
Ti;o h i l l  pastures in Sutherland con ta in  'lucli green  
land and r e la t iv e ly  sm all areas of heather moor, hence they  
are v /e ll su ite c  for Cheviot sl eep which g r e a t ly  outnumber 
th ese  o f t h e  blackfaoec breed. On t e  la r g e s t  farms f lo c k s  
o f  up to  51vL sheep are kept. xhe h ir s e l  i s  t i e  u n it o f  
Tnanagei.-ent on tc e se  farica, each h ir s e l  u su a lly  being the  
r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f one s epherd# The grea t sheep farms on 
t h e  Durness Limestone are h ig iily  favoured by the r ic h  
pL.jturos anu t h e  gocc arable land v/hxcii t h is  outcrop afford s#  
Elsewhere e x c lu s iv e  graz ing by sheep for  over a century has 
led  to much ser io u s  in p overisuren t o f the pastures and on a l l  
farms there i s  now a concerted e f fo r t  t o  in crea se  t l e  numbers 
o f ] i l l l  c a t t le  k ep t, e s p e c ia l ly  in su^mer time# % ere there  
i s  arable land the crops grown are s t i l l  only  fo r  feed in g  to  
sto ck . D alnake il has th e b est arable laud which enables  
the farm to  support a here o f ped igree b eef c a t t le  in a d d ition  
to  i t s  lar.iO s> eep stock  and si a l l  d a iry  herd#
. s outheiland i s  ossem & ially a breed ing and u rearing  
coun ty, the iiain source o f incoi-e from the sheep farms i s  the  
s a le  o f wether lambs which takes p lace at Lairg in august#
Lost o f t h e  ewo lambs are ret/ained fo r  breed ing purposes and 
a t 5 or 6 years o f a^e the oa st ewes are so ld  fo r  fu rth er  
use on lowland farms. Tne m ajority o f the stock  i s  wintered  
on "uJte open h i l l  but rums ana owe hoggs require hand feed in g  
and sore are s t i l l  sen t to  the ea st coast fo r  t h is  purpose -
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G p r a c t ic e  "7hle i s  b e o o - p r o a i b i t i v e l y  exponc ive*
Jev37"/1 o f  t ' e  niioep f  arnis, c.s % ell 33 a n u /b er  o f  
C e c r o f t in g  t owno b ip s , are C e n s in g  cut iiriprovenents under 
tb e  l i i l l  ea rn in g  ^ot o f  1046 and a l i  :aù:e u se  c f  t iæ  g r a n t s  
a v a i la b le  fo r  r a r g in a l  la n d .
/ e s t  Lev»'is
In Vest Lew is th e r e  I s  new o n ly  one s n a i l  farm, th e
h i l l  Vc.vD a t  a e l l  in l e s s #  Th is farm i s  ap u rox iira te ly
12c acres  In e x t e n t  w ith  2C a cr es  o f  a ra b le  lai.d c o n s i s t i n g  
c f  r e l a t i v e l y  la r g e  l e v e l  f i e l d s  s u i t a b le  fo r  p lougiiing w i t  
a t r a c t o r .  ih o  crops are th e  usual o n e s ,  but sneep are tn e  
m a instay o f  th e  farm. 90 c h e v io t  ewes are kept a t  b e l l  
Vvhilo 140 aro grazed on th e  remote is la n d  o f  -^ort.i ^.ona 
io': i s  : on te c  by the fa r  or fo r  t  i s  . a rp o se . . bout 10
c r o s s  y r s i i ir o  and 3la ck  h e l le d  c a t t l e  are kepj and a
ud i^rea bora eon ,a:gus b u l l#
cccrvas Globe i s  L i s o  used fo r  g r a z in g  Si.ecp o f  th e  
.^laoufaceC b reed , and about SO head o f  c a t t l e #  for iu er ly  
th e  sheep farm at ^aIson  supported a f lo c k  o f  1500 B lackfaoed  
sheep# i t s  g ra z in g  la n d s ,  however, were very  i n f e r i o r  to  
th o se  o f  th e  out o r land farms but th e  u su a l h i l l  p r a c t ic e s  
o f  s e l l i n g  o f f  w ether lambs and c a s t  ewes were observed#
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2 . FORESTRY
;/8St Sut her land
There i s  abundant e v id en ce  ta  a t th e r e  v;sra once 
many more t r e e s  in  Zest Sutherland than th e r e  are today#  
N e v e r th e le s s  th e r e  are s t i l l  sm a ll n a tu r a l  wood len d s  in  
s  c lterecl hollov;  ^ e s p e c i a l l y  in : s s y n t  and E d d r a o h ll l is#
In th e  l a t t e r ,  a ffb resta t io n  i s  now ta 'ring p la c e  around 
Loch 2 oro under a sch ero  inaugurated by th e  p r o p r ie to r  in  
1949# The s lo p  s aro b e in g  plan ted w i th  hybrid la r c h ,
J l tk a  spruce and I.'orway spruce fron  th e  lo ch  s id e  to  a 
h e ig h t  o f  750 f t .  T h is  so: e r e , which employs about 60 
l o c h l  men i s  p r o v id in g  v e lu c b le  part t ir  e employment fo r  
th e  c r o f t e r s  o f  -u r n e s j, K inlocf b e r v ie  and J o c u r ie  and, i t  i s  
c la im ed , has a r r e s te d  d ep o p u la t io n  fr o r  t h i s  r e g io n •
There aro o ld e r  p la n t a t io n s  o f  c o n i f e r o u s  t r e e s ,  a l l  
p r iv a t e ly  onned, a t  Culag, L och inver and a t  iJope in  Durness 
p a r i s h .
Vest Lew is
/Vest Lew is i s  co m p le te ly  t r e e l e s s #  J h e l t e r  b e l t s  
have fr e q u e n t ly  been advocated fo r  a l l  p a r ts  o f  Lew is but a s  
y e t  no d e c i s io n  has been r e acred as t c  which t r e e s  would be 
most s u i t a b l e  fo r  this Durpose a .c none have vet been
71 p la n t e d .  The F o r e s tr y  C om Ise io n  attempted a sr a l l  
p la n ta t io n  o f  c o n i f e r o u s  t r e e s  in  Glen Y a l t o s ,  U lg , a f t e r  
th e  F i r s t  b r ld  Var, but the t r e e s  rcra in ed  very  sm a ll and 
stun ted and th e  experim en t was n o t  co n s id ered  a su ccess#
115
3 . SPORT
The XDOuntalns, moors and r iv e r s  o f West Sutherland4 have been renowned fo r  t>e ex ce llen o e  o f th e ir  sport for  rony772 cen tu ries#  The mountains certa in  grea t deer f o r e s t s ,  the  
moors provide rough shooting and f is h in g  and the r iv e r s  
abound in selTnon and tr o u t . The He ay Forest E sta te  in
E d d r a c h il lis , the property o f the Duke c f  W estm inster, i s  the  
la r g e s t  sporting property in the region and i s  one o f the  
f in e s t  in Scotland# O t-er areas devoted la r g e ly  to  sport 
are large areas in ssyn t parisiP,^^he h igh mountain areas
o f  a l l  three ptirishes# T^ere are shooting lodges a t 
Gualinand Gobernuisgach in hurness, a t Glen Ganisp, i^ylcstror e ,  
Inchnadamph and Loch i^ssynt in .^ssynt parish and a lso  a t  
Scourie in E d d rach illis#  H otels , which c a te r  fo r  v i s i t i n g  
sportsm en, are loca ted a t Loch inver, Inchnadaii/ph, ..y leslm , 
and Drumbeg in is s y n t , a t Scourie and .\inloohbervie in  
E d d ra ch illis  and a t H eoldale in Durness. ^ t o g e t h e r , 181,000  
acres are under deer fo r e s t  in West Sutherland but l i t t l e  o f  
t h is  land i s  o f any use for  a g r icu ltu re  although where p o ss ib le  
some sheep and c a t t le  are fprazed there in sunrer#
The Roral Commission o f 1892 (Deer Forest Comnission)54 oould only recorj end the a llo c a t io n  o f a sm all proportion  
o f  the deer fo r e s t  fo r  use by the cro fters#  S ir i la r ly  in73 1921 when a report was published fo llo i / in g  another enquiry, 
i t  was shown th a t very l i t t l e  o f the deer fo r e s t  in Sutherland
ne
was s u i t a b l e  fo r  ony o th or  purpose - rd a t  b e s t  i t  could only  
carry  a l i g h t  sur/’^ er stock#  T i i e  v o ^ o r t  reoomnendec th a t  ‘ 4
■■'3s i l v i c u l t u r e  could bo undertaken on t  e d eer  f o r e s t s ,  and 
th e  a f f o r e s t a t i o n  vjork nov; in  p rogress  on th e  F orest . a
E s ta te  su p p orts  the v a l  d i t y  o f  t h i s  s u g g e s t io n .  h
Trie s p o r t in g  e s t â t  a do n o t  p rov id e much f u l l  t in e  
emploj-Tient but th e se  7f'C are so  employer" o b ta in  f ix e d  wages 
and good h ouses and th e y  are spared th e  ec cn o r io  u n c e r ta in t ie s  
•vhlch are th e  c r o f t e r s '  l o t .  Jp ort a ls o  p rov id es  part t in e   ^
employ!lent f o r  th e  c r o f t e r s  arci t h e i r  f a i i i l i e s  as g i l l i e s  
and as dcrtestIc  v /crkers. : u r i r g  the in ter -w a r  y ea rs  th ese  
were im portan t so u rces  o f  in cc  - c in t h i s  r e g io n .  Zioreover, -yj 
a s  t i e  s p o r t in g  land i s  non j g r l c u l t u r n l ,  i t  i s  h e a v i l y  k|
ra ted  and th u s  /rovic e s  a v a lu a b le  sou rce  o f  reven ue to  the &’■a
Count:. Exc:. e g u e r .
. e s t  new18
li. West l a w i s , tu e r e  i s  a l i t t l e  rough sh o o t in g  u
and Gomo salmon f i s h i n g  a t  IJarvas but as a source o f  revenue  '     'h:»
t o  th e  c r o f t e r  or to  th e  County C o u n c i l ,  the con tr ib u tion  frcsB4 
sp o rt  i s n i l . , V'
hi
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V I I I .  F iS a lh O
Biitiierlanci ancL i-ev;is, bor. er in ^  t .  e cli, avo acceaa  
t o  one o f  t i  e r i c h e s t  f i s h i n g  grounds in  B r i t a in .  In Lew is  
f i s h i n g  i s  an old  e s t a b l i s h e d  industry* In 3 u th e r l:n d , on 
th e  o f  er  hand, th e  c o a s t a l  areas had f e ' in h a b i ta n t s  b e fo r e41 th e  C learances  but afterwtird s th e  e v ic t e d  te n a n t s  were 
o b l ig e e  t o  f i s h  although t ; e y  were  un a ccu sto med to  i t  and 
th ey  had to  con tend w i th  a d angerous c o a s t , a la c  : o f  b o a ts24 and g e a r ,  v /ith  few  harbours end poor p ier s*
; t  th e  erd of th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y ,  although Icirge 
s c a le  corn e r e i a l  f i s h i n g  was b e in g  con cen tra ted  in to  uhe 
major p o r t s ,  th e r e  v/es s t i l l  a la r v e  number o f  s  ai^. b oa ts  
a l l  arounu th e  c o a s t  o f  i* • Boot la n d , and f i s h i n g  wus, and 
s t i l l  i s ,  an iifiportant p&z't-time o cc u p a t io n  in  c r o fû in g  
d i s t r i c t s  • Today l o b s t e r  f i s h i n g  i s  th e  most r e l i a b l e  
and rem unera tive  branch o f  th e  industrjr, w h ite  f i s h i n g  has ■ 
been reduced t o  a  sm a ll s c a l e  l o c a l  e n t e r p r i s e  a n d  a  very  
few  area s  s t i l l  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  th e  he'"ring f i s h i n g  trade*  
b e s t  Lew is
At th e  end o f  t i e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  L ess  and 
Garloway were t e  p r in c ip a l  f i s h i n g  s t a t i o n s  an- t  e only  
harbours in e s t  Lewis but mH th e  r e s te r n tcvm:ships :;aci a 
few  sm a ll b o a ts  v;hicb were used to  caoc/ w h i te  f i s h  w ith  
gi’e a t  l i n e s .  oore lobste?T f i s h i n g  'vao c a r r ie d  Oii und : any 
p eo p le  were a ls o  employed in  t i .e  Btcpnov/a^^ herrr^^ I'ishiUo*
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by sm e ll  b o a ts  a t  h.Lg: ulde.
75 Tlie i-on tlerd  read from Carlovmy to  dtornov/ey was
b u i l t  os a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t; e r a i lr o a d  recoifunended by th e
' '-à' o lp o l s  Gcmrjissicn, fo r  t i e  rap id tr a n sp o r t  o f  w h ite  f i s h  -û
between CarIoway and Jtornoway# In 1891 a gran t  o f  £ 1 5 ,0 0 0  i-
v;a3 r o c e iv e d  uiiCer th e  /e s t  iiigh lu nd s  and Islax ids #orks n e t  'h
but bj Id3c o n ly  oiie n a i f  c f  t  e road had been oo^i.pleted and 
a l l  but f l4 8 5  o f  tn e  gran t  had been spen t# The Goiigested . 5.
D i s t r i o t s  Board provided £50G in  1902 and a fu r th e r  £ 6 ,0 0 0  
in  1C 1C but t'-.e road (a t  a t o t a l  co a t  o f  £ 2 3 ,5 0 0 )  was n o t  
com pleted u n t i l  t i e  e a r ly  1 9 2 0 *3 by which t im e i t .  had o u t l i v # ! .h  
i t s  purpose, s in c e  ooroinercial w h i te  f i s h i n g  on th e  w est
c o a s t  had v ir tu c x l ly  cea sed  by th e n # fne road has s in c e  j
f . / l l o n  in to  d i s r e p a i r  ana, ex cep t  as a p ea t  ro a d , i t  i s  never , j
used tofh-vy# 2
o in o e  th e  end o f  th e  F i r s t  World War th e  laost 
im porten t sob o re s  fo r  th o  ootriinercielisat ion  o f  f i s h i n g  in74 Lew is were t l c s e  o f  Lord Leverhulme* U n fo r tu n a te ly ,  h i s
. -
p la n s  fo r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  f i s h  c a n n e r ie s  and pacicing s t a t i o n s  
had to  bo abandoned in  1922. The i ierr in g  In d u stry  Board, 
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1935 , t r i e d  to  g iv e  more s e c u r i t y  to  th e
■ ,«<h err in g  flsnerrr>en cut t h i s  in d u str y  i s  now in  a d ep ressed  
c o n d i t io n  and none o f  th e  in h a b i ta n t s  o f  West Lew is i s  now 
employed in th e  otornov/ay h e r r in g  f i s h i n g .
a l t o g e t h e r  o n ly  65 men are now engaged in  f i s h i n g  in  
West Lew is and, ex c ep t  a t  P o r t  o f  L ess  where t" ere  i s  a l i t t l e  ^
'  ''4
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coi:2îiero ial f is h in g  for  lo c a l d isp o sa l, the sm all ca tches o f
w hite f is h  are fo r  dom estic use on ly . a l l  the boats used
are under 18* k ee l in leng th  and are driven by s i r  a l l  rotor
en g in es . In 1950 t'-e t p t e l  land ings aiaounted to  only
405 c\rbs., valued at £739 •
Creeks Lumber o f Boats
    T3 S U --------------
S k lgersta  3Port o f Hess 15Borve 2Barvas, 3rue, .m o l  3Bragar 5Shawbost 3Carloway 13
Lobster f is h in g  i s  very important in so .o  parts o f
Lew is, p a r tic u la r ly  in  the islan d  of Bernera, but along the
co a st o f  West Lewis i t  i s  only  puisueu at Cailow^y# Jalmon
f is h in g  i s  confined to  tne Barvas r iv er  but i to  acc^ e^ i s
very lim ite d .
West Sutherland
At the end o f  the n ineteen th  century co ir .orc ia l74 f is h in g  in West Sutherland was on a very sm all sc a le  v/ith  
loch  Clash as the main cen tre for  herring f is h in g  a n d  curing. 
F ish  cured a t Loch Clash was o ften  exported to  the ;& ltic  
cou n tr ies  v ia  Stornoway and t i  a t fro  Loon invar v; ir sen t 
away from L e ith . The Duke o f Sutherland gave laoney to  
Improve the p ier  at Portnancon, Loch E r ib o ll and attempt 
was made to  open a curing s ta t io n  th ere . This iisv ;;ith  no 
su ccess aid the lo c a l f ish im ; industry was s e r io u s ly  hand icao/ed
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b y  i n a o c e s s l b i l i t y  r r . "  b y  t ' l G  - j r a n t  d i n t : ; n e e  f r o  m a r k e t .
F r o n  t i r . e  t c  t i c - ' c  n c l ^  ^ o n  f  I n k  i n ; :  M a d  b o o n
c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  t h e  m o u t h o  o f  s o - e  c f  t h e  S : t /  e r l '  n d  r i v e r s  
a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  c o c o t a .  S t a t i o n s  h c v c  e x i s t e d  a t  B a d c a l l -74
S o o u r i e . ,  K e o l d e l e ,  L u r n e o c ,  c t  J a n d ' ^ o ' d  - n d  c t  G l c o  t o l l -  
o t o e r .  T l i e  l e t t e r  i s  t " " o  c c l ^ ’’ o n e  - d  ' o h  i s  s t i l l  i n  
o p o r . t  i o n .
In T e s t  Sutherland t ’^c e  hcvo boor; fen.' c = .anges in  
the f i s h i n g  in d u stry  7; i t  b in  th e  r r e s e n t  century* The 
su lnon  n e t t in g  s t u t io n  c t  Sud c u l l  hue no t been ’uno f o r  nuiiy 
y o cr o , h e r : in g  huve o n ly  boon landed in  the sec  lo c h s  c t  
in freq u en t  i n t e r v a l s ,  four c r o f t e r s  nou: have bouts  oven to  
f i s h  fo r  thornelVO3 end th o se  cho have f i s h  l o b s t e r s  fo r  
d esp a tch  to  th e  south* T rrb et , Joourle  i s  th e  most 
im portant lobstei*  f i s h i n g  tovmsbip* S in ce  the e-d o f  th e  
Jeoond Torlcl Tar, hovrover, one Lopcrtcnh dovelopicei t  /.as 
tak en  p la c e ,  namely th e  e s ta b l ish m e n t  of  n sm a ll  f i s h i n g  
port at Loch C la sh . K in lc chbe r v i e . From 1948 u n t i l  th e  
p r ic e  o f  f i s h  war* c c c o n t r o l le d  in i .p r i l  1950, 1 e r -c c a t c h e s70
o f  f i r s t  q u a l i t y  w h i t e -  f i s h  w e r e  l a n d e d  e t  h o c  C l a s h  b y  
sm all s e  i r e  net b e a t s  from t h e  j  Z i r t h .  a  f  1 r i s i i i n ; .  
i n d u s t r y  hü^ z^n t o  d e v e l o p  o r  ,i s m a l l  s c a l e  b u t  i t s  
p r o s p e i i t y  i s  u n l i 2 ; e l y  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  o c :  p e tit io n  
w i t h  t h e  o a s t  c o a s t  p o r t s  n c "  u h u t  h e a v y  t r a n s p o r t  c o s ts  
m u s t  a g a i n  e n t e r  I n t o  t h e  p i c t u r e .
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F ish landed : t  Loch Clash 104.8-1950 
Year I e r r in g  Write  f i s hCwts t  Owta. £
1948 4703 4032 13348 31253
1949 2828 2541 27261 Ô3056
1950 Ja n .- July  4500 5798 8414 18088
Lochinver has a lso  increased in importance as a 
f is h in g  port o f  recen t y ea rs . Considerable q u a n t it ie s  o f  
herring are landed th ere from time to  tim e fo r  tran sport by 
road to  e a s t  coa st curing s ta t io n s .  Small q u a n t it ie s  o f  
w hite f i s h  a ie  soi e t i i o s  landed a lso .
In 1949 there was a proposal to  e s ta b l is h  a whaling  
s ta t io n  at Weaver's Bay in E d d rach illis#  This scheme has 
met with f ie r c e  op p osition  and i t  seems u n lik e ly  th a t  i t  
w i l l  m a ter ia lise*
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1 . riNILG
'Zest Sutherland
'e st  Sutherland ’ rs  c m s ld e r a h le  r e s e r v e s  o f  
r.iner^'l w ea lth  in  t  ^ e d o lo m i t ic  Ganbrlah l im e s to n e s  o f  
Dr; m e s s  rnd .^ssyn t. L imestone was v/orked e t  He l i a r ,
Loo' S r i b c l l  in  t . e mic IVth cen tu ry  when a lim e k i l n  was 
e r e c te d  and a ls o  a p i e r  fo r  d e sp a tch in g  th e  l im e . I^iarble 
was once quarried a t Ledbeg in a s s y n t .  These l im e s to n e s77 were ex -r in e d  th o ro u g h ly  in  1941 f o r  p o t e n t i a l  so u r c e s  o f78 h'gr grade d o lo m i te .  in v e s t i g a t i o n  md a n a ly se s
shoimd t '  o t Inr;;e q u a n t i t i e s  o f  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  h igh  
grade d o lo m ite  e x i s t  near Durness v i l l a g e ,  a long t - e  Kyle 
o f  Durness b e s id e  lo c h  E r i b o l l ,  near Inchnadamph, and a l s o  
a t  E lnh in and Knockan in  .-.ssjuit* The Durness d e p o s i t s  
could ho t, runs ported ‘^ ir s t  by road and tr e n  shipped from 
luoch E r i b o l l ,  fror  he 11am or from Portnancon. The 
sm H e r  r e s e r v e s  o f  a c c e s s i b l e  d o lo m ite  fro* a s s y n t  cou ld  
go by road to  l a i r g .  rhe f a c t  th a t  t h i s  v a lu a b le  m in era l  
remains un eve loped i s  due m&inli^ t o  th e  i s o l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
rejgion and to  th e  r e s u l t a n t  h igh  tr^/nsport c h a r g e s , 
rMoreover, b e fo r e  th e  m in era ls  could be s e n t  away by sea  
t* o old p ie r s  would have to  undergo major r e p a i r s  which  
would he c o s t l y  c t  tTa p resen t  t im e . T e o r l y  o th er79 wrrksblm m in era l r e so u r c e  o f  '%st Sutherland i s  f e ld s p a r ,  
p rese n t  in  th e  p eg m a t ite s  o f Beinn Ceannabe ine, Durness
15
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and o f  th e  Laxford d i s t r i c t .  Th is m in eral has no t y e t  
been w orked, however*
‘^ eat i s  abundant in  c e r ta in  d i s t r i c t s  but i t  oould 
no t  be e x p lo ite d  c o m -o r e ia l ly .
T o ra in ic  g r a v e ls  are used f  or road ; end ing but no 
s to n e  \B now quarried f o r  b u ;Id in g p u rp o ses .
Jest  I^w is
The ^'ain m in era l re so u r ce  o f  Z est Lew is i s  p ea t  which  
i s  s t i l l  cu t ^exten sively  f o r  f u e l .  Tîiore ho.va boon nany 
peat réc la m a t io n  and developm en t schemes in I ^ v i s  in  tlio  
p a s t  end in  r e c e n t  y ea r s  the^e ’-avo boon fu r th e r  o t to ^ p ts  
to  out p^at o o m r e r c ia l ly  but thos^ sC'o'ncs have bad no 
s i g n i f l e a n t  e f f e c t s  In T est  Lew is .
Clay was once work'd Ir B 'rvns fo r  rough p o t te r y  
and g r a n i t e  vans quarried a t - a le b e g .  No m in era ls  ‘cre 
worked in t h i s  r e g io n  now a^d the th ic k n e s s  o f  th e  d r i f t  
cover  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  even t o  o b ta in  road m etal l o c a l l y .
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The lo c a t io n s  and na tural peaourcea of the two 
c r o ft in g  areas under con sid era tion  oould never make them 
h igh ly  in d u str ia lise d  urban commun it i e s .  iioiae in d u s tr ie s . 
however, have for long been an important source o f  
supplementary employmen t in Lewis but they have never  
a tta in ed  any s ig n if ic a n c e  in the western p arish es o f  
Sutherland where the only  non a g r ic u ltu r a l a c t i v i t i e s  which 
have ever ex isted  are f ia h in ^ . quarrying, oomiieroe, g i l iy in g  
and the to u r is t  tra d e . West Sutneriaud today Las no home 
in d u str ie s  at a l l .
T!ie resources a v a ila b le  in th ese  reg ion s are w ool, 
w a ter, p ea t, seaweed, m in erals, and f i s h  and in  the future  
th ere !-i&y be lim ited  su p p lies  o f tim ber. Of th ese  
rescu rces wool and seaweed, are the only raw m a ter ia ls fo r  
m anufacturing: lo c a l  su p p lies  o f wool gave r i s e  to  the
very important 1 a r r is  Tweed Industry but the seaweed 
resources are lim ited  and th e ir  e x p lo ita t io n  fo r  industry  
i s  u n l ik e ly . Today, th e r e fo r e , there i s  only one important 
industry in these reg ion s namely tne Harris IVeed Industry  
in  the islan d  o f Lew is.
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T  o  i i a r i  i s  T i ^ e e d  J i n c i u a t r y
T o r rmufocture o f  .o rr is  IVeod i: tbm Outer Ixebridee 
i s  u .nparallelec among t r o  r u r o l  in d u s t r ie s  o f  tw c  t i e t h
8C cen tu ry  B r ita in . In 1947 th e s e  i s la n d s  y»rodiicec- 6 n i  11 ion  
yards o f  tv/oed (valued a t  £3 -11 l io n )  and s t i l l  derOinds 
e x c e e d 0 7  supply* bout dO%, o f  V  e output v;as exp crted  , 
re  in ly  t c  Canada anr th e  U*o.h*
The modern d ev e lo p n en t  o f  th e  a a r r is  Tiveed in d u str yoC d a te s  fro r  th e  m iddle o f  t  e n in e te e n th  ce n tu r y . ay 1690 
th e  oCott 'S:! fiore In u s t r i e s  s s o o ia t i o n  had e s t a b l i s h e d  
d ep o ts  a t  nu erous p la c e s  in c lu d ln r  otornoway, T arb ert-  
h o r r is  urd G o lsp ie .  few  y ea rs  l a t e r  tn e  Congésted  D i s t r i c t s  
Board encouraged hone in d u s t r ie s  by g iv in g  i n t e r e s t  f r e e  lo a n s  
f o r  buying b e t t e r  loom s. .s a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  so bene th e  
number o f  looms in Lew is in crea sed  fror  55 in 1899 to  n e a r ly  
3CG in  1911. howover, w h i le  th e s e  developm en ts were61 proceed ing th e  in d u stry  was a l s o  becoming m echan ised.
Carding m i l l s  were e s t a b l  ished in i a r r i s  and in to m œ /a y  
in  1901 and 1903 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Sp inn ing -'ooh inery was n ex t  .
i n s t a l l e d  and in t i r e  i t  becare  more p r o f i t a b le  fo r  c r o f t e r  .
'"orkers t o  cor f i r e  t h e i r  o p e r a t io n s  to  w eav in g , le a v in g  a l l  
o tl er prooe.:-.S‘-'3 to  lu: ''.andleu by m acliin s . T h is  was
p a r t i c u l a r ly  tr u e  in Lew is and is a r e s u l t  tn e  S c o t t i s h  Lome 
lu d u str  LUS nad to  w ithdrew i t s  d ep o t .  in  L n rr is  and the  
sou th ern  i s la j 'd s  th e  handmade twe d predor.inated ;dtnd in  1911  
i t  became n e c e s sa r y  to  p r o te c t  i t  by a trad e  marl:- t h i s  tra d e  "•
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mark d ef in ed  T e r r is  3veod s s  tweed htuid-spun, hand ;voren 
and dyed cwc i'in ish od  by hand in th e  i s la n d s  c f  Lev/is, iiarris*
. "IU i s t ,  Barrr nd tr:o lr  s e v e r a l  p \ ir tcn a n o e s , and a l l  known as gq
th e  Cater "Hebrides*'. T h is  had no e f f e c t  in  oheck ing th e
07:tp u t  Of m i l l  spun y«rn as th e  d emnnd ^or Harris 'Tweed .A
ircrei-./ed /.c uc!' in th e  in t e r  war period t h a t  n i r k e t s  were
- . er e a d i l y  found f o r  a l l  tw eeds made in  th e  i s l a n d s .  In 1934 
th e  trade ' .arl: was r e v is e d  to  u l lo i;  fo r  t  .o m eck an iza t ion I
Of t h e  Industry  p ?v 1 by t h i s  n e w  ord inance i la r r is  T r^ood was w | j
d ef in ed  as '^twoed r-jd/- fr o r  pure v i r g in  w o o l ,  pra iucod in  •
81 Scot l o r f , spun, dyed and f in i s h e d  in t '^.e Cuter H eb rid es , and'
■hand \roreii  by the i s la n d e r s  a t  t h e i r  own hones in  th e  isliandé^
o f  L ew is , :' o r r i s , U i s t ,  Barr., and t h e i r  s e v e r a l  purtenanoes^  ■ • ■
and 11 V:no'/Tx • t' e Outer h cb r id e s” . Under t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  &1t--o o n ly  ’-and orocess  in v o lv ed  i s  weaving# as th e  tr a d e  . 
morh was a g u sr e n te e  o f  o r ig in  o n ly ,  and no t o f  q u a l i t y ,  .
in 194G i t  became n e c e s sa r y  to  s t i p u l a t e  th a t  e l l  tweeds ■'-A-
. .1must 0 0 : to  in  IB  s h o ts  to  th e  inch, to  q u a l i f y  f o r  t .  c stamp# hS
In Lew is t' ?. In du stry  i s  now r e a l l y  a fa c to r y  ; ;
in d u s tr y .  Bpinnin,^, d ye in g  and f i n i s h i n g  are a l l  done a t  
the m i l l s  in  Stornoway wh ich a ls o  f i n i s h  ii:d s e l l  most o f
th e  c l c t h .  ’ 'cav ing o n ly  i s  done in  th e  cref t in g  to ;a i3l i ip s
where n e a r ly  a l l  th e  weavers are ’-en ’vho work on auto/. a t ic  s
t r e a d le  loom s, q u ' tc  d i f f e r e n t  fror th e  htu.d loom s , used ,h
in a r r Is  tne U i s t .  In  1947 over 3CC rore employed in  the R
Stornoway m i l ls  and West Lewis possessed  over 1,000 w eavers. ^
i .» fW. H . k
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Two types o f Harris Tweed are manufactured: th a t ^
' > ' - ' 4bearing the trade mark o f the Harris Tweed A sso c ia tio n  ( by u 
fa r  the la r g e s t  amount) and unstamped tweed# The la t t e r ,  -I 
using mainland spun yarn and son a tin es non-BcO ttish wool |
may be equal to  or superior to  the stamped a r t ic le  in  q u a lity  
but t h is  i s  not n e c e s s a r ily  the case and the product i s  more ..-4 
v a r ia b le  as a r u le . zZ
The crofter-w eavers may work fo r  the m il ls  on 
ooinr'ission or fo r  them selves as sm all independent producers 
or fo r  lo c a l  merchants o u tsid e  Stornoway# South o f  Barvas ^At ithe la s t  mentioned i s  th e most usual p ra c tic e ; there are 1merchants a t /irnol y w agar  end a large concern a t Shawbost# q 
In Ness there i s  a lso  & lo c a l merchant but weaving i s  isuch 
l e s s  popular here than fu rth er south . Supplies o f raw 
wool are not d i f r i c u l t  to  (b ta in  -  both islan d  and mainland
wool are used -  but weavers had grea t d i f f i c u l t y  in  o b ta in in g   ^^
'  -  a:su p p lies  o f  spun yam  under the boom con d ition s  which  
preva iled  in 1947# In ad d ition  th ere was d i f f i c u l t y  in  
ob ta in ing a supply o f the lim ited  q u an tity  o f  yarn th a t  was |
a v a ila b le  s in ce  su p p lie s  were only sen t to  members o f  the Z/H
Weavers' Union which had closed  i t s  membership# Weaver# -I
■ ■provide th e ir  own looms at an approximate c o s t  o f  £100 each 
(many ex Service men spent th e ir  g r a tu it ie s  on th ese  Ipcami 
and they may work as long as they w ish each day, provided 
they have an adequate supply o f yarn# I t  i s  an id e a l part 
time employment fo r  c r o fte r s  who can work a t th e ir  own tizm
. . . .
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and make good use o f alack tim es on the land and s p e l l s  
o f bed weather* One d isadvantage to the s t ip u la t io n  
concern ing weaving in the c r o f t e r s ’ ovm ho^ -^ es *'S th a t  
in d iv id u a l weaving sheds may be c o ld , damp, badly v e n t ila te d  
poorly l i t  and unhealthy to  work in* Hates o f pay in 1947 
were 1 /l ld *  per weavers yard (6 f t .  ) fo r  a two sh u tt le  v/eave 
and l /9 d .  per yard for  a one sh u tt le  v/eave. .it th a t tiir.e, 
i t  was easy for  a c r o fte r  to  earn from £6 to  £8 per week 
from weaving although many did not make roro than £4.
Island wool was uncon trolled in p rice in 1947 and p r ices  as 
high as £5 -  £7 per stone (24 lb s .  per stone o f wool) were 
obtained for  i t .  This fig u re  has dropped a p ,r e c ia b ly  s in ce  
then and the e s ta b lish ! ent o f the Wool marketing Board in  
1950 w i l l  undoubtedly s t a b i l i s e  p r ices  to  a con siderab le  
exten t* During recen t years the industry has been crippled  
by the purchase tax but there are now s ig n s  th a t a s l ig h t  
improvement i s  tak ing place*
For a short tim e a fte r  the War k n it t in g  by hand and 
by machine was a rem unerative occupation fo r  v/omen but there  
i s  no longer a market fo r  t h is  produce.
13Ü
3* TOüRlS  ^ TaADE
V e s t  S u t h e r l c n d
Vest Sut' e r l '  T'd as •/. 2- : 11 r..s\ù exaardl?;^; t v j v l s t  
in d u s tr y  "ci i s  a v a lu a b le  s c a r c e  o f  revenue* TUere r r e  
: c t r l g  in p’ r v llla^^es , -.nU t  e yr_al?7 sp c r s l i ig  c e n t r e s ,  th e r e  
are sm a ll  board-inj houses Jn Loo I n v e r , J c r u r ie  and lu r n e s s  
nd t:'ero i s  / S '-r l l  y  oa t ' e s t  c l  a t  oh m elv ioh , near  
Loch inver* S ev er a l  crofter*? o c o C ' 01;a te  V i s i t o r s  ii; su  mer 
tim e and ; any more would "^o so i f  th ey  ha 1 runn ing w a ter  in  
t" r i r  homes ar. so could o f f e r  b e t t e r  acco : oda tion*
rv c ; a in  drawback to  th e  d eVelOi-i: e n t  o f  tr.e r, . r i s t  
1 CLUStry i s  tn e  i s r l a t i o n  o f  tn e  ro g io n  aiiu i t s  la ck  o f  
t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s .  The e n t r  a c a i s ta j io e s  fr o n  tVie la r g e  
tocms i s  a ls o  a d e t e i r in g  f a c t o r  t c  tau n o t  or 1 st % fo:.- '/any
yearn h i e  p e t r e l  r a t io n  was inadequa te %r-i nov i t s  p r i c e  i s  
t' e r e s t r i c t i n g  fa c to r*
Jest  L e i/is
e s t  LcrTs ban f  r ’ c t i o i ’S fo r  j r i s t s  and th er e
:1s p r a c t i c a l l y  no t o u r i s t  tr .a  a* 1 ; i t o r s  arc nu cron s  in  
DU" e r ,  ho’T v e r ,  c-'a s i s  : in g a in ly  o f  r e l a t i o n s  f r o  t a e  
Lo^vlcrcs who. combine t h e i r  su: er  h o i d ays win:, h e lp  in  a /.nth:
p ea tc  or i t h  th'^ ’ ay or g r a in  harvest*  h: e i c  arc no h o t e l s ,  
beard ing houses or youth ' o s t e l s  in  .osh Lew is n" .a th e  
hoi:sii-^ G ltua tlnr. i s  bu , vein fov. c r o r te r à  ceuic. o i i 'e r  
acco"  t c" t i / n  to  v i c i t o r n  w ith  in  t h e i r  homes. iho t o u r i s t  
t r / j  e ,  t h e r e f o r e , does  n o t  r ov ld e  u i y  suj^wlei en t  n y 
eriploymont fo r  th e c r o f t e r s  *
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.V« ZGrULATION
T> ]0 co n tra sts  in population con d ition s  b et'een  the two
rég ion s became p ro g ress iv e ly  more parked throu houo the
n ineteen th  century lp p s .2 o -5 o ). By 1664 i t  was already
ev iden t t hat tne ra in problem in Lewis was th a t o f con gestion "
on the land whereas in Sutherland rural depopulation was
beginn ing to  cause ser iou s concern.— a ----------- ^ ------------------------------------------- - ----------------
■Vest Lewis
The population o f e s t  Let/is showed l i t t l e  change 
betv : 1755 and 1801 but throughout tlie n ineteen th  cen tury
i t  increased ra p id ly  end oortinuec to in crease u n t i l  1011 
vb en i t  a tta in ed  i t s  maxinur o f 6 ,953 . (See accorponying 
f ig u r e s  . Ithongh the population has eo lin ed  s in ce  then  
the percentage decrease has lescenoa in the la s t  two decades 
and by 194 7 the t o t a l  population was 6 ,0 7 0 , ^_ving an 
average ue. s i t y  o f 37 .5  per square n i le .^  in Zest Lev/is 
as the e n t ir e  g o .u la t io n  c o n s is ts  o f c r o f te r s ,  c o t ta r s ,  
feuaro '.nd sq u a tter s , except fo r  a few p ro fe ss io n a l raid 
cor: er e in 1 p eop le, t h is  t o t a l  i s  renerhebly high in r e la t io n  ; 
to  t* e ST e l l  ex ten t o f inhab ited land and tc  the rural 
s ta tu s  o f the in h a b ita n ts . 3uc a population could never 
be maintained e x c lu s iv e ly  fror the l ane, consequen tly
The 1951 census figu re?  shcr.v n fui't er réduction  in the  t o t a l  popula tion.
. 4
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zneny c r o fte r s  have alw ays been part t i n e  i n d u s t r i a l  workers  
or f ish erm en  or t .  ey have gore to  s e a ,  served in  Fore es  
or sought perrr.aiient ©r plc.^s'ient av/ay ir o i .  iione. in  s e v e r a l  
homes many o f the younger e: bers o f  tu e  f o i i i i y  are now 
away end co n seq u en t ly  th e  p rop ortion  o f  e ld e r ly  p eop le  i s  
high.
comparison o f  t e  oo p u la t icn  pyramids fo r  1891
and 1921 for  Barvas p a r is :  t  a t  t; e p o p u la t io n
s t r u c t u r e i s  l e s s  v / e l i - b a l ancc^i t  lan i t  w a s , th e  In cre a se
in  the percentage c f  e l  e r ly  people b e i%  ^g^R^ic’u la r ly
s i g n i f  i oant . The pm portirm  o f  : er. b et  veer 25 arci 45
had d eclin ed  as t h i s  was a ocri^ o f s e r io u s  unerplo,.ment
unt , in s p i t e  o f  th e  e f f o r t ?  o f  Lore. Levorr.ulme ane o f  tr.e
3oara f t  ^ r icu ltu re  t o  s e tL l?  ex - io r v ic em en  at home, imaiy
were forced  to  e x^ivaee cne v.:e r e ? j c r o d u o  was t^.e0g r e a t e s t  th a t  -uewis -a  ^ ev er  kno\m.
Em igration s t a t i s t i c s  on a lo c a l b a s is  ore not av l ia b le  and i t  i s  th erefore  im possib le to  g iv e  a rer*8onable estim a te  o f the numbers wlio ave l e f t  those rogiom : to  make permanent homes overseas*
W4
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. D is tr ib u tio n o f copula tion  t o L Zest Lewis/ige Croups 1931 and 1946
Crofting Over i^ownshïps !4  vrs
1931 Under .14 vrs. TOTAL Over Ï4 vrs* Under 14 vrs. TOTAL
Ness reg ion  2004 746 2810 2064 549 2613
Barvas ** 1786 627 2413 1734 445 2179
Shawbost '* 466 202 666 636 185 821
Carloway ^ 689 204 893 592 148 740
TOTAL 5005 1779 6784 5026 1327 6353
Per Cent 74*4 25.6 100 76.9 21 .1 100
(In West Lewis tne e n t ir e  population l iv e s  in tne c r o ft in g  
toivnships. )
Betv.’oen 1931 and 1946 the p e r c e n t o f  ch ild ren  o f  
school age decreased* This red u ction , however, was due 
ra ther to  t ’ o s a l le r  nurber o f fa m il ie s  to t he region  than 
to  th e ST a l l  s iz e  o f  ir»d i\idual fa m i l ies* In rural  Leivis 
the b ir th  ra te  has always been s l ig h t ly  higher than t o■ ■ m  ^ ii ■ ■ ■■ ^     m, m- #  ,*  „  m w * * i  ■ « ,i i* .V n  ii ■ ■ V  m la* m—  i . # , iiwi mm -  mmm
correspond ing areas o f tho mainland and i t  i s  probable th a t  
there has been a s l ig h t  increase in tiie nurber o f ch ild ren  
in recen t years as t i e  toned la te  post war p rosp erity  in  the  
Harris IV/eed industry encouraged many return ing Bervice non 
to  s e t t l e  in Lewis as w eavers. This boom period iu  the  
in d u stry , however, has passed and many are once more leav in g  
the islan d  but most o f  them see A work ov/ay fro r  home ra ther
8:
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than emi- ra tin g  por'/aner.tly w ith th e ir  fa m i l ie s .
Taking the tov/rship o f Lower Harves gs renresn ta t lv e  
o f "’e s t  Le^vlo in 195C i t -  t o t a l  pcpnlot-irn wae 275, rrliioh 
iholuded 60 ch ild ren  o f under 1" years o f age ( i . e .  22)^  
which is  s l ig h t ly  uhove l  e f ig u re  fa r  ont Lewis fo r  1946i • 
llie  percenta _e o f unr-arrioZ  ^c u lt s  over 1 yeui-D, v/a? 40 
and the number o f people over 65 years c f  are was JO. j-Iso, 
in  195C th ere was one marriage nrd 2 d ea th s. .. - o ti\ e e 
number o f ch ildren  per fam ily  in the to irrship was 4 :xo in 
1950 th ere were 4 b ir th s . These f ig u r e s  suggest th a t  
although the poin ilation i s  ageing i t s  stru ctu re  i s  not ^ et  
unduly unbalanced.
Yest Sutherland
h/est Sut her land has alv/ays been a sp a rse ly  populated  
reg io n n ev erth e less  the r e d is tr ib u tio n  of population which 
resu lted  f ron th e Clearances l ed to  congestion  in t  e newly 
e stab lish ed  'e v ic t io n ' tovw.sh ip s , to  emi /ra tion  t/nd t o  
depop u la tio n . . owever, u r t i l  1881. in s p ite  o f th ese  
fa c to r s ,  the t o t a l  popula tion o f e s t  Butherlfmh exoeeuec tr .t  
o f  Zest Lew is, although the population /e n s ity  has ulwciys 
been much lower (see  accompanying figures^). in Zest 
dutherlana the c e c l in e  in  population se% in in  the n iddlo c i  
the n in e teen th  century end i t  lias proceeded rap id ly  ovei s in c e .  
Thus by 1947 the larger o f  the two r e g ion s had an ia r in i t e iy  
sm aller population ( t o t a l  2176) and an overage d en s ity  o f
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éonly 3*3 per square m ile .
West Sutherland, u n lik e ’e s t  L e v is , i s  not e x c lu s iv e ly  
a or o ft in g  area a lth ough 75/ o f i t s  popula tion i s  corce n tr ated  
in to  th e o ro ft Inc t ew sh ip s . The re a in er l iv e  or t i e  
sporriny e s ta te s  or t ‘'e sheep farms or in ST'^ all v i l la g e s  
and to u r is t  cen tres  snc as LooMnver. Joou rie , wurneos, 
Kinloohbervie and Inchnadamph. JTus, when co-paring t ' e s e  
two reg ion s from s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta, i t  i s  liCoesaary to  bear 
th ese  d if fe r e n c e s  in mind. .I s o  i t  i s  dangerous to draw 
d e f in i t e  cor e lu s io n s  frov sucb w idely d i f fe r in g  t o t a ls  s in ce  
two or three excep tion s to  the general r u le  in Zest Sutherland, 
where the t o t a ls  are so s ^ a l l ,  could eas - l y  ap/ ear to upset 
th e general tren d .
The population pyrar 1'] s fo r  en t  Jut! er land shew a 
decrease  in y io , t o t a l  gopula tton s in ce  1691 acco paniei by 
an in crea s in g ly  unbalanced popul- t ic  r st ru ctu re. The 
proportion o f  old people increasec g r e a t l y ,  th e  p rop ort ion  
o f rrer and women in the ’tor king a,-e groups deer eased  
alerrringly ai'd conséquent.ly th ere  was a 3e?*ious r e d u c t ic n  
in  the numbers o f ch ild ren .
i>In 1931 the pfuxish o f /xssynt recorded tu e h ic ie s t  depopulation  ra te  in Scotland and in 1948 the West iüiÿiland Survey showed th a t Durness and Assynt exh ib ited  the most extreme co n d itio n s  82 o f  depopulation rind o f  ageing w ith in  the whole o f the West Highland reg io n . By 1951 t t e  t o t a l  % population o f Zest Sutherland had f a l le n  to  2090.
i
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d is tr ib u tio n  o f Population in the ea t S u t h e r l a x dT af isir© nn: '1040
1931 1946C rofting Other C rofting 6 therTown: Areas Town: ire asPar ish sh ips TOT/UL sh ips iLT.Ju
Hurness 341 185 526 257 95 35k
Eddra: 845 113 958 6C0 c l 7 jc h i l l i sissyn t 94o 367 1313 ol3 32Z. 94 5
TOTAL 2132 665 2797 156/ 406 2066
&o f t o t a l  7 6 .8  2 3 .0  100.0 75 .9  2 4 .1  lUO.O
(LOTS:- The f ig u r e s  fo r  1931 above include permanenu
r e s id e n ts  only and th erefore  do not oorrcspoud 
e x a c t ly  to  the cersu s f ig u r e s .)
I s tr ib u tlo n  o f Population lu  ' 'oat Sutherland   >■«. Croups Î53I  and T933---------------
1931 1946Over Under Over Under14 vraT li vra . TOTAL 14 v r s . i4  v r s » TOTALC roftingTownships 1727 405 2132 1263 265 1568
OtherAreas 505 160 665 384 114 498
TOTAL 2232 565 2797 1667 399 2066
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D is tr ib u tio n  o f  Population in West JSutherlandGroups. Per Gent  1931 and 1946
•jo C rofting  Townships
Other Areas
% of T otal
over 4 yrs
81
76
1931 1946 ^
% Under > Over . Under• 14 CTs* TOTAL 14 yrsT14 y r s . TOTAL
19
24
100
100
82
77
18
23
100
100
7 9 .8 2 0 . 2 100 80.7  19 .3  100
TÎ1 0  d is tr ib u t io n  o f population betv/een the c r o ft in g  
townships and the other areas shows l i t t l e  d ifferen ce  between 
1931 and 1146. The d is tr ib u t io n  by age groups, however, 
shov/s th a t t^e n on -cro ftin g  areas have a h igher proportion  
O f young people than the c r o ft in g  to im sh ip s. This i s  
undoubtedly due to  economic co n d it io n s , s in ce  a shepherd or 
keeper or a tradesman who has a regular wage and o ften  a 
house provided fo r  him i s  in  a b e tte r  p o s it io n  to  support a 
fam ily  than a c r o fte r  whose hold ing provides l i t t l e  more 
than an inexpensive home, and a sm all amount o f  produce.
The ru ra l n on -cro ftin g  areas o f  West Sutherland, however, 
are so sm all and sca ttered  and o ften  so iso la te d  th a t they  
have th e ir  o t o  inherent problems e s p e c ia lly  o f  tran sport 
and educa tion . In the c r o ft in g  townships in many ca ses  
depopulation has proceeded to  such an ex ten t th a t nui?erous 
households now c o n s is t  o f an e ld e r ly  fa th er  and h is  daughter 
or o f a brother and s i s t e r  l iv in g  on in the old home.
;Tnen they have gone th ere w i l l  be no-one to  carry on and
i - 't i
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u n less  people oan be a ttra c ted  back to  th ese  areas depopula: 
: t io n  w i l l  beoome complete* a good exan:ple o f suoii a 
depopulated township i s  th a t o f  C lashnessie  in the dtoor  
d i s t r i c t  o f Assjmt# Here# in  1947, out o f  a t o t a l  population  
of 23 th ere were 7 b achelors o f  over 50 years o f % e, and 
only  one married couple and th e ir  one c h i ld . The bachelors  
e ith e r  liv e d  ‘alone or w ith  sp in s te r  or widowed s is te r s *
A more encouraging p ic tu re  fo r tu n a te ly  i s  seen in the  
K inlochbervie area o f E d d raoh illis  where # due to the p o st­
war f is h in g  industry esta b lish ed  a t Loch Clash and naw to  the  
a ffo r e s ta t io n  schemes around Loch Lore, younger people are  
remaining and even return ing to  the d i s t r i c t .  Before 1947 
in the IC inlochbervie d i s t r i c t  there were very fev; m arriages: 
in  1949 there were 7 ai.d in  1950 there wore 11. 
Correspond ingly, the nuniber o f b ir th s  increased froi an 
average o f  3 per annura before 1947 to  11 in  1948 cind 8 in  
1949. In the S toer d i s t r i c t  o f  A ssyn t, on the other ejid, 
whoso t o t a l  population i s  corparable to th a t o f H inlochbervio  
th e average number o f b ir th s  for  sev era l years has been only  
one or two. The county o f  Sutherland in general has the  
low est b irth  ra te  o f any county in Scotland and i t  was th e 
on ly  county in B r ita in  in 1931 where dea ths exceeded b ir th s .
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XI. SOCIAL GSOGR^ iPliy
1 . TRANSPORT
West Lewis
S ir  James l^ theson  developed both the ex tern a l and the31 In tern al oo im unloations o f Lewis and for  a long t in e  he hold  
the m ail oon traot betv/een U llapool and Stornoway. U llapool 
Y/as replaced by Kyle o f  Loohalsh and l*a lla ig  a f te r  the  
ra ilw ay had roached th ese  ports and regu lar steamer serv io o s  
have been in opera tion nov/ fo r  v^ any y ears. /.t one t in e  
Stornoway a lso  had a passenger se r v ic e  w ith  L iverpool but 
t h is  has been d iscor.tinued s in ce  the end of t_ e  f i r s t  World 
War# In add ition  to  the d o ily  stem  er frcra Kyle o f lo ch a lsh  
numerous general and s p e c ia l cargo boa ts and f is h in g  boa ts  
come in to  Stornoway reg u la r ly . Stornoway Harbour has been83 g r e a t ly  improved during the la s t  twenty years and in 1940 
a new harbour development plan was dra^vn u-; whose ea r ly  
erec tio n  v/as reoomrrended by the highland .advisory Panel.
This scheme i s  now p r a c t ic a lly  com pleted.
The Outer H ebrides, w ith th e ir  f l a t  land and w ide 
beaches have f a c i l i t i e s  for  a ir  tran sport which the Dountainous 
p arts o f  the Highlands do not p o sse ss . regu lar a ir  se r v ic e  
lin k in g  Glasgow and Inverness w ith th e Outer Islan d s has been 
in e x is te n c e  s in ce  ju st b e fo r - the War# I t  makes i t  p o ss ib le  
to  tr a v e l fror-i Stornoway to  Glas^ <,ow in two hours in stead  o f
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tw e lv e . i t  provides an easy and con fortab le  journey -  a grea t 
boon to  the s ic k  and the e ld e r ly  -  and i t  enables the  Island  
to  r e c e iv e  i t s  m ail and i t s  newspapers much more .xomptly t  -an 
nany parts o f  the mainland#
In tern al tra n sp o rt, however, i s  le s s  good as a l l  the  
is lan d * s  t r a f f i c  must be carried on the roads which are 
g en era lly  w e ll below mainland standards# Road making proper60 began in 1791# The f i r s t  road constructed in Lev/is v/ent 
from Stornoway to  Barvas; la t e r  i t  was continued northwards 
to  Ness and southwards to  Carloway. Thus V/est Lewis was the  
f i r s t  part o f the Island to  be served v/ith roads# th ese
e a r ly  roads were intended on ly  for  horse and fo o t  t r a f f i c  
and moreover as they were made on foundations o f p ea t, they  
v^ re now too narrow and undulating and a lto g e th er  u n su itab le  
fo r  heavy v eh icu la r  tr a f f ic *  The road constructed from 
Stornov/ay to  Carloway fo r  tran sporting f i s h  has been mentioned 
above (the Pentland Road, page 119). Lord Leverhulme 
proposed b u ild in g  a road from Korth To1 s ta to  S k igersta  (Ness) 
so lin k in g  up the whole o f the north of Lewis by a c ir c u la r  
road# This road v/ould have opened up new areas fo r  settlem en t  
and would have proved an a t tr a c t io n  fo r  t o u r is t s .  I t  has 
o fte n  been d iscu ssed  but i s  u n lik e ly  to  m a te r ia l is e .
Today the County C ounc il, w ith gran ts from the  
M in istry o f Transport, i s  resp o n sib le  fo r  the maintenance o f  
alm ost a l l  the main roads in Lew is. The D i s t r ic t  Council i s  
resp o n sib le  fo r  certa in  v i l la g e  roads for which gran ts o f  75>
ÙL
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. re o b ta in a b le  from tb e Departmont o f  - a r ic u l t u r e .  i'aese  
roaôr are r e p a ir e c  by t* o . irrbway a u t h o r i t ie s  end tben tak en  
o v er  by th e  bounty C o u n c il. L a s t ly , th e r e  a r e  pea t road s  
*7hic’ are th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  th e  g r a z in g  com:" i t  t e e  s .  
l o s t  o f  th e s e  are o n ly  c a r t  tr a c k s  and a lth ough  used by 
l o r r i e s  fo r  c a r t in g  p e a t ,  t h e y  a r e  q u ite  u i su i t a b le  fo r  t h i s  
purpose.
The na in tonanco o f  road s in  Lew is i s  a g r e a t  f in a n c ia l  
burden to  th e  County C ou n c il and th e  r a t e s  su b scrib ed  w i th in  
th e  coun ty  r e p r e se n t  a v ery  sm a ll p ro p o rtio n  o f  tn e  t o t a l  
e x p e n d itu r e . . eavy l o r r i e s  cxr.d b uses r u in  th e  roads whose
narrova iess a g g ra v a te s  th e  s in lc ln g  over p ea t but whose w id en in g  
would be e x o r b ita n t ly  c o s t ly *  S ince 1945 nearly m i l l io n  
has been sp en t cn t - e  road s in  Lew is and w ith in  th e  l a s t  
thr^'O ye'O'H en û Æ dîtioaal £20,0C 0 has been co n tr ib u ted  by th e  
T ep a r ticn t  o f  g r io u ltu r e *
; s t  Lew is now has a very  good bus s e r v ic e  w it  hi 
Stornoway and .harvas a t  th e  roac’ ju n c t io n , has a b e t t e r  
s e r v ic e  than any o th er  v i l l a i n  Lew is* Throughout t:te 
is la n d  most o f  th e  bus s e r v ic e s  are now amalgamated in to  
CO' panlea  s e r v in g  d i s t r i c t s .  L e  a c tu a l b u ses arc s t i l l  
m o stly  l o c a l l y  ovmeci ana opera ted  and th ey  vary  g r e a t ly  in  
efiT.o en cy , c o f o r t  and r o l l a o i l i t y .
b o r t iv e  a ttem p ts t c  e s t a b l i s h  r a i lw a y s  in  Lew is 
begoh ill 1897• ^11 th e  l i n e s  proposed were to  be in  Vest
Lev;is. Jh 1897 th e  .Tig':lend h a ilw ay  proposed, a l i n e  from
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Stornoway to  Carloway v ia  3 r e a sc le te  (21 m iles in a l l ) .
The Hebridean L ig 't  Railway Company proposed a l in e  fron  
Stornov/ay to  Carloway w ith a branch l in e  to  B reasclete*
The schemes were abandoned due to  lack o f lo c a l f in a n c ia l  
support* Lord Leverhulme included a l ig h t  ra ilw ay among 
h is  p lans fo r  the development o f Lew is.
Vfest Sutherland
Zest Sutherland was the la s t  p lace on the mainland o f  
Scotland to  be served by roads and bridges capable o f  
carrying wheeled t r a f f i c .  -^ s land transport improved, so 
the c o a s ta l t r a f f i c  d eclin ed  and many p ie r s  and b o a ts lip s  
have f a l le n  in to  d isu se  and d isrep a ir*  At the turn o f  the  
cen tury sev era l sm all loans and gran ts were rece ived  ( la r g e ly  
from the Congested D i s t r ic t s  Board) fo r  improving b o a ts lip s  
and fo r  rep a ir in g  p ie r s . These were to  a s s i s t  the f is h in g  
industry which, however, was never on a s u f f ic ie n t ly  large  
sc a le  to  warrant heavy expend iture o f n a tio n a l fund s, as was 
done in Lewis fo r  the harbour a t Hess and fo r  the Carloway 
road. LochInver and Loch Clash are the only  p ie r s  s t i l l  
in  regu lar use but a t one time cargo boa ts from the Clyde, 
th e  e a s t  coast and the Orkney Island s c a lle d  a t nany o f  the  
lo c a l  p ie r s .  Oÿoadian merchants had shops a t klspond and 
a t  Scourie and the o ld er  r e s id e n ts  o f  Durness remember 
passengers embarking a t Portnancon fo r  Aberdeen* Formerly 
a l l  non-perishable goods were brought by sea and the c r o fte r s  
la id  in s to r e s  two or three tim es a year. Today a l l  tran sport
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i s  by road, thus the motor roads are o f  paramount importance 
as th ere  are ho ra ilv /a y s , no a ir  se r v ic e s  and v ir tu a l ly  no 
steamer s e r v ic e s .
In a la rg e  and empty county such as Sutherlcind roads 
are a very c o s t ly  item and in 1947 the road ra te  amounted to  
6 / -  per Z or o f the t o t a l  county r a t e . In J e st  
Sutherland a l l  the roads are very narrow, r.any are steep  
and w ind ing, b lind  corners and sw itch  backs are com, on and 
the q u a lity  o f the surface i s  h igh ly  v a r ia b le  fron p lace to  
place* Some o f  the roads, no tably the c o a s ta l road froi 
Drumbeg to  UHapool, are d ec ided ly  dangerous, e s p e c ia lly  
to  v i s i t in g  m o to r is ts . ; i l l  the cr o ft in g  tov/nships except 
Ardmore, Loch Laxford, which i s  reached by a path, are 
served by roads but some o f the shepherds* and keepers* 
houses are w ithout any proper track anc some are most 
r e a d i ly  a c c e s s ib le  by boa t.
For many years the main roac s nave been the  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f the County C ouncil, u few lo c a l roads 
are riaintained by the D is t r ic t  C ouncil, o th ers by g a z in g  
com m ittees, or not a t a l l ,  and some are e n t ir e ly  p r iv a te .
The County Council has r e c e n t ly  taken over sev era l f o r r er  
v i l la g e  roads th a t have been v a s t ly  improved w ith in  the la s t  
few years through gran ts obtained from the Department of 
A gr icu ltu re . These township roads are now o ften  b e tte r  
than the main roads but work i s  proceed ing on th e la t t e r .
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The on ly  regu lar tran sport on the roads are the m a il 
buses which run d a i ly  from Durness, K in loch b erv ie , Scourie  
and Loohinver to  Lairg and back. I t  t akes 7 hours to  tr a v e l  
from any o f th ese  v i l la g e s  to  Invernes s , the neares t  large  
town* Cn the remaining roads there i s  no public tran sport 
w hatever.
F reight r a te s  over such long land d is ta n ce s  are very  
high and as a l l  goods are now transported by road the  
is o la t io n  o f t h is  region  i s  th e main d i f f i c u l t y  in  
ex p lo i t in g  i t s  resou rces to  the f u l l  and in  attem pting new 
development p r o je c ts .
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2 . PUBLIC HEALTH
West Leiyls
Housing con d ition s  in Lewis have always been worse
than in any o ther ru ra l area in  Scotland and they have been
23 th e  su bject o f much coimaent in every o f f i c i a l  enquiry 24,27 conducted in the is la n d . For long the ty p ic a l cro fter* s2031 house in Lewis was the *black house’ which, u n t i l  recen t  55,58y ea rs , housed people and c a t t le  under the  same r o o f . Tlie 
double low th ic k  w a lls  were composed o f lo o se  sto n e , un ited84 by a packing o f earth  or c la y , the roof was made o f a frame: 
:work o f  wooden r a f te r s  and couples (r e s t in g  in the inner  
w ell)  covered w ith  tu r f  d iv o ts  and straw , and bound w ith  
ropes o f heather straw or tha tch  and weighted down w ith  
s to n e s . I t  was n e ith er  a ir t ig h t  nor w a ter tig h t, i t  Lad no 
window, no chimney and on ly  one door which was used by 
humans and c a t t le  a l ik e  , The byre end o f  the house was 
unpaved and in  i t  dung was allowed to  accui u la te  throughout 
the year. In Spring the dung was removed to  laanure the lend  
as was the soot encrusted r o o f. In s id e , the houses were 
f i l l e d  w ith  smoke from the peat f i r e  th a t  always burned in  
the middle o f th e f lo o r .  à any o f th e  houses were b u i l t  back84 to  back and sometimes in  rows three deep: they presen ted a
very d i f f i c u l t  problem to  the sa n ita ry  a u th o r it ie s . In 1893 
the Lewis D i s t r ic t  Committee had warned the people th a t  they57 intended to  in s i s t  on a complete separa tion  o f the byre from
146
the l iv in g  room and s im ila r  ac tion  was taken by the lia rr is  
D is t r ic t  C om rittee. Improvements began and continued in  
Harris but in  Leiris the e f fo r t s  o f 1693 were not su sta in e d ; 
indeed, the people were not only refu sin g  to  bu ild b e t te r  
houses but were con tinuing to  bu ild  the old typ e. The 
problem was aggravated by the extreme congestion which 
preva iled  along the w est coast where four or f iv e  fa m i l ie s  
o ften  liv e d  in one c r o f t ,  and by the presence o f croivds 
o f sq u a tters l iv in g  in s im ila r  wretched h o v e ls . In 1905 
the a tte n t io n  o f Parliam ent was drawn to  the in sa n ita ry  
con d ition  o f the houses in Lewis and o f f i c i a l s  v/ere sen t56 to  in v e s t ig a te . In s p ite  o f th is  in v e s t ig a t io n  l i t t l e  
improvement was made and n e ith er  the report o f the Poor Law85 Commission in 1909 nor the Dewar Report in 1912 could86 record any appreciable change. Again in  1917 housing in  
Lewis was shown to  be s t i l l  very bslt^^lthough the Lewis 
D is t r ic t  Committee had attempted to  enforce improvenent 
o f  the housing s itu a t io n  by adopting a s e t  o f  bu ild in^  byy 
law s , i t  had met w ith l i t t l e  su ccess . Lewis remained the  
only  d i s t r i c t  in Scotland where c a t t le  housing p e r s is te d ,66 the houses were exceed in gly  bad and g r o ss ly  in sa n ita ry  and 
water su p p lie s  were impure end very u n sa t is fa c to r y . The 
p ers is ten ce  o f th ese  p r im itive  con d ition s  was considered  
to  be la r g e ly  due to  the lack of any informed public op in ion .
Ho r e a l improvements in the housing s itu a t io n  took  
p lace u n t i l  large uoale f in a n c ia l a s s is ta n c e  was made
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a v a ila b le  by loan s froru the Department o f .agricu lture ana by 
gran ts from the lo c a l a u th o r it ie s  under t  e .mousing 
(A gr icu ltu ral Population) Scotland ^^t 1936 and the .-.k usin^ 
(Rural orkers) d.cts 1926-38. By 1931, however, aew is s t i l l  
showed ^ e _ h ig h e s t  aegreo o f over-crov/dlng fo r  any rur a l  
d i s t r i c t  in Scotland w itn tne m ajority o f the people l iv in g  
in  two roomed hous e s •
Lewis 1931
h o .o f  rooms houses
4831
Persons
1 171 3922 2570 105703 659 30594 1143 57255 163 6806 60 2757 65 304
21203
60
By trie iriid 1930s three main types o f  houses ox lstoo  
in  ru ra l Lewis; the b lack house (with separa te byre and 
l iv in g  room, sm all windov/s and a chimney) , the ea r ly  
•w hite house* (o ften  very sm a ll, cold and damp) and the  
newer w hite house (b u ilt  in accordance w ith Department o f  
A gr icu lture s t ip u la t io n s  in order to q u a lify  fo r  a loan) w ith  
th ree  or four rooms, a s c u lle r y , good windows and we; tlierproof 
tarred f e l t  r o o f s . Domestic water su p p lies  in  West Lewis 
are s t i l l  obta ined mainly from shallow  w e l ls ,  s o r e t1 .os a t a 
con siderab le d is ta n ce  from the houses* Water d is tr ib u t io n  
schemes have been prepared under tl.e Rural Vater oupp lies %^ot
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o f  1934, but have not y et been Implemented. I o st  o f tlie  
"feuars^ have In s ta lle d  a pipe: water supply in to  th e ir  houses 
and sev era l c r o fte r s  trap ra in  water and have one In side ta p . 
Many homes in West Lewis had e l e c t r ic i t y  in s ta lle d  in ther 
in 1951.
In 1946 a housing survey was made for  ti e County Plann ing87 A u th o r ities  which described th e ir  fin d in g s  as ''tru ly  shocking". 
Out o f 18G5 houses surveyed 50^ ,. vTe-re c la ssed  as u n f it  or over:
: crowded and o f th ese  119 were black houses. Undoubtedly 
many c r o fte r s  were unable to  undertake the f in a n c ia l o b lig a tio n s  
involved in accep tin g th e Départi ent o f ^ ig r ic u l t u r e lo a n s ,  
n ev erth e less  t  e p r im itive  l iv in g  con d ition s  were not 
considered commensurate with presen t day standards.
The m ed ical se r v ic e s  provided for  Vest Lev/is under the  
1913 scheme were two d o c to rs , one at Borve and one a t Cc.rlowey, 
and d i s t r ic t  nurses were employed by the County C ouncil.
Lewis p o ssesses  a general h o s p ita l, a fev er  h o sp ita l and a  
sanatoria!' in Stornoway, a ir  ambulance se r v ic e s  are a v a ila b le  
to  take ser io u s  ca ses to  the mainland, s p e c ia l i s t s  co s u it  
in  Stornoway fron  tim e to  t i r e  and d en tal treatm ent can a lsc  
be obta ined. Thus the health  se r v ic e s  are undoubtedly very  
good but bad housing, which i s  thought to  be la r g e ly  resp o n sib le  
fo r  the high inc idence o f  pulmonary tu b ercu lo s is  a lso  
impairs e f f : o ie n t  home nursing.
Some new houses have been erected by the County Council 
w ith in  the la s t  few years but c r o fte r s  a ie  not e l ig ib le  fo r
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th e se  and the Couro i l  o ften  hag d i f f i c u l t y  In acquiring  
b u ild in g  s i t e s  on the ocmmon grazing land.
Vest lu t herIanj
In Sutherland improvements In housing began as ea r ly
88 as 1894 and th ese  were oom; ended in the f i r s t  report o f  the  
Local Government Board.
In some ca ses  p rop rietors a s s is te d  by provid ing c e r ta in  
m a teria ls but a l l  labour was provided by the c r o fte r s  them:
:s e lv e s .  Small "white" houses began to  rep lace the old  
"black" ones and the former u su a lly  co n s isted  o f t?/o rooms, 
som etires v/ith ga rrets  in  the roof; they had two chimneys, 
windows which opened and sh u t, p a r t it io n s  and c e i l in g s  o f  
wood and c la y  and the ro o fin g  was o f boards covered w ith  
th a tch , or f e l t  daubed w ith  ta r , or e x cep tio n a lly  o f s la t e s .  
Although very p la in  and sim ple th ese houses were q u ite' Iseparate from the byre and were reasonably l i g h t ,  dry and 
fr e e  from smoke.
In 1917 there were only three "black houses" in
86 e x is ten ce  in  the whole county o f Sutherland and v/here bad 
houses d id e x i s t  the cause was u su a lly  r e a l poverty* In a
many in stan ces  c r o fte r s  had been g iven a ss is ta n c e  to  improve ■
th e ir  houses, by the Sutherland E sta te  and sometimes by
sp ortin g ten a n ts . The Sutherlandshire houses in 1917 
compared favourably w ith  those in K oss-sh ire  or Inverness.
The Vest Sutherland cro fter s  took f u l l  advantage o f
the f in a n c ia l a ss is ta n c e  a v a ila b le  fo r  irproving th e ir  houses z
 ^ ■ ■ : : i
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in  the 1930s. and although the m ajority o f th e ir  houses are 
s t i l l  t^out w a ter, -hr b e tte r  bousing con d ition s  in g en era l, 
togeth er  with the sparseness o f the popula tion , make fo r  a 
much higher standard o f housing than i s  the general ru le  in  
Lev/is. Lack o f  a piped water supply and of sa n ita t io n  i s  
the worst fea tu re  in both p la c e s .
In 1931, to  take th e  parish of _iS3ynt es an example, 
th e major i t y  o f the î^ u ses were o f four rooms  ^ w ith an average 
o f  th ree  people per house.
Assynt 1931 
No. o f rooms Houses Persons
1 10 112 54 1323 58 1554 103 3815 84 3046 34 1537 34 158
371 1284
V/ithin the la s t  f iv e  years the County Council o f  
Sutherland has erected some new houses in a l l  the p arish es o f  
West Sutherland but th ese  are fo r  n o n -cro ftin g  reiibers o f  the  
comnunity. West Sutherland i s  not yet served w ith e l e c t r i c i t y  
except where i t  has been in s ta lle d  p r iv a te ly .
The H ighlands tuia Islan d s Medical S erv ice  operated in  
Sutherland as in o ther parts o f  the Highlands from 1913 u n t i l  
1947. The sparseness o f  the popula tion , however, and the  
is o la t io n  o f many o f the houses made i t  more d i f f i c u l t  and
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more c o s t ly  to  operate than in  Lev/is. There i s  s t i l l  a 
res id en t  doctor in each parish  and there are d i s t r i c t  
nurses throughout the region  but h o sp ita l oases must be 
taken fo r  long journeys, o ften  on bad roads (the n earest  
h o sp ita l i s  a t G olspie on th e  ea st  coa st) and s p e c ia l i s t  
adv ice i s  always fa r  av/ay.
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3 . SDUCi.TIOi:
West Lewi s
The p ro v isio n  o f educational f a c i l i t i e s  in Lewis i s  
much sim pler than in Sutherland on account o f  the grer^ter 
d en s ity  and concen tra tion  o f i t s  population# Great 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  were encountered in e s ta b l ish in g  s ta t e  education  
in  Lewis ; if te r  the passing o f the IE70 Education c t  and 
w ithout the very generous sp e c ia l gran ts which were made,59 i t  could never have succeeded.
e s t  Lewis has numerous public sch oo ls o f con siderab le  
s iz e  and s in ce  1947 th ere has been some c e n tr a l is in g  to  
Shawbost and L io n el, the tv/o jun ior secondary sch o o ls  in  
the region# The whole is lan d  i s  served by the L ico lson  
I n s t i tu te  in Stornoway, fo r  long the most in f lu e n t ia l  
secondary school in  the West Highlands and Islands*
Lewis a lso  has a te c h n ic a l school which has r e c e n t ly  been 
e sta b lish ed  a t Lewis C a s t le , Stornoway*
The fo llo w in g  ta b le  shows th a t th e number o f sch oo l 
ch ild ren  has not changed w ith in  the la s t  four years : -
153
Schools in West Lewis
Name of School Number o f Teachers Number o f P u p ils"T5T*T“ -------- 1551 "1551
L ionel (Ness) 8 10 221 249Cross 5 4 111 107Galsoh 2 2 29 24Shader 5 4 110 96Barvas 3 3 61 61Bragar 4 4 109 69Shawbost 5 7 130 184Carloway 4 3 75 56
TOTAL 36 37 636 846
The average number o f  ch ild ren  per school in  1951 
was 106*
Lewis i s  the main G aelic speak ing reg ion  in Scotland  
today and the is lan d  i s  always w e ll  and s u c c e s s fu lly  re:
: presented at the lo c a l  and N a tional G aelic Mods* &iany 
ch ild ren  cannot speak English when they go to  sch o o l, and 
although they must le a m  i t  th e r e , they are a lso  encouraged 
to  con tinue v/ith G aelic*
The stren g th  o f the  G aelic tr a d it io n  in  the is la n d s , 
however, can in i t s e l f  be a d e terren t to progress by breed ing  
in ten se  paroch ia lism  and u narrow in s u la r ity * In West 
Lew is, the sm all p ro fe ss io n a l eleiuent among the population  
i s  almost e n t ir e ly  G aelic speak ing and th is  means in e f f e c t
In Barvas parish  in  1931, 96% o f the population spoke both  G aelic and E nglish .
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the t  fil: oG w a l l  t ' ? :e% nui*sc.:, : : la is te i* r  r; o c to rs ,
are  Hebrideans# Th is  co s lc lo  ojwoluoioii c i o 
i n f l uences c cn trn e ts  bLc_^viliage^_u iarj'ly  frey _ BtrnH;r*i/ay niid 
r;U3u bo 1 r^^ely r cs^c c ib le  fo r  t i e  c.xt rc  .o ccn.-e rv s t ls n  In  
t he f o rc er to  yards change o f  any k i r.c six  I^.ck c f
prcgrs;:s an:’ e n te rp r is e  in ,  fo r  in s ta iic o , housing, a ^rlcu l& u ro  
arO g en e ra l c o m m it  y l i f e .  
h'Gst Hut; c r land
Hi c o itu a t io n  in  Host dutheriiOK> is  vony d i f  fe ro n t  
fro:.; u -'ij in  Lewis# Eacn v i l la g e  lias i t s  o\n: s .':a ii school 
f no th c io  arc  "a id e  sohoola" fo r  tbc  c a ilh re n  o f scujIierOs  
une oat.:to  workers i r  tc.e Is o la te d  glens# uuhci the  
Bel co ls  ( iic o tlrn c }  Code ID 50 , however, s ide  ocl ooIb &ro to  
be closed except fo r  those which are tc  be ui>-grulec to  
p r i iM v  s ta tu ? , and the  c h ild re n  are to  he tra n s fe rrc c  to  
c th o r » r ira ry  schools o r to  th e  ju n io r  soco -clary schools 
n h io li arc .at hurncss, bcco ric  anc Loohinver# th is  in vo lves  
p rc v ic in y  v e ry  c o s ily  tra a c p o rt  f c .o i l i t ie s  but b e t te r  
eJuG: t i e r  1 fee  l i l t  ie.s# I  .a lumbcr c l p u p ils  iui3 dropped 
f laTTfirig ly in  the 1: s t f  ?•/ yzi.wa uxa. uevor. 1 c 'a i t  schools  
have Icon  closed# .etc a lv lc l .  sch o c i, ac^r L o c a iiiv e r, wnich  
was ewpty fo r  :::ny yecs'-o, was opened as a youtu h o s te l in  
1940 end h.cs boon b e t te r  p atro n ises  in  th a t  c a p a c ity #
. s the  b u ll: c f  the y o -u ia tio u  l iv e s  in  the  oi oftin,.^ 
tom :ships around the  c o a s t, i t  would soei th a t  thic p ro v is io n
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o f  sm all ru ra l sch oo ls  should not be d i f f ic u l t #  However, 
many o f  the c r o fte r s  in th ese  townships are e ld e r ly  and/or 
unmarried as there i s  l i t t l e  work fo r  a fam ily  man o ther than  
in  the tra n sp o rt, to u r is t  or d is tr ib u t iv e  trades# In West 
Sutherland, th e r e fo r e , i t  i s  not  the c r o fte r s  but ra ther th e  
shepherds and the e s ta t e  workers and those engaged in oommere# 
or the p ro fessio n s  whose economic s itu a t io n s  ere most sound
%
and who can b est provide fo r  a growing fa m ily . Shepherds 
and keep ers, however, o ften  l i v e  in  extreme is o la t io n ;  th e ir  
ch ild ren  cannot be made to  walk more than th ree m iles to  
sch o o l, and the p rov ision  o f transport i s  o ften  exceed in gly  
d i f f i c u l t .  The s id e  school was form erly the only so lu tio n  -  
u n sa t is fa c to r y  as i t  too o ften  was# Because o f th ese  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  many men w ith  fa m il ie s  have been forced to  leave  
the d is t r i c t  and to  seek  employment e l s ev/here* &Iany 
good houses are fa s t  f a l l in g  in to  ru in s and are never l ik e ly  
to  be inhab ited aga in. Thus the grea t d i f f i c u l t y  o f providiiij| 
educa tional f a c i l i t i e s  in the rem otest p la ces  i s  a primary 
fa c to r  causing ru ra l depopulation from th ese  areas.
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Schools in Vest Sutherland 1950
Parish School Number o f Number o fTeachers i^ p i ls
Durness Durine E 3ELaid (S ide) 1 9
E d d ra ch illis Oldshore 1 15B adcall Inchard E E5Sccurie E 20Kylestrome (S ide) 1 4 • -iFanagmore " 1 6Badnabay " 1 3Achfary " 1 6K inloch " 1 1 .'t
Assynt Drumbeg 1 10S toer 2 26Loohinver 3 45 ■Klphin 1 10 .Assynt (S ide) 1 10
Î
El 224
The average number o f p u p ils  per sch oo l i s  15 as 
compared to  106 fo r  West Lew is. G aelic i s  w id ely  spoken in  
West Sutherland and the percen tage speak ing G aelic and 
E nglish  in 1931 was 76.
P u p ils proceed ing to  sen ior  secondary sch oo ls must 
leave  home a t the age o f 11 f  and sta y  in  G olspie or Dornoch, 
on ly  return ing home fo r  the school holidays# Sutherland  
Techn ical School a t G olspie i s  the only  r e s id e n t ia l  sch oo l
in  the county# In s p ite  o f  the b u rsaries awarded to  a s s i s t
■ ■ ■ Wthe co st o f boarding th ese  ch ild ren  away from home there i s  ■% 
very lim ited  h o s te l accommodation and some parents are a
u n w illin g  to  p lace such young ch ild ren  in lo d g in g s , which -à
■
I
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«y .irric .it to  rim. m„c«iomi prooi»»
tl.0 su th er lo m  count! Connell „ o  f u s  . t o .« , l „ „ i „  
complex*
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4# RELIGION
The North West iiighland region i s  a stronghold o f  
s t r i c t  Sabbatarianism* In both areas th ree ocngrega tions  
e x i s t ,  namely, th e Church o f Sco tland , the Free Church 
( i . e .  the "Wee Frees" who did not jo in  w ith  the Church o f  
Scotland in 1929) and a sm all congregation o f  a very narrow 
s e c t  known as the Free Presbyterians* Sometimes a l l  th ree
are represen ted in  one sm all villa^i;e* The Church of
Scotland has a re s id e n t  m in is ter  in  every parish  o f both  
Lewis and Sutherland and se v era l m iss io n a r ie s  as w ell*
The o ther churches, however, whose f in a n c ia l resouroes are 
very  lim ite d , o ften  have grea t d i f f i c u l t y  in provid ing  
tra in ed  and q u a lif ie d  preachers*
West Lewis
In Lewis th e m ajority  o f  the people l e f t  the  
E stablished Church a t the time o f  the D isruption in  1643 and 
jo ined the Free Church. In West Lewis today the "Woe Frees" 
outnumber the members o f  the Church o f  Scotland and there i s  
a sm all congregation o f  Free P resbyterian s in  Hess*
Til6 sabbath in Lewis has been g ra p h ica lly  described  
by A.^.ivlaogregor in  h is  recen t book on the Western I s l e s .89 The Church se r v ic e s  in V/est Lewie are almost always in  
G a e lic , u n less  E nglish  i s  s p e c ia lly  requested fo r  a stranger; 
they  are a lso  long and very sim ple, and the s in g in g  i s  
unaccompanied. R e lig io u s  se r v ic e s  are a lso  held during
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the week, and the connunions occupy four v;holo days.
West Sutherland
The Church o f Scotland ban most adherents In Vest 
Sutherland but there nre "Wee Frees" and Free P resbyterian s  
a ls o ,  e s p e o io lly  in S toor, Lochinvor, Scovirie and Loch 
In0 hard.
lÔO
s. SOCIAL AND CO!Hin:iTY LUE
West Lewis
In .Vest Lewis there i s  no lack  o f  s o c ia l  l i f e  fo r  
the In h ab itan ts , e s p e c ia lly  for the younger fo lk . The 
proxim ity to  Stornoimy, hov/ever, w ith i t s  cinema, d ances, 
cor c e r ts  and public houses has g iven some o f the younger 
ru ra l d w ellers a ta s te  fo r  "tovoi’' l i f e *  Th is i s  e s p e c ia lly  
n o t ic ea b le  in N ess, in sp ite  o f i t s  con siderab le d istan ce  
froii Stornoway, and has been mac»e p o ss ib le  throughout t h is  
region  by the good bus se r v ic e s  which are now a v a ila b le .
In tne townships the su ccess o f tiie  orgcuiisoci s o c ia l  
a c t i v i t i e s  i s  g en era lly  proportional uo the in i t ia t iv e  o f a 
few en terp risin g  people and in v erse ly  proportional to  the  
streng th  of the narrowest r e l ig io u s  s e c t s .  Cn more than 
one 0 0  asion when sp orts c lu b s , drana tlc s o c ie t i e s ,  concert 
p a r t ie s  or youth c lub s have been f lo u r ish in g  concerns, a 
" r e l ig io u s  r e v iv a l has swept through the v i l la g e  "converting"  
the people thereby causing a d isru p tion  o f  a l l  t ’ ese  or^^anised 
s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  by condemning harmless amusements• The 
lo c a l  communions which occupy four days in  each d i s t r i c t  -  
are the grea t s o c ia l  occa sion s in the Lews when t'lo people  
forega ther from a l l  over the island* ^.part froi : r e l ig io u s  
se r v ic e s  few a c t i v i t i e s  are organ ised by the churches w ith  
the exception o f the dunday Schools and the #Vomen * s Guild 
in tho Cliupch o f Sco tland.
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I: ere  v er  th e r e  i s  a su itL -ble m eetin g p la ce  t i e  young 
peop le ooDgregEite in  wi? ta r  to  p lry  b eer  in  tor. or t c  have 
dancestmc c o n c e r ts  and mtmy v i l l a g e s  have yort':. c lu b s  and 
branches o f  th e  r^.C.?* F o o tb a ll  i s  th e  fa v o u r ite  sp o r t emd 
i t  i s  p layed in  summer ; th e  b e s t  p itc h e s  arc on th e  maoliair 
sh o r e . The e ld e r  p eop le  p r e fe r  to  ' c e i l i d h ’ in  w in te r  t im e ,  
q u ie t ly  and ln fo n : .a l lj ‘ uXiOng r hems e lv e s ;  th e y  s i t  : ,nd t a lk ,  
th ey  d rin k  te a  &i:d g o s s ip  and so:" e t  lin es  th ey  s in g  and  recou n t  
th e o ld  t a l e s  o f  th e  i s l e s  -  a l l  in  t h e i r  n a t iv e  Cr?-elio.
ITie married wm en have l i t t l e  s o c ia l  l i f e  and o f t e n  evon th e  
younger ones are n o t exp ected  to  ta'rc an a c t iv e  p art in  
v i l la g e  l i f e .  I t  i s  s u r p r is in g  th a t  in th e  w h:l e  o f  'e s t  
Lew is th e r e  i s  no t one branch o f  t ' o  S c o t t is h  H o n e n ’ o  R ural 
I n s t i t u t e  w hich i s  such a f lo . ir io h in g  concern in  m o o t  o f  
r u r a l S co t la n d . The h o u se w ife ’ s s t a t u s  i s  more th a t  of_ja 
p ea sa n t  woman than o f  a p artn er  in  a modern h on e*
b e s t  S uth erlan d
ii s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  two r e g io n s  i s  
t h a t West S utherland  has no a cc e s s  to  u tOTO hence some o f  
i t s  s e t t le m e n t s  must assume c e r ta in  urboji fu n c t io n s  ;-i.nd each  
community i s  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  i t s  ovm s o c i a l  l i f e *  ^Social 
l i f e ,  how ever, in  such a s p a r s e ly  popu la ted  r u r a l d i s t r i c t  i s  
v e r y  f u l l ,  in  s p i t e  o f  th e  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  which e x i s t .
In Vrest S u th e r la n d , le e k  o f  numbers i s  th e  ivorst o f  th e s e  and 
o f t e n  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  enough members fo r  to æ  s  nnd
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to  m aintain lo c a l  branches o f n a tion a l organ isa tion s*  
îîôvorthGleas sc o u ts , g u id es , the ./.II.I* , and the B r it ish  
Legion are e l l  represen ted wherever p o ss ib le  and th ere are 
dramatic s o c i e t i e s ,  youth c lu b s , badminton and fo o tb a ll  
c lu b s . Highland Gathering Comm ittees, ch o irs  and even 
r i f l e  c lu b s . Aochinver and Durness are amazingly s e l f -  
con ta ined , the la t t e r  even having i t s  own dance band.
The f ilm s have a lso  reached te se  remote p la ce s  and 
throughout the w in ter each d i s t r i c t  has a t le a s t  two 
f ilm  shoive a month*
In a d d ition  to  the organ ised s o c ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  th ere  
i s  a grea t d ea l o f inform al en terta in in g*  Highland 
h o s p ita l i t y  in  th ese  reg ion s  i s  by no means dead.
D. SlB'lt.'iARY AMD CONCLUSIONS
X II.  SUmARY
I .  SCOPE OF THE HTVESTIGATION
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West Lewis West Sutherland
A congested ru ra l area* Population d e n s ity  37*5 per sq .m ile .  E x clu siv e ly  a c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t .
An area o f rural depopula tion.Popula tion d en s ity  3 .3  per sq .m ile .S e tt le n e n ts  Include c r o ft in g  tow nships, sheep farm s, sp ortin g  e s ta t e s  and s '^^all v i l l ^ e s ,
I I .  TI^ AREAS CC:CERNED
West ]^wis lo c a t io n  &, ex ten t
Is la n d .Iv.W.extremity o f Outer Hebrides L a titude 58°19»N -  58®31»N.County, Hess & Cromarty. P ar ishes -  Barvas &North U ig Area approx.160 sq .m iles*
A c c e s s ib il i ty
A ir to  Stornoway)*.Sea to  Stomo^ray)Bus from Stornoway to  West Lew is.
Minimum tim e taken from Inverness l i  hours
West Sutherlandlo c a t io n  & e x te n t
Mainland.N.W .extremity o f S c o t t ish  mainland.^L a titude 58°0»Ii -  58®37»N.County, Sutherland.P ar ishes -  L um ess, Eadra: : c h i l l i s ,  cc /issyn t.Area approx. 600 sy ..m iles.
A c c e s s ib il i ty
No a ir  tran sportNo sea tran sport.H a il to  Lairg thence  m a il buses to  Zest Sutherland•I.linimum time taken from Inverness 7 hours.
1Ô4
Land or/mer s hip
I aoleoua th e  e a r l i e s t  p o sse s s o r s .
17th ocntury c o lo n isa t io n  from F ife  u n su ccessfu l.From 17th century proprie : :to r s  v/ere vSeaforths, H atbesons, Lord Leverhulro
1922 Lewis so ld & broken up in to  many e s ta te s*  Today reg ion  con ta in s  sev era l e s t a t e s ,  iriostly the property o f lim ited  companies.
Land ovmership
I i l i t a r y c h ie fta in s  the  an cestors c f  andSutherland c læ is .No attempted c o lo n isa t io n  from the south^From 17th cen tury prop rie :  rtors v/ere Keay cc Suther :: land f a m i l i e s  in i)urnes3  & E d d ra ch illis ;  ia c le o d s  & Seaforths in ^ sy n t .19th Century, a l l  3 p er ish es  th e property o f  duther:: land s.
2 0 th  cen tu ry , many e s ta t e s  broken up.Today many e s ta te s  o f  vary: lin g  s iz e s  in the reg io n , a lso  la rg e  cc some sm aller  farm s. Most e s ta t e s  p r iv a te ly  ovmeô..
West Lewis TTelïef
F la t  or undulating Icrr moorland.S lopes g e n t le , r e l i e f  
3 K>notonous. r o a t ly  belov/ 400*.
G eolog ical  form ations
Pr e-Carnbrian.LewisIan Gneiss the  predominant rock  throughout.
«/est Sutherland  S el’i e f --------------
E s s e n t ia lly  a h ighland  reg io n .S teep s lo p e s , high m ountains, very rugged r e l i e f .Mostly above 500* w ith  mountains up to  3000*.
G eolog ical fo r r.utioiig
Pre-Cambriai. f o r n y t i o n sd iv ided by N-S «toine Thrust(a) Foreland «/.of Moine inrusLew isian Gneiss and Torridon Sandstone.(b) Moine Thrust zone.Cambrian form ations in clu d in g Durness L im estone.(c) E.i/loorlands.lûoine S c h is t s .
1 6 5
( ila o ia t io n
Few rock outcrops.
Boulder c la y  coverp r a c t ic a lly  continuous throughout the reg io n .• 'ur erous g la c ia l  lak es-
Recent aepos i t s  & So i l s
Deep peat covers boulder c la y .Jorae areas o f blcnm sands (loachalrs).B o ils  u su a lly  poor.
V egetation > fauna 
Uniform.Low peat moor lane it?  heather dom inant. o t r e e s .
jtiXLXiu very oc:^nty^ 
O linate
OceanicClimate very un i f  o XT'» throughout.Gales very severe  R a in fa ll moderate. Rompe ra t ure range lov;.
G lac ia tion
E x tensive rod: o u tc ro ;3 ,  much g la c ia te d .G1r c i a l  d 3  cr ? i t  s sc t t  ered •
i ‘ure r o u s  g l a c i a l  l* J :es .
R ocen t d e p o s it s  < B o i ls
F ea t in  v a l l e y s   ^ '-o llc n /s .
Borne blo'.m sand a llu v iu T i.
B o ils  v a r ie d , good on - u rn e3 3 .Li'^.esnone.
V e g e tr t io n  y:
Varied •/e t  hi^h moorlund ty p e s  o f  v e g e ta t io n  do i - .a n t ... fex7 *./coded are 1.3 in  s h e lte r e d  p la c e s  Fauna abundan t.
C lim ate
Oceruiic.Viarked c o n t ia s t s  betw een  c o a s t  and in t e r io r .Vales fr e iiu en t  on c o a s t .  R a in fa l l  v er y  heavy in la n d .Temperature r  nge h igh or  inlf-nd thcUï on c o a s t
IV# FACTORS LK/d)IKG TO CO; TR..STS IN POPULATION------------- (î01ÿ!T)"mwr5 "5fff <5ft¥TB‘g6----------------
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West Lewis
1745-1600
An iso la te d  region
S lig h t in crease  in  popula tion .Population dependent on a g r ic u ltu r e , f is h in g  and in d u s tr ia l workSubsistence a g r icu ltu re  on ly .
In troduction o f p o ta toes  very important.Standard o f l iv in g  low.
1600-1850
No Clearances and few  changes in settlem en t  p a tte r n .
Population in crease  con stan t and d en s ity  con sid erab le .Some em igration e s p e c ia l ly  a f te r  1844 ( a s s i s t e d ) .
1844 change in land ownership.Some in crea ses in r e n t .D ecline in  su b sid iary  employment.F ish in g  m ainly o f  lo c a l  importance •A gr icu lture p r im it iv e , su b sisten ce  on ly .
Congestion on the land and su b d iv is ion  o f  hold ings: in crease in c o t ta r s  and sq u a t te r s .Pota to  fam ine cause o f  much d is tr e ss*L iving co n d itio n s  very p o o r .
vVest Sutherland
1745-ieOO
Extremely iso la te d  and in a c c e s s ib le .Considerable in crease in  p op u la tion .Population dependent on a g r icu ltu re  and f is h in g .
B ubsistenoe sons commercial a g r icu ltu re  (s a le  o f  c a t t le )  o u tsid e  the rey ion .In troduction o f p o ta toes  very iinportant.Standard o f  l iv in g  low.
1800-1650
Large s c a le  Clearances L. esta*  ib lishm en t o f  sheep farms.Major changes in settlem en tpa ttern and r e d is tr ib u tio n  o f p op u la tion .O verall in crease  in population  w ith  f lu c tu a t io n s .
Considerable em igration a f te r  182Ü (a s s is t e d , sometimes en forced ).1829 Change in land ovTnership.
Considerable in crea ses  in  rent*Attempts to  e s ta b l is h  subsidiaxy employment not su c c e s s fu l.F ish ing s ta t io n s  e s ta b lish e d ,  some export o f f i s h .C rofters r e s tr ic te d  to  sub: : s is te n c e  a g r icu ltu re: farms w e ll managed and prosperousCongestion in  c r o ft in g  town:: sh ip s: some su b d iv is io n  &, in crea se  in c o t ta r s .
Potato fam ine cause o f  much d i s t r e s s .L iving co n d itio n s  poor fo r  c r o f t e r s .
Iô7
1 8 5 0 - 1 8 8 6
Continued in c r e a se  in  p o p u la t io n .S er io u s  c o n g e s t io n  on th e  land  ^ con tin u ed  
su b d iv is io n  o f  h o ld in g s , in c r e a s e  in  numbers o f  c o t ta r s  and s q u a t t e r s .I Jo cr anges in  s e tt le m e n t  p a tter n  (one la r g e  farr: o n ly ) .Great ex p en d itu re  by p r o p r ie to r  to  a s s i s t  a l l  L ew is.
Very l i t t l e  em igrcation.
o l ig iv t  in c r e a s e s  in  r e n t .C ro ft r e n t s  very  low .
1 o improvement9 ina g r ic u ltu r a l  p r a c t ic e s .id 6 spread p overty  and d i s t r e s s .
1 8 5 0 - 1 8 8 6
D e c lin e  in  p o p u lc tia n  s e t  in  1871 Continued c o n g e s t io n  in  • e v i c t  ion  • t  out: six i p s .Bone fu rtb  er  Ole a ran oes  more la r g e  farms a^ tab lish ccl *
i croî ge under d eer  f o r e s t  in crea sed  a f t e r  1 70 .
Great ex p en d itu re  by p r o p r ie to r  througnout coun ty  but Duke c f  B a ther: : land * s improvements d id  n o t a f f e c t  w est p a r is h e s .C on sid erab le  em ig ra tio n  ( a s s i s t e d ) .F urtjiei in c r e a s e s  in  r e n t .  C roft r e n t s  m odera te.Improvements in  a g r ic u lt u r a l  p r a c t ic e s .R evert y ajul d i s  trace*, in  c r o f t in g  tom xsh ip s.
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V . SNgUIRIKS IT TO CCIDITIO: 3 7ITRII: TrI- CKOFTIi G— --------------------------- ïïIST]rI5Ts -----------------------
vvast Lew is
N ap ier Report 1885
r.oute c o n g e s t io n  on land IHioh s u b d iv is io n  o f  h o ld in g s ,  numerous c o t t a r s  and s q u a t t e r s .  i ’O ld in gs v ery  s m a ll , /^ r ic u l t u r e  p r im it iv e .  R en ts la v .
V est B utherland
N ap ier R eport IBC^ B
C ro fters*  h o ld in g s  v ery  s m a ll .Too much land u):der d eer  f o r e s t  and sheep  fanriS.T ran sport in a d eq u a te .F is h in g  f a c i l i t i e s  in a d e q u a te .
Deer F o r e s t  Coromission 1892.L eer  F o r e s t  Corr3:dssion 1C92
o p e c ia l  trea tm en t advooa: :te d  fo r  i ^ / i s  owin g  to  i t s  e x c e p t io n a l c lr c u n F t s^eince^P r a o t ic a l' iy  no land  a v a i la b le  fo r  a d d it io n  to  o r d fte r s^  T . 6 1 ( T T n ^ s .
F ra ser  Report 1888
E x is t e nce o f  d e s t i t u t i o n QOnfllT O ^.C rT sls " a ttr ib u ted  toc o n g e s t io n  and im m ed iate r e d u c t io n  in  p o p u la t io n  a d v o c a t e .
Brand R eport 1902
Lew is th e  most baclcward area  in oco t ia n o ALand q u e s t io n  In so lu b le .
J T i a  u s  t r i a l  w o r k  a a v  c o a t e d  .D e s t i t u t io n  a l l e v ia t e d  
b y  ad hoc g r a n t s .
L e w  i s  L o c a l  C o m ]'. i t  * 0 0 6  n e  p ort 0 5
• any o i  o::is oorrmit’uee *s s u g g e s t io n s  r e je c t e d  by S e c r e ta r y  o f  s t a t e  on accoun t o f  l ack o f  l o c a l  co o p er a t io n  In  th e  p a s f l
I’iany s u g g e s t io n s  made f o r  en largem en ts to  e x i s t in g  .h o ld in g s  xorid f o r  now h o ld in g s .
No s p e c ia l  e n q u ir ie s  fo r  ^ e s t  Bii'fherlanci
west Leirls (oon td.)
Dlttmor Report 1905
Ik)using oond it ie n s  sta ted  to  bo ap p allin g -  no improvement g in lOTT y ears.
Maxwell Report 1906
Ratin ,3 problems acu te.Local adm in istra tion— Impossib le  w ithout o u tsid e  a id .C r o f t e r r a t e 3  low.r r o p r le to r *9 r a te s  e x c e s s iv e .
le st Sutherland (ccn td i 169
j lille a r y  Report 1938
Leivis problems stressed  " a s  ^unique Tn l ü g î l affgs. P er sisten ce  o# congestion  in s p ite  o f  some depopula tion.
Lewis a ssoc ia tion  Reports
-------------------- 1 9 4 3 "% ---------------------------C rofts not economic u n its  Subsid iary cmploiVTsient e s s e n t ia l .Congestior: p e r s is t s .  Population age ing.. g r lc u ltu r e l  improve, enta req u ired .
Conrxission on C rofting  Ï9 5 I ------------ — ^
Unique cendü tions in  Twis have already  Ween s tr e s s e d .
I lille a r y  Report 193C 
Extreme con d ition s  o f  ru ra lciejîopiparishes enphasisod. FulTesT' éxpïo rEatrôïTof resources advocated.
iJo cor par able a s so c ia t io n12 ' 02 ? ah or
CoiT iissioii on Urof aing 1951 
Enquiries proceed ing.
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1. luiiLx settle: .El;t
T est Lev; is  
1887-1913
A tew  areas allocater^ to  c r o fte r s  fo r  grazing  land; no o ther l)dnd a v a ila b le  w ith in  the  rég ion .
1912 4
8o?ic f in a n c ia l a s s is ta r c e  granted under 1911 wot.After- fa i lu r e  o f Lord Leverhulmo*s schemes fo r  Lew is, Galaon farm was g r a n t t o  tho c r o fte r s  in 1925.C rofter fisherm en*s hold ings co n stitu ted  in N ess.
Presen t land settlem en t  "pattern
E x clu siv e ly  a c r o ft in g  area excep t fo r  two sm all farms.
lie doer fo r e s t s .  No woodlands.
V/est Butherlgjid 
1887-1913
Many b ig  en large- e n ts  wore made to  th e  gra.-ing la n d s  o f  nu: erou s tovraships*  o o ie  sm a ll farD s broken up ana aomc la r g e  furrxs reduced in s i z e  fo r  a d i  t  io n a l or c f  t  r^ r a * h o ld in g s .
1912 f
Few a p p lica tio n s  riade fo r  a ss is ta n c e  under 1911 Act.Important land settlem en t  schemes followed 1919 A ct, o sp o o ia lly  ii; Jurneso  p arish .
eutPresen t land s e t t l e  j^ t te m
C rofting tov/nships n a in ly  c o a s ta l.Large sheep farms (e s p e c ia lly  in D urness.)Sm aller grazin<^ ana n ixed  farms.Large deer f o r e s t s .Increasing acreage o f  woodland.
2 .  VALUATION
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T est Lewis
R en tals from a g r io u ltu r a l  land exceed those from non a g r ic u ltu r a l.Average ren t per hold ing£2 .T o tal r e n ta ls  £ 3 ,2 9 6 :1 6 :3 . T o tal ra tea b le  value  £ 1 ,2 7 7 :5 :3 .
T est Sutherland
R en tals from n o r-a g r icu l:  rtu ral land exceed th ose  from e igricu ltu ra l land.Average ren t per hold ing  ( a l l  hold ings) £ 2 1 :1 6 /- .T otal r e n ta ls  £12 ,986:13:10 .T otal ra tea b le  value  £ 7 ,9 8 2 :1 0 /- .
V II. UTILISATION
1 . AGRICULTURE
West Lewis
(a) General fea tu res
A ll a g r ic u ltu r a l land c la ssed  as h i l l  farmlz&g land (although  a t low a l t i t u d e ) .Marginal land .E n tire ly  su b sisten cetype o f farming but none are supported by a g r icu ltu re  a lon e.
A ll Government a s s is ta n c e  fo r  a g r icu ltu re  ava ilab le .S p ec ia l p rov ision s  fo r  m arginal land production  a v a i la b le .S p ec ia l a s s is ta n c e  schemes fo r  c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  a v a i la b le .
West Sutherland
(a) General fea tu res
/ i l l  a g r ic u ltu r a l land c la ssed  as h i l l  farming land.
Marginal land.Iiiainlj»* su b sisten ce  type o f  fa m in g  w ith  sa le  c f  sheep and c a t t le  o u ts id e  the area . Some are supported by a g r ic u ltu r e . /I l l  Government a s s is ta n c e  fo r  a g r icu ltu re  a v a ila b le  S p ec ia l p rov ision s  for  m arginal land production  a v a i la b le .S p ec ia l a ss is ta n c e  scheiaes a v a ila b le  fo r  c r o fte r s
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V/est Lev; i s
(b) C rofting
37 c r o ft in g  tow nships.average number hold ings  per township 38.Average number perso s per hold ing 5.TovTîships m ostly l in e a r .C ond itions f a i r l y  uniform  throughout the reg io n .Many open c r o f t s .Ho c r o ft  an économie u n it .Many co tta rs  on the c r o f t s .
Many sq ua tters on the  coDioii graz in g .Holdings a l l  very sm all.Limitée rough graz ing  land, much o f i t  o f  very poor q u a l ity .Much lend over grazed .Hur^bers o f  c a t t le  de:: d in in g  -  da iry  breccis
Vest Suther land
(b) C rofting
52 c r o ft in g  tov/nships. .vverage number hold ings  per tcr/mship 11.- voraco number persons per no id ing 5.Townships varied in shape. Much v a r ia tio n  w ith in  the  rog icn .Dew open c r o f ts .Fev/ c r o fts  econon ic u n its .  Many c r o fte r s  v;or-: more than one hold i: g .Lev; co t Cars, no sq u a tters .
i.olain^G ixostly  s n a i l .Lxtr; s lv e  rough grazinglan d s, w ith  some e x c e lle n t  suni er p a stu res.Much land under grazed.’ u htn-n or c a t t l e  inoi casing  beef breeds favoured.favoured.D uality o f  c a t t le  irapro\in£>Bone a t t e s t e d  c a t t l e .Numbers o f  sheep  ex: j.u"bers o f  sheep n o t:o e s s i v e . e x c e s s i v e .D u a lity  o f  sheep p oor. Q,ual5t.v n f sheep e x c e l l e n t .Management o f  sheep I nn: ger e n t  o f  sheep veryimproving. good./Arable crops fo r  home u se , /-rable crops fo r  home u se , much import a lso  necesaœy much import a lso  n ecessary .R estr icted  area o f  machair I«o true m acha ir la n d ,vfoll used. Improvement schem es pro:-ovnshlps.Bmall sc a le  experim ental work proceed ing.
(c) oheep farms
'i\ro sr * 11 sheep fan,is o n ly , m ainly Llackfaced  sheep, 30: e L e ic e s te r .
iiig in sore
(c) Bheop farms
\e v y  h i l l  sheep farms OJDurness i,lm estone. /MLso sm aller farms elsew here.L.Country Cheviot sheep kept. Grrising farms mainly: h i l l  graz ings worked in  h i r s e l s .  3elo  o f vretheT lambs and c a s t  ewes and wool main sources of cash income. liumerous improvement schemes proceed ing.
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2 . FORESTRY
Wost Lewis 
Hone.
iea t Sutherland
A fevi areas o f ivood land ./in Important recen ta ffo r e s ta t io n  scheme in  E d d ra ch illis  g iv in g  part time omplo^Taent to  crofters^
3 . SPORT
:7est Lewis
Hone
West Sutherland
Important in  a l l  three parish** e s p e c ia l ly  in Assynt and E d d r a c h illis .ir o v id e s  part tim e and f u l l  t  ime employment.
V III . FIoIlHC
West Lewis
Good f ish in g  grounds.Dargerous c o e s t .Ho good harbours.Greet d ec lin e  in  20th cen tury.I uch expend iture o f  public funds in the  pant to  a s s i s t  f is h in g .Mo pcu^ticipation in  3tornoi/ay f is h in g  now.Bmall sca le  w h ite f is h in g  fo r  dom estic use on ly .No com rercial f is h in g  excep t very few salmon end some lo b s te r s .
West Sutherland
Good f is h in g  grounds.Dangeïous c o e s t .Few good harbours.D ecline in 20th cen tury.
Expenditure by p rop rietors  only fo r  f is h in g  in d u stry .
Ko p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  E .coa st  f is h in g  now.Small sc a le  w h ite f is h in g  mainly fo r  dom estic u se .S u ccessfu l estab lishm en t o f  f is h in g  s ta t io n  L.Clash 1948, Salmon n e t t in g , G la o h to ll. Fart time lo b s te r  f is h in g  esp ec ia illy  Tarbet, S cou rie .
IX. OTJT.F: OCCUPATIONS
1 . MINING
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"est Leivls
Very lim ited  resouroes -  u o n v r o r k e c  today.
West Sutherland
Large reserv es  dolom itio  lim eston e, e ls o  fe ld sp a r f  ' M inerals not worked -is o la t io n  a grea t handicap.
2 . M.FTUFACTlJRIiiG
.e s t  Lev.'is
Harris ';?aeed industry  very important source  of i  icorie. C rofters -  v;3;iVGrs only men e. ployed •.Hiluable part-rtime employ: oat fo r  c r o f te r s .Iso  employs c o tte r s  a n d  t i e r s ,  
l i  d u 3 t r y  n o w  d e p r e s s e d .
■Vest Sutherland
I,one
3 . TOURIST
"est Lewis
.rone .Few to u r is t  a t t r a c t i o n s .
■  a Lade
./est Sutherland
Small and expanding.
V a l u a b l e  s o u r c e  o f revenue to  t h e  region .. andicup^ied by is o la t io n  
a n d  poor tran sp ort.
X . rOPUl&ATION
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. 0 3  0  L e v ; I S
T o ta l p o p u la t io n  6 ,0 7 0 .*. o p u la t io n  d e n s ity  3 7 .5  per s q .m ile .  M opuletion e x c lu s iv e ly  r u r a l .: eriso r u r a l p o p u la t io n .J o n g o stio n  on tlio  c r o f t  :ng  land t i c  r a in  p o p u la tio n  
pr" blein. o p u l^ tio n  b eg in n in g  to  d e c l in o .. opul v tlo n  now age in g
ce.iL b o  c o r i n g  unbalanced. 
M u c h  c :  i _ , r a t i o n  a f t e r  
i r : * t  / o r I d  ' . A i r .
. o r .  . a n e n t  em igration has r-ov; d ec lin ed .J 0: nor- ry  rrifgr a t ion  fo r  e: •ploD*ment cor t  in u e s .o nu-bera o f  o h ild r a r  in  c r o f t in g  tcrnnah ipo.
I i r t h r . i t e  h i g h .- ir th s  exceed d e a th s .
. ■ e s t  B u th e rland
Total popula tion 8 ,176 . z^opulation d en s ity  3 .3  x>er sq .m ile .Population almost exclu ::e lv e ly  ru ra l, very sparse ru ra l population  Continuous ru ra l depopula: ;t io n  the main population  problem, j.epopulation fa r  acvanced.
30x>ulution has aged and beooi e luib alanced .L i t t l e  em igration a f te r  F irn t World War.L i t t l e  permanent em igration now.Temperaiy m igration for  em il02,aient c o nt in u es .Very few ch ild ren  indeed 33i?0c;lally in c r o ft in g  tov/nships.B irth ra te  very low. oaths u su a lly  exceed  b ir th s .
A
f p .
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X I. S C C Ü  a-‘SOGP..'.''hY
1 . ’ERAI oPOi-'T
.e s t
. o r^ llv / re  .li". Lcv;io.
r  ../iSport from  ito n io w a y . rwOu bas s e r v ic e s -
Urnsy a c c e s s  to  c tovm  (StoriiO’.Tay) •■ r, mm ro u tes*; -Oad s b o ïa m il' proved .
- /e a t  o iit herla iid
i .a i l i c a i  : t  L a irg  (45  m ile s  r  In jj'iun d 1 s t  ejio e j .tr iiicp o rt fron  JL.alrg.
M ail 'DUS s e r v ic e  o n ly  (on ce  r a l l y ) .Froicb'it r  t e s  e x c e s s iv e .Te t5%-ni -.'ith in  d a i l y  r e a ch .
1,0 t '  rough r o u te s .  r.OvHs b e in g  im proved.
,ev. -u
2 . PÜ13LIC IX  -LTM
.c a t  Ju ta er la n d
a.ml..V; vary  ‘bar .7 a ry  11; .c"- aouscr-.Bo*. :e i .  provem ent s in c e  l^HC. .F..O rocT: e i  houses eva-rage. - ;’ 0 ovuTcr cr,vd ir .g .
M'-'-saa.; g ca o ra lly  good ,
i . o  b l a e b  h o u se s .Much improverent s in c e  1 :30s
yo r roomed h ou ses a v era g e .
17o o*v e r c i  o v .d li-g •Laci. o f  piped Whiter supply# Lac.' c f  p iped w c ter  su p p ly .i l e b l e .  ^ a tc le  Icüia f o r  housiur* s i t e s .
ava lia iiî;" ;; lÎSïJ'.'"’
7 V- 0  h tu b e r c u le s  i s .
E le c t r ic i t y  n o t a v a i la b le ,  iiou si s i t e s  len.c d i f f i c u l t .
M ed ical p r o v is io n  ade^^uate b ut luuoh hand icapped by i s o l a t i o n  ar.d lac7r o f  trace s p o r t ,  he 3 p i t a in  nnd ep o c i^ a lis t  a d v ic e  on e a s t  c o a s t  only#  L i t t l e  tu b e r c u lo s is *
tSv i-./* V .
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3# EDUCATION
/e s t  Lewis
Large sch o o ls  throughout the reg io n .
verage number o f p u p ilsper sch ool 1 C6 - .Secondary and te c h n ic a l  sch oo ls in Btornoway.
9 6 / 0  population speak G aelic and English#
West Sutherland
Small sch oo ls  In v i l la g e smost ch ild ren  must be transported large  d is ta n c e s  d a i ly .Average number o f p u p ils  per sch oo l 15./ i l l  sen ior  secondary and te c h n ic a l sch o o ls  on East co a st o n ly .75^ population speak G aelic and English#
4 . RELIGION
West Lewis
S t r ic t  ^hinday observance.Free Church la r g e s t  congrega tion.Churo’ o f Scotland w e ll  rep resen ted .Small Free P resbyterian  congrega tion.Resident C .of S. and Freelurch m in is ter s .
lo  E p iscopal congrega tion. ÎO '.G .co n g reg a tio n .
Vest Sutherland
S t r ic t  Sunday observance. Church o f Scotland  la r g e s t  congrega tion.Free Church w e ll  represented^
Small Free P resbyterian  congrega tion, resid en t C .of S .m in isters#  v is i t in g  Free Church m in is te r s ,  v is i t in g  Free Pres.m in ister*^  No E p iscopal congrega tion.No R .C .congrega tion.
5 . 30CIAL
A-e s t  Lewis
Organised a c t iv i t i e s  for  young people m a inly.Very fow a c t iv i t i e s  fo r  married women.B oc ial a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Stornoway a c c e s s ib le .G aelic mods w e ll a ttended .N a tional org a n isa tio n s  o f l e s s  in te r e s t  than  lo c a l  ones.
West Sutherland
Organised a c t iv i t i e s  fo r  a l l  p eop le .Usual ru ra l a c t i v i t i e s  for  a l l  women.No t07m w ith in  access  fo r  s o c ia l  l i f e .G aelic mods w e ll  a ttended .N a tional o rg a n isa tio n s  w e ll  • represen ted and patron ised#
'à
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X IU . AIJyULYSia OF TbJS HVlDBiiCB
Marked oon trestg  in th e population oond itiono o f  
Le^ i^s an? > s t  SMtherlurS were apparent as long ago se  
th e s ix te e n th  century* In the d e sc r ip tio n  o f  Sutherland72
1rs Card en *3 B r lta n r ia . 1566, im read th a t  **the m isery o f  the  
inhab itfm ts a r is in g  fro r  t o  s e v e r ity  o f the s o i l  prompts 
tbez3 to  frequen t «migration*^ 1 eon IDonro, however, In h isSO account o f  1er f is  ^fritter» in 1594, d e scr ib es  th e Island as  
•fa ir e  and w e ll  in h ab ité  at> t  e c o s t e ,  ane f e r t i l e  and 
f r u it  f u l l  cow^trey * •• i ror th ese  accounts i t  i s  ev id en t tim t
the sp a r s ity  o f popula tion in  Butncrland was c lo s e ly  re la te d  
to  the p h y sica l eav ironren t b u t, although Lewi© i s  s t i l l  
"w ell in h ab ité  e:t t  coste"  i t  could no longer be described  
us •’f e r t i l e  rrt? f r u l t f u l l" .  Even today, I t  la  
e a s ie r  to  acooui t  fo r  th e v e ry  sparse population o f  Vt'est 
Butherlui^d, than i t  m to  exp la in  the congestion  on th e land 
Yhiio! p e r s is ta  ir- e s t  i#ev»ise
I .
Mho oontruota th a t  havo al\';c;ys e x is te d  between th ese  
two reg ion s  are nm erou s : t;:e lr  popula tion d e n s i t ie s  and 
d is tr ib u t io n s  h a v e  never b e e n  a l ik e ,  t a o i r  s e t t le m n t  
p&/tter% o have ulwuyo vu rlec  ure ouch has been in flu en ced  by 
Varying geograp h ica l, h i s t o r ic a l ,  eoonw tic ana human fa c to rs*  
A general comparison o f  tJ^ .e popula tion oon d ition s o f  
th e  tvTo reg ion s shoiv th&i. th e  s iza lle i Island area has ruoh
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the grea ter  t o t a l  p op u la tion , anc a lso  tiie  grea ter population  
den sity*  The f ig u r e  fo r  the la t t e r ,  i . e .  37*5 per sq .m ile ,  
does not in i t s e l f  suggest a con d ition  o f co n g estio n . This 
f ig u r e , however, rep resen ts  the average d en s ity  fo r  Vest 
Lewis and i t  does not r e f l e c t  th e fa c t  th a t the popula tion  
i s  e x c lu s iv e ly  r u r a l, th a t i t  p r a c t is e s  the most p r im itiv e  
type o f su b sisten ce  a g r icu ltu re  in  B r ita in , and th a t i t  i s  
concen trated in to  la rg e  tovniships o f very sm all h o ld in g s , 
which form a crowded, and e x c lu s iv e ly  peasan t, community*
West Lev/is holds a much g rea ter  population than could be 
supported by even t he most in te n s iv e  e x p lo ita t io n  o f  i t s  
meagre na tural resouroes: th a t i s ,  i t  i s  on over-populated
or congested area .
In West Sutherland, on the other hand, the t o t a l  
popula tion i s  only one th ird  o f  th a t  fo r  West Leivls w h ile  
the population d e n s ity , (which i s  the low est in S c o t la n d ). 
i s  on ly  one ten th  o f th a t  fo r  the islan d  reg io n . This 
d e n s ity  o f pop u la tion , i . e . 3 . 3 per sq .m ile  ^ a lth o ugh unduly  
low today, bears a d ir e c t  r e la t io n sh ip  to  th e n a tu ral 
resou rces o f  th e reg io n , in  s p ite  o f  the fa c t  th a t  i t s  
p resen t d is tr ib u t io n  (exclud ing the un inhab itable m ountains 
and moorlands) was determined as lauch by h is t o r ic a l  fa c to r s  
as by i t s  p h y sica l geography. Moreover, the fa c t  th a t th e  
economy o f West Sutherland i s  both corm ercial and d om estic , 
su ggests th a t i t  has a tta in ed  a more advanced le v e l  of  
economic development than West Lew is. Th is i s  r e f le c te d  in
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i t s  more varied  se ttlem en t p a ttern and i n the higher degree  
o f  s p e c ia l is a t io n  in the fu n c tion s  o f i t s  sm all oom nun itles.
A. PHYSICAL m y jR c m m r
I I .
Except fo r  the fundamental d if fe r e n c e  th a t  Lewis i s  
an islan d  and Sutherland i s  on the mainland, th e ir  geogra: 
rphical lo c a t io n s  are meo^kedly s im ila r . Although they  
d i f f e r  g r e a t ly  in area , both are w ith in  approxim ately the  
same la t i tu d e s  and both have north w este r ly  exposures.
In a c c e s s ib i l i t y ,  Lewis undoubtedly and u n expectedly , 
has the advantage today fo r  good a ir  s e r v ic e s  g iv e  rap id  
tran sport f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  passengers and m a ils to  Stornoway 
and the in e v ita b le  a lte r n a t iv e , by se a , though slow , i s  
id e a l fo r  tran sp ortin g a l l  bulky commodities and i t  i s  
in f in i t e ly  cheaper than long haulage by r a i l  and/or by road* 
west Lew is, to o , has tho grea t advantage o f  easy a ccess  to  
Stornoway which i s  on ly  10 m iles  from Barvas and i s  e a s i ly  
reached by bus from a l l  the toxmships o f  West Lew is. T h is , 
however, i s  a development o f  reden t tim es and th ere  can be 
no doubt th a t the com plete is o la t io n  o f the is lan d  in  the
><past led to  the breed ing o f a d i s t i nc t iv e  and s e l f  supporting  
isleind race which developed an extrem ely strong attachment 
to  i t s  home lan d . Indeed, t h is  f e e l in g  was always so  
strong th a t , although i t  n e c e ss ita te d  the su b d iv is io n  o f  
th e ir  lands and th e acceptance o f lor/ l iv in g  standards as
A
181
th e  population in crea sed , n ev er th e less  th e  people o f  Lewie 
preferred to  remain a t home ra th er than to  em igra te.
Vest Sutherland, the rem otest part o f  the mainland o f  
S co tland , i s  s t i l l  markedly pen insu lar in  character and, 
i f  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  i s  measured in  time and i f  tran sport o f  good# 
i s  considered in  terms o f  fr e ig h t  r a t e s ,  then Sutherland i s  
a t  a ser io u s  d isadvan tage when compared w ith  Lew is. 
N everth eless w ith  the presen t sparse p op u la tion , the grea t  
d is ta n ce  from a town, and the d i f f i c u l t  t e r r a in , i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  to  see  how a ir  t r a v e l could be provided or how road 
tran sport f a c i l i t i e s  could be much improved. however,
L a irg , the r a i lh e a d , could be developed as a town o f  reason; 
ja b le  s iz e  and made the focu s fo r  th e coun ty , t h i s  would be 
o f  enormous benef i t  to  the whole o f  the north and w e s t .
I t  xvould mean a to?m was w ith in  d a i ly  a ccess  o f  each v i l la g e  
and t h is  might be an e f f e c t iv e  check to  ru ra l depopulation*
Before the "Forty Five" few stran gers v i s i t e d  West 
Sutherland but the c h ie f ta in s  and many o f  th e clansmen o fte n  
went away from home although th ere were no roads or bridges  
in  the region  i t s e l f  u n t i l  the n ine teen th  cen tury. Thus, 
in  s p it e  o f in a c c e s s ib i l i t y ,  there has been some con tac t w ith  
the r e s t  o f Scotland fo r  a long tim e, and from th e tim e th a t  
sheep were introduced in to  the county a t  th e beginn ing o f  
the n in e teen th  cen tu ry , the e f f e c t  o f  o u tsid e  in flu en ce s  has 
been to  improve the gen era l con d ition  o f  a g r icu ltu re  and 
e s p e c ia l ly  o f the management o f  s to c k .
■uia.
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Thus the In su la r ity  o f Lewis seems to  have been a 
d e terren t to  progress but th e a c c e s s ib i l i t y  o f BtornoxTay 
today h elp s to  prevent a larq;e sc a le  m igration away from the 
ru ra l a rea s . The p en in su la r ity  o f  Sutherland, on the other 
hand, has not excluded the u ltlr ia te  a r r iv a l o f o u tsid e  
In flu en ces but the extreme is o la t io n  today i s  a d ir e c t  cause 
o f  the cortlnuous depopulation*- '  ^ m ■ I immm , # , i ■ i I n «, , *   mm# -  i n
I I I .
An exam ination o f the p h ysica l environment su ggest a 
th a t n e ith er  region ivould be expected to  support a  high  
densi t y  o f p opu la tion . A lso , on account o f  th e ir  respective  
p o s it io n s  and reso u rces , i t  i s  more than probable th a t t a e ^  
permanent popula tions w i l l  always be predom inantly r u r a l.
Ii Lew is, c lim a te  and g e o lo g ic a l form ations are  
in im ica l to  good a g r icu ltu re; the co a st i s  in h o sp ita b le , 
sh e lte r  i s  la ck in g , and i t  i s  su rp risin g  th e r e fo r e , to  fin d  
t' i s  dense ru ra l popula tion when the only  favourable fa c to r  
i s  r e l i e f .  In Vest Sutherland, th e rugged r e l i e f  and the  
mountainous ir te r lo r  render a large proportion o f the reg ion  
u n in h ab itab le . I evertl e le n a , in s p it e  o f  the grea t lim i;
% ta t  ion s imposod by the p i.y s ica l environment, there are 
CO’sldar^sble stretoJ es  o f  good a g r ic u ltu r a l land and a lso  
reserv es  c f  m inerals, both being a sso c ia ted  v/ith the Durness 
Limestone forma io n s . Cn geograph ical grounds, th ere fo re , 
ti e fu rth  r e x p lo ita t io n  o f ahe varied resou rces o f  t h is
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reg ion  i s  q u ite  p o ss ib le  and i t  should be p o ss ib le  fo r  a 
g rea ter  d en s ity  o f  popula tion to  be maintained*
Thus a copparison o f  the p h y sica l environments o f  
the a rea s , bearing in  vilnû th e ir  d if fe r e n c e s  in  a rea , 
su g g ests  th a t West Lewis holds too grea t a popula tion wherea^ 
th e  population o f Vest Sutherland i s  nuoh too smal l .
B. I1I3TQRICAL SURVEY
I ? .
U n t il the end o f  the e igh teen th  cen tury both reg ion s  
were extrem ely iso la te d  and in a c c e ss ib le  and the standard 
o f l iv in g  o f th e ir  people was very low . The econom ies o f  
the two areas d i f fe r e d , however, fo r  in Lewis th e people  
were dependent upon su b sisten ce  a g r ic u ltu r e , f is h in g  and 
in d u s tr ia l work but in  Sutherland the scan ty  popula tion was 
e n t ir e ly  dependent upon a g r icu ltu re  or fish in g *  Ik>reover, 
the a g r ic u ltu r a l p u rsu its  in  Sutherland included some 
commercial as w e ll  as su b sisten ce  a g r icu ltu re  but good 
a g r ic u ltu r a l land was very lim ited  in  exten t* A lso , the  
mountainous in te r io r  had already been under deer fo r e s t  fo r  
many cen tu ries*  Thus even before the Clearances the  
s e t t 1eren t pa ttern s and econom ies o f  th ese  two areas were 
markedly d i f f e r e n t *
In the f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the n in e teen th  cen tury  
rev o lu tio n a ry  changes were brought about in Sutherland by 
the C learances* Great sheep farms were e sta b lish ed  on al l
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the b est lands e s p e c ia l ly  on the Durness L im estone, and the  
sm all ten an ts x*/ere removed to  the co a s ts  where th e ir  new 
hold ings were so sm all th a t th e ir  a g r ic u ltu r a l a c t i v i t i e s  
were r e s tr ic te d  to  su b sisten ce  fEirming# A ll the ooiamerci^  
a g r icu ltu re  o f the reg ion  passed in to  the hands o f  the large  
sheep f armers. By th e middle o f the cen tury the Clearances 
were p r a c t ic a lly  corp iet e , the gap between the co n d itio n s  o f  
the farmers and the c r o f te r s  widened s te a d i ly  and some o f  the  
la t t e r  v/ere forced to  em igra te. Thus i t  was the Sutherland  
Clearances which caused the beginn ings o f  ru ra l depopula tion  
in th a t coun ty .
C ond itions in Lewis during ti e f i r s t  h a lf  o f  the  
n in e teen th  century were very d i f fe r e n t  from those in  
Sutherland. T ie major d if fe r e n c e  v/as the absence o f  any 
Clearances in West Lew is, thus no new sheep farms were 
e s ta b lish e d , and no r e d is tr ib u tio n  o f  the popula tion took  
p la ce . In 1611 Lewis was described as "incomparably the28 most backward in a g r icu ltu re  and in th e general s t a t e  o f  th e  
in h ab itan ts o f a l l  tho Western I s le s ."  (l^ odon ald )# These 
con d ition s d id not improve as t e  cen tury progressed y e t  th e  
population continued to  in crease  in s p it e  o f the d e c l in e  in  
the kelp  industry in th e 1820s, o f the pota to  fam ine in  the  
1840s and o f the lack o f any com m ercialised a g r ic u ltu r e .
Th is increased populat io n  was only m aintained by subd iv id ing  
e x is t in g  hold ings and by sq u a ttin g on the graz ing lan d .
32 In the 1840s the parish  m in is ters  s tr e sse d  th a t the land
33
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alone could not p o ss ib ly  support the population which I t  h e ld . 
W ithin th e next few decades. S ir  James Matheson spen t over  
£300,000 in attem pting to  improve the con d ition s  o f  th e  
people a t home and in a s s i s t in g  them to  em igra te. 
U nfortuna tely , he rece ived  l i t t l e  response and in s p it e  o f  
t h is  v a st expend iture very l i t t l e  progress or improvement 
resu lted  a t home, and very few Lewis men were w il l in g  to23 em igrate or to  s e ek work elsew here . In 1651 i t  was sta ted  
th a t the Lewis people had taken advantage o f  the g en e r o s ity  
o f the p rop rietor and th a t the d is tr ib u t io n  o f ch a r ity  had 
dem oralised them. Em igration was advocated as the so lu tio n  
to  the problem, but i t  d id not take pla c e . In stea d , the  
i l l e g a l  su b d iv is io n  o f  h old ings con tinued , a g r ic u ltu r a l 
p r a c t ic e s  did not improve, and n e ith er  f is h in g  nor in d u str ia l  
work could keep pace w ith  the rapid in crea se  in p op u la tion .
From t he mid d le  o f th e century onwards the co n tra sts  
b etween the two reg ion s became more and more accen tua ted.
The Duke o f Sutherland, l ik e  h is  coun terpart in Lex/is, had 
expended v a s t  sums o f money or h is  lands but in West Suther: 
:lan d , excep t fo r  g iv in g  d ir e c t  a s s is ta n c e  fo r  em igra tion , 
t h is  expend iture d id l i t t l e  to  help  th e c r o f te r s .  B j 1870 
8 d e c l ine in popula tion had s e t  in in  West Sutherland and 
many c r o fte r s  had a lread y em igrated. By t h is  tim e to o , the  
sheep farms had begun to  d ec lin e  in  p ro sp er ity  and although  
the c r o fte r s  asked fo r  some o f  th ese  lands to  enlarge th e ir  
own h old ings th e ir  req u ests  were refused and in stead  the
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e s ta te  e s ta b lish ed  fu rth er  deer fo r e s t s .  Thus the poverty  
and d i s t r e s s  in tht. o ro ftin g  townships continued y e t  in  
s p ite  o f th ese  d i f f i c u l t i e s  some improvements in  a g r ic u ltu r a l  
p ra c t ic e s  v/ere no ted, le sso n s  learned from the Border sheep  
farmers who had come in to  the county. In Lew is, as the  
n in eteen th  century p rogressed , so the population problems 
increased fo r  the m ajority  o f  the in h ab itan ts  preferred to  
remain wi th in  th e ir ovm islan d  in stead  o f em igrat in g  o t  
seek ing employment e lsew h ere# Thus land con gestion  became 
a c r i t i c a l  is su e  and v/hen fu rth er en q u ir ies  were commenced 
in  1872, i t  was s ta ted  once more th a t tSere had been much 
h igh ly  unde s ira b le  su b d iv is io n  o f the c r o fte r s*  h o ld ings  
which were a lready t oo sm a ll.
Thus when the Napier Commissioners made th e ir  
enqu ir ie s  in 1863 they found th a t the c r o f t e r s ’ hold ings  
in both th ese  reg ion s were much too sm a ll. They a lso  found 
o ther problems and grievan ces common to  both area s  but th e ir  
r e sp e c tiv e  propo r tio n s  and th e i r  re sp e c tiv e  causes were 
e n t ir e ly  d i f fe r e n t .  By 1885 the Sutherland c r o f te r s ,  who 
had su ffered  much on account o f the C learances, were fin d in g  
i t  im possib le to  ob ta in  a l iv in g  and they were in s is t e n t  in  
th e ir  cla im s fo r  more and be t t e r  lan d . The Commissioners 
agreed tha t too  much land, s u ita b le  fo r  c r o fte r  occupation  
was, at th a t tim e, under sheep farm or deer f o r e s t . They 
a ls o s tressed  the problems o f  remoteness and s p a r s ity  o f  
popula tion  i n t h is  r e g io n . In West Lew is, however, the
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Conrnlssioners found a nuch more d i f f i c u l t  s i tu a t io n .
The is la n d , a t th a t t im e , was "seeth ing in  a chron ic s ta t e24 o f  d isc o n te n t” . But Vest Lewis had experienoed no 
Clearances and as the popula tion in the townships continued  
to  in crease the people had to  depend p ro g ress iv e ly  more and 
more on f is h in g  and on in d u stry . i^evertheless they were 
adamant in  th e ir  r e fu sa l to  leave th e ir  ru ra l homesteads 
and consequen tly  the problems o f con gestion  on the c r o f t s , 
o f  la n d le ss  c o tta r s  and o f sq u a tters became in cr ea s in g ly  
a cu te . There can be no doubt tha t most o f  the problems 
O f the Lewis c r o fte r s  were o f th e ir  own making as th ey  had 
c o n s is te n t ly  subd ivided th e ir  hold ings in  d efian ce o f  
e s ta te  r e g u la t io n s . Nowhere e ls e  in  the Highlands and 
Island s had the d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  the c r o fte r s  becor.e so  
acute and nowhere e ls e  d id they appear as in so lu b le  as here.
V.
The problem o f a l l  tixe c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  rece ived  
vary ca re fu l con sid era tion  a f te r  the p assin g o f  the C rofters*  
Act in 1866# V/hen the C rofters* Commission f ix ed  f a i r  ren ts  
fo r  a l l  the c r o ft in g  townships o f West Lewis and V/est47 Sutherland between 1887 and 1890, b ig  red u ction s were made 
in  Lewis and a large proportion o f the arrears were 
ca n c e lle d . Th is a c tio n  r e f le c te d  the very low v a lu a tio n  
o f  the Lewis hold ings and the grea t poverty o f the people  
s in ce  th e ir  lands were already th e loivest rented in  Scotland
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and th e ir  ren ts  had not been increased fo r  many years#
In West Sutherland, on the other hand, where ren ts  had been 
increased w ith in  the la s t  few decades, the o v e r a ll reduction s  
in ren t were much le s s  than for  Lewis and there were fev/er 
arrears# Thus the a lte r a t io n s  which were rade in ren ts  
there served to  equate the ren ts  aga in st land v a lu es and 
a lso  to  adjust ren ts  where recen t in crea ses had been made.
In 1892 the Deer Forest Commissioners showed th a t  
w ith resp ect to  deer fo r e s t  land, bot] reg ion s were somewhat54 e x cep tio n a l. //est Sutherland had much more land under deer  
fo r e s t  than most c r o ft in g  ar e a s , whereas .Yest Lev/ i s  had much 
l e s s .  jience, the Commis s ioners were able to  make construe % 
: t i v e s u ggestion s fo r  enlarg in g  and improving the West 
Sutherland hold ings and graz ing lands but fo r  West Lewis 
the con gestion  on the c r o f ts  was already so acute th a t there  
was v ir tu a l ly  no land tha t  th ey could schedule fo r cro f t e r s * 
u se . The Commissioners emphasised th a t Lewis required  
separa te and e n t ir e ly  d if fe r e n t  treatm ent from any where e l s e  
owing to  the sm allness and su b d iv is ion  o f the h o ld in g s , to  
congestion on the c r o f t s  and to  the poverty o f the people# 
Ihey were n o t , however, able to  suggest a f e a s ib le  so lu t io n ,  
other t  an em igration and the Increase o f in d u s tr ia l work. 
Both th ese  had been advocated many tim es before but w ith  
very l i t t l e  resp on se .
The unique circum stances o f  hewis led to  a remarkable 
number o f sp e c ia l in v e s t ig a t io n s  fo r  the islan d  being made
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«%between I 8 8 0  and 1906# A ll o f  th ese  emphasised once loore 
th a t a despera te s itu a t io n  had developed w ith in  the rural 
townships owing to  causes whlcb had been mentioned many t in e s  
before and to  the accompanying poverty o f the people* I t  \ms55 pointed out in the rbraser Report (1888) th a t the reduction ^  
population th a t Jsad been advoceted^ln 1651 had never taken  
place and the " l i s t l e s s  apathy" referred  to  t  ere was 
a t t r ib u ted to  "the bane fu l e f f e c t  o f su b sisten ce  on 
e le e mosynary a id ” (from the p ro p rie to r) .  The Medical O ff icer  
in Lewis a t t r ib uted the d i s t r e s s  in the townships to  over­
p op u la tion . a con d ition  which had a r isen  mainly because o f  
the in s is te n c e  of the Lev/is people to  remain w ith in  th e ir  ovm 
island# The Brand Report o f  1902 emphasised th a t Lewis .ad 
the most p ressin g  problems to  be found in a l l  the c r o ft in g  
d i s t r i c t s  and th a t  i t  was undoubtedly the most baclr.'/ai’d andt)o p rim itive  area in S co tlan d . .^ a in  in 1903, when the Lewis 
Local Committee was asked fo r  s p e c if ic  inform ation and 
su g g e stio n s , i t s  recommendations were queried by the Secretury 
of S ta te  fo r  Scotland because the people o f  Lewis had 
c o n s is te n t ly  refused to  a v a il  them selves o f  f a c i l i t i e s  o ffered  
to  them in the past .  S im ilar observa tion s were made concerning 
housing and ra t in g  when th ese problems were in v e s tig a ted  in5859 1905 and 1906 r e s p e c t iv e ly . Thus a l l  th ese  en q u ir ies  shov/ed
th a t over-popu la tion  was undoubtedly the cause o f  the poverty  
and d i s t r e s s  found throughout the West Lewis tovm ships a t the  
beginn ing o f  the tw en tie th  cen tury and i t  i s  eq u a lly  cer ta in
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that, tl-.ls  GO'.rlltlon n f c o n g e s t io n  v/as o f  th o  c r o f te r s *  
own riaking.
S in ce  lep o  a l s o ,  mucli f in a n c ia l  xnC p r a c t ic a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  has been g iv en  fo r  inprover.en ts o f  a l l  k in d s  f o r  
th e  c r o f t in g  d i s t r i c t s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  h i  co n n ec t io n  v/ith  h ou sin g  
-'I d v i t !  a ,^ ricu ltu re#  Im rnxvoren ts i:^  b oth  th e s e  d i r e c t io n s ,  
how ever, have been er .s ie r  t o  implement in 3utherla.nd t h ^  
in  L^ "‘"is__as th e r e  ' as boon r o r c  av a i la b le  f or
n g r ic u ltu r a l  c e v e lo p w e r ts  art th e  c r o f t e r s  have us u a l ly  
been in  a b e t t e r  pos i t  i on f i n / i n c i a l l y to  under ta k e  
o b l i g a t l f r s  fo r  lo a n s  f o r  b u ild in g  purpo s e s # For th e s e  
and o th er  re a so n s  th e r e  have c e r t a in ly  been  more improve % 
üiien ts o f  a l l  k in d s in  Sutherland  s in c e  1886 th m  th e r e  
have l.e en in  Lew is •
17 i t  b in  th e  l a s t  dec a ie  t i e  s p e c ia l  c a se  o f  Lew is has 
once more has been brought to  t i  e n o t ic e  o f  t i e  p u b lic#
T h is  t i r  e th e  in stru m en t o f  p u b l ic i t y  i s  th e  Lev/is 
L seocia tion# The r e p o r ts  o f  t h i s  a s s o c ia t io n  shoA^  t h a t ,00 in  s p i t e  o f  th e  re d u ctio n  iiL p o p u la t io n  w h ich  has noiv begun, 
and o f  th e  in c r e a s in g  im portance o f  n o n -a g r ic u ltu r a l  work, 
th e r e  are s t i l l  more p eop le  in  th e  Lew is tow n sh ip s than th e 
is la n d * s  r e so u r c e s  can su p p o rt. -xt a r e c e n t  co n feren ce  in  
Storiiow y  (1 51) , t - e  econom ic p l ig h t  o f  th o  is la n d  was 
ciacuG sed once rioro cnid s p e c ia l  p r o v is io n s  wore a^;ain 
r equested  to  in c  e a se  t ' o  vro ;e earn in g  pov/ers o f  th e  c r o f t e r s -  
I t  was n o t adm itted by th e  i s la n d e r s ,  how ever, th a t  th e r e
1 9 1
j r e t o o  many c r o f t s  and t:. t  s u b s i s t enoe a g r ic u l t u r e , which 
g iv e s  a poor re tu rn  fo r  0 la r g e  ex p en d itu re  o f  la b o u r , 
cannot su pp ort tjie  p r e se n t  p o p u la tio n  a t  a rea so n a b ly  h igh  
3 t  ■ >ndard o f  l i v in g  Qven w ith  pax t t i m e  in d u s t r ia l  work to  
provide a cash  lnco?iie. The fa c o  th a t  t'-e  c o r d l t io r s  in  
Le-ris • .wq un i que _has a ls o  a lrea d y  been n o ted by th e  Commissioa 
on C ro ftin g  w h ich was s e t  up in  1951 .
There were no s p e c ia l  OTiiU'.rîer. fo r  S utherland  a t  
f  n ' e g in  'iing o f  th e  p r e se n t  cen tury  and th e r e  i s  no 
a s s o c ia t io n  th e r e  coL iparable t o  th e  how ls A s s o c ia t io n ,  
l iov/e ' /e r ,  in  th o  l i l l l e a r y  R eport o f  1933 , a t  red en t  
c o n fe r e n c e s  o f  County PI ginning a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a t  m eetin g s  o f  
th e  h igh land  P an el and in  th e f in d in g s  o f  th e  T o st H ighland  
iu ium y, i t  has been shown th a t  T e s t  S utherland  h a s  s u ffe r e d  
more r u r a l d ep o p u la tio n  than any o th e r  r e g io n  in  th e  
TIighlw id s . I t s  p rob lem s, hov/ever, b e in g  s im ila r  to  th o s e  
o f  o t ' er  p a r ts  o f  h e  h ig : la n d s ,  are more r e a d i l y  understood  
o u ts id e  t '  o r e g io n  t-um are trie s tra n g e  cone.ith  us w hich  
e x i s t  i n  h o w ls .
C. ECONOMIC SOCBiL SURVEY
V I I .
-\s th e  c o n t r a s t s  in  th e  s e t t l e :  e n t  p a t te r n s  o f  th e s e  
r e g io n s  are p a r t ly  due to  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  th e  p n y s ic a l  
en v iro n n en t (n o ta b ly  to  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  r e l i e f  and to  th e  
p resen ce  o f  t ’ c Durness L im estone fo rm a tio n s  in  S u th erlan d )
192
th e  g e n e r a l p a t te r n s  in both r e g io n s  a ie  s i j c l la r  to  what 
th e y  were in  1 8 8 6 . T e st  Sutherland r e ta in s  i t s  c r o f t in g  
a r e a s ,  i t s  sheep  far in s , i t s  d eer  f o r e s t s ,  i t s  sm a ll area s  o f  
woodland and i t s  t in y  v i l l a g e r ,  but T est Lew is i s  s t i l l  
e x c lu s iv e ly  a c r o f t in g  a r e a , w ith  no sheep  farm s, no d eer  
f o r e s t s  and no n o n -a g r ic u ltu r a l  la n d . S in ce  1886. h w /ev er . 
th e r e  hp.ve^beon some changes in  la n d ement in  West
S u th e r land but p r a c t i c a l ly  none in  T est L ew is*
Tlie en largem en ts  gran ted  by th e  C ro fter s*  Comm ission47 ill S utherland  and th e  new h o ld in g s  v/hich were e s ta b l i s h e d  
t h e r e , e^rcatly r e l ie v e d  th e  len d  q u e s tio n  in  th e  tow n sh ip s  
b ut th e  p r o s p e r ity  o f  a g r ic u ltu r e  was s t i l l  s e r io u s ly  
hand 1 capped by i s o l a t i o n  and by i n a c c e s s ib i l i t y *  Tlie Land 
S e t t le n e n t  Act o f  1919 enabled  fu r th e r  lan d s  fr o n  th e  sheep  
farm s in  D urness p a r ish  to  be made a v a i la b le  f o r  sm a ll h o ld ers#  
IJeverth eleG s, in  s p i t e  o f  th e s e  o o n ce ss io r .s  and im provem en ts, 
th e  po p u la t io n  has con tin u ed  to  d e c l in e  a s  th e r e  i s  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  omplo T^ en t  in  th e  r e g io n  t c  pr o v id e  th e  n e c e ssa r y  
cash income req u ired  to  s u s ta in  a d ecen t  standard o f  l i v in g  
today*
In T est Lew is an e n t i r e ly  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s *24 In 1 8 8 e , th e N ap ier C o m is s io n e r s  sa id  (and in  1892 th e  Deer54
F o r e s t  Com m issioners rep ea ted ) th a t  th e r e  cou ld  be no s o lu t io n  
to  th e problem o f  c o n g e s t io n  on th e  land Y/i th in  th e  r e g io n  
i t s e l f  as p r a c t i c a l ly  a l l  th e  land was a lrea d y  under c r o f t e r  
o c c u p â tio n * Thus th e r e  was no land a v a i la b le  fo r  c r o f te r s *
193
u se , except the sheep f e m  a t O alsor. Th is farm was 
u ltim a te ly  granted to  th e c r o fte r s  in 1923 when some o f  th e  
"skinned lend" was a lso  reclaim ed fo r  them in Ness#
Pîowever, the grea t pressure o f popula tion which e x is te d  on 
the land con tinued, y e t  i t  did not lead to  any d imin u tio n  
in  numbers u n t i l  a f te r  1921 when i t  became apparent to  
return ing ex -S erv ice  men th a t  there was no means o f  l i v e l i t  
2 hood fo r  them in the reg ion  end no o ther means o f  support#
As e r e s u lt  many sought work elsew here or were ob liged  to  
em igra te• Even so , th ere  remains a dense ru ra l popula tion  
l iv in g  under p r im itive  co n d itio n s  in the c r o ft in g  townships 
o f  T est Lev,'is# A ll are c la s s i f ie d  as a g r ic u ltu r a l su b je c ts ,
y e t none d er iv es  an adequate income from the land#
These Important co n tra sts  in the land use p a ttern s  
are r e f le c te d  in the r e sp e c tiv e  v a lu a tio n s  o f  the tv;o areas  
as 7;ell as in  th e ir  population cond ition s#  T est Lew is, 
on account o f i t s  low r e n ta l and i t s  r e la t iv e ly  dense 
population be ing e x c lu s iv e ly  r u r a l, has very meagre 
f in a n c ia l resou rces fo r  lo c a l works and maintenance# West 
Sutherland i s  a lso  very fa r  from w ealthy (on account o f  i t s  
very sparse population) in  s p ite  o f the high ra tea b le  va lu e  
o f  i t s  n o n -a g r icu ltu ra l land# When the tv/o areas are 
compared i t  i s  ev iden t th a t  Lewis i s  a much grea ter  burden 
on n a tio n a l funds than Sutherland as i t  co n tr ib u tes very  
l i t t l e  tov/ards the c o s t  o f  lo c a l expend iture and i t s  much 
denser popula tion i s  l e s s  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  f in a n c ia l ly #
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VII.
T>ie c o n tr a s t s  in land u t i l i s a t i o n  betw  en th e se  two 
r e g io n s  are clue to  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  t h e ir  p h y s ic a l  env iron:
:r e n t s  and in t h e ir  r e s p e c t iv e  s e t t l e n e n t  p a tte r n s#  West 
S u th er la n d , ^ ^ o rq fo rq ^ h a n  a v a r ied  p a tte r n  o f  land u se ,
^ _ t T est Lewi^ i s  e x c lu s iv e ly  a c r o ft ir ig  ar e a * In both, 
r e g io n s ,  how ever, a l l  a g r ic u ltu r e  i s  h o o v i ly  s u b s id is e d  and 
th e  maximur amount o f  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  a v a i la b le #  The 
s ig n i f i c a n c e  o f  c r o f t in g  in  th e s e  two a rea s  i s  very  d ifferen t^  
In S u th e r la n d . provided th e  c r o f t e r s  have s u f f i c i e n t  graz ing  
la n d , th ey  can d e r iv e  some in c ome from a g r ic u l t u r e # Thus 
many o f  them work more t 'a n  one h o ld in g  or th e y  r e n t  
a d d i t io n a l  g r a z in g  land# In L ew is , th e  c r o f t  i s  s im p ly  a 
home and in  ord er  to  r e t a in  a fo o th o ld  in  t h e ir  hom eland, th e  
Lew is c r o f t e r s  liave been d iv id in g  and su b d iv id in g  t h e ir  
h o ld in g s  ev er  s in c e  th e  c r o f t in g  system  was e s ta b l is h e d *
Thus, in  a d d it io n  to  th e  c r o f t e r s  thex’o are  numerous c o tta r s  
and s q u a t te r s  who g r e a t ly  aggrava te  th e  c o n g e s t io n  on th e  
land# In T est Lew is th e  tow n sh ips cxq much la r g e r  than  
th o se  o f  T o st S u th erlan d  and a lth ou gh  th e  in d iv id u a l  h old in g s  
are o f te n  S3$ a l l e r , th ey  have an average o f  5 p erson s  per  
h o ld in g  03 a g a in s t  3 ia  Sutherland# A nother c o n tr a s t  
betw een c r o f t in g  in  th e  two a rea s  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  in  West 
S utherland  th e  oorcmon g r a z in g s  are e x te n s iv e  and o f  good  
q u a l i t y  but in  T est Lew is t- .ey  are to o  s m a l l ,  o f  poor 
q u a l i t y  and o f t e n  overstocked *
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C rofting methods in Lewis remain p r im itiv e  in most 
townships and overstock ing o f  the common pastures i s  a 
frequen t p r a c t ic e . There have, however, been some 
improvements in the stock  in recen t years and some 
experim en tal work i s  nov/ be ing carried o u t. Eoonom ioally 
th ese  sm all s c a le  e n terp r ise s  are fai* from sound and 
undoubtedly more and b e t te r  a g r ic u ltu r a l produce could be 
obtained i f  groups o f c r o f ts  could be amalgamated in to  w e ll  
run modern farms# The d isp la c ed people would have to  
d isp erse  and some would have to  leave the island# As 
long as the e x is t in g  le g i s la t io n  fo r  the c r o ft in g  d i s t r i c t s  
rem a ins, t h is  w i l l  never come to  pass fo r  the is la n d ers  
value th e ir  independence before a l l  e ls e  and i f  the  
jprosperlty  o f  th e ir  supplementary sources o f  income can be 
restored  th ey  w i l l  be w e ll  co n ten t# Such a s ta te  o f  
a f fa ir s  e x is te d  in 1947 when the West Lewis c r o fte r  was in  
e f f e c t ,  a self-em ployed in d u str ia l wage earner whose cost 
o f l iv in g  was low and who obtained the maximum f in a n c ia l  
b e n e f it s  a v a ila b le  fo r  a l l  a g r ic u ltu r a l s u b je c ts , aqd fo r  
c r o ft in g  te n a n ts .
In West Sutherland c r o ftin g  i s  much more o f  an 
a g r ic u ltu r a l en terp r ise  than i t  i s  in Lewis# Some members 
of thé c r o fte r  fa m i l ie s  have always sought work elsew h ere, 
but when the c o s t  and th e standard o f l iv in g  were lower 
than they are today, t h is  region held a denser popula tion  
which was la r g e ly  s e l f  supporting. As in  Lew is, i t  i s
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im p o o sib le  to r.t-’co : 1 Iv in g froir, a a in g le  h o ld in g  t o d ^ ,  
th e r e fo r e  e i t h e r  some supplem en tary employment i s  rev^uired 
or th e  te n a n ts  must work more than one hold in g* As th e  
l a t t e r  p r a o t io s  i s  oomron in  'e s t  S utherland  now, many 
o r o f t e n  work what i s  r e a l l y  a sm a ll p a s to r a l  farm . T h is  
i s  n o t p o s s ib le  ever;>^.vhere hov/ever, as th e  p o p u la t io n  i s  
a g e in g  r a p id ly  ond h ired  lab our i s  sc a r c e  and exp en sive*  
ihe e f f e c t  o f  e s t a b l i s h in g  la r g e r  farm s would be to  reduce  
th e  sca n ty  p o p u la tio n  s t i l l  fu r th e r  u n le s s  i t  were accompanied  
by s u b s t a n t ia l  developm en t o f  o th er  ty p e s  o f  employment such  
a s  f i s h i n g ,  f o r e s t r y ,  r u r a l in d u stry  and to u r ism .
Some o f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  th e  c r o f t in g  a rea s  in  
Authorland aro a ls o  f e l t  on tho sheep  farms which can no 
lo n g er  be worked to  t h e ir  f u l l  c a p a c i ty  as i t  i s  becom ing  
im p o ss ib le  to  o b ta in  shepherds who w i l l  l i v e  in  th e  
ex o ep tio : a l  i s o la t i o n  o f  th e  d i s t a n t  h ir s e l s #  I s o la t io n  end 
in a c c e s s i b i l i t y  are th u s d e te r r e n t s  to  a^ ricu lt'u re  here  as  
v/ e l l  as to  th e  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  o th er  r e sc u x o e s  and in  a d d it io n  
th e  heavy f r e ig h t  r a t e s  to  be pa id  by th e  farir>ers over th e  
lo n g  road d istnances from th e  r a ilh e a d  make c o s t s  c f  s u p p lie s  
f o r  a g r ic u ltu r a l  use e x c e s s iv e ly  h ig h .
Thus a com parison o f  a g r ic u ltu r e  in  th e  two a rea s  shows 
th ù t e s t  Sutherland i s much more im portan t  a g r ic u l t u r a l ly  
than 'eat L ew is* I t s  a g r ic u  i t^:.rs i s  more s p e c ia l i s e d  , more  
oom irercia lised  , more advanced and more p r o g r e s s iv e  in  i t s  
o u t lo o k * The sm a lle r  r e g io n , how ever, i s  th e  one v/hoae
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p o p u la t io n  i s  e x c lu s iv e ly  r u r a l y e t  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  i t s  
in h a b ita n ts  are dependen t on n o n -a g r ic u ltu r a l  so u rce s  o f  
incom e* The p o p u la t io n  c f  -Test S utherland  i s  alm o st to o  
sm a ll f o r  i t s  p resen t  a g r ic u ltu r a l  p u r s u its ; , in  vest Lew is 
i t  i s  fa r  b ig g e r  than  th e  land cou ld  eVer su p p o r t.
Apart from a g r ic u l t u r e ,  zhe  o th er  ty p e s  o f  land u s e ,  
namely sp o r t in g  land and woo: land are cor.f in e d  t c  ./e s t  
S u th er la n d • Both p rov id e im portan t p art tim e o cc u p a t io n s  
fo r  th e  c r o f t e r s  of  th a t  r e g io n  but no such sou rce  o f  
supplem en tary employment e x i s t s  or can e x i s t  in  L ew is*
V I I I .
Coimneroial f i s h in g  has d e c l in e d  a lm ost to  e x t in c t io n  
in  West Lew is in  s p i t e  o f  th e  la r g e  sums o f  money expended  
to  a s s i s t  i t  e a r ly  in  th e  p resen t  c e n tu r y * In Vest Suther; 
;land  t o o ,  c o im e r c ia l f i s h in g  has d e c l in e d , but lo b s t e r  
f i s h in g  i s  s t i l l  a rem u n era tive  p art tim e occupat io n  and 
o th e r  f i s h  have been landed in  in c r e a s in g  q u a n t i t ie s  in  
r e c e n t  y e a r s .  A f i s h in g  s t a t io n  was e s ta b l is h e d  a t  Loch 
C lash  in  1948 and salmon n e t t in g  a t  C la c h to l l  o f f e r s  
s e a so n a l employment f o r  a few  lo c a l  p e o p le .
DC.
M ining and quarrying do n o t c o n s t i t u t e  so u rces  o f  
employment in  e i t h e r  r e g io n . .ilthou^n .Vest oa tn orlan d  
p o s s e s s e s  v a lu a b le  r e s e r v e s  cf d o l o n i t i o  l i L i e s t o n e  and a ls o  
f e ld s p a r ,  t h e ir  e x p lo i t a t io n  i s  n o t ,  a t  p r e s e n t ,  an econom ic
L.
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p r o p o s it io n #  Thus West S utherland  has p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  
developm .ert in  th e  e x p lo i t a t io n  o f  her r in e r a l  r e so u r o e s  
but t h i s  i s  no t  th e  c a se  in  T e st L ew is .
The Z&rris 1\*reed in d u stry  i s  an e x c e l le n t  pftrt tim e  
o ccu p a tio n  in  a c r o f t in g  d i s t r i c t  and i t  i s  p a r t ic u la r ly  
v a lu a b le  in  th a t  i t  erip loys r a le  lab ou r d u rin g  s la c k  tim es  
on th o  la n d . In T e s t  L ew is , how ever, w eeving has become 
much more than a p art t i r e  occu p a tio n  fo r  an a g r ic u ltu r a l  
p c p u ln t io n ! in  f a c t ,  i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  th e  main so u rce  o f  cash  
income fo r  th e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n , e s p e c ia l l y  fo r  
th e  c o t ta r s  and s q u a t t e r s # U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  x iarris Tweed 
In d u stry  i s  s u b je c t  to  g re a t  f lu c t u a t io n s  in  p r o s p e r ity  
th u s th e  p resen t  d e p r e s s io n  in  th e  in d u stry  has caused much 
• unerp loyr.en t arid s e r io u s  d i s t r e s s s uch as th e  i s l and has 
expe r ie r c e d  many t i r e s  b efo re  in  i t s  h is to r y -  M oreover, 
th e  ten d en cy  to  n e g le c t  t i e  land d uring boom p er io d s  in  
in d u s tr i : 1 a c t i v i t i e s ,  le a v e s  i t  in  poor c o n d i t io n  when i t  
once more becomes n e c e ssa r y  to  wcrk i t  fo r  su b s l a t e n c e .
There i s  no p art tim e in d u s t r ia l  work a v a i la b le  In .Vest 
S u th er la n d .
V/hcreas th e  h a r r is  Tivead in d u str y i s  coz f i n e d to  
T e st  Levris, th e  t o u r i s t  traDo i s  co n f in ed  t c  Vest S u th er la n d . 
Thero, i t  a lrea d y  p rcv id e s  a v a lu a b le  scu rde o f  income and 
i t  car bo much d evelop ed  in  th e  fu tu r e , i f  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o f  i s o la t i o n  can be overccvr by th e  p r o v is io n  o f  b e t to r  
tr a n sp o r t  f a c i l i t i e s #  T e st Lew'is, in  s p i t e  o f  tr a n sp o r t
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a d v a n ta g es , o f f e r s  fev; o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  th e  t o u r i s t  tra d e  
as i t  has n e ith e r  a t t r a c t iv e  s c e n e r y , nor sp o r tin g  f a c i l i t i e s  
nor aco oT T inodatio n .
Thus th e  p o s i t io i .  reg ard in g  supplem en tary so u rce s  o f  
income in  th e  two r e g io n s  i s  very d i f f e r e n t#  T est Lew ie 
has alw ays been la r g e ly  dependen t on n o n -a g r ic u ltu r a l  p u r s u it s  
b u t , w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  sea so n a l w ork, 'Test S uth erlan d  has 
n o t .  Ill L ew is , m oreover, even when in d u s tr ie s  have d e c l in e d , 
t h i s  has no t n e c e s s a r i ly  le d  tc  a d e c l in e  in  th e  p o p u la t io n :
in s t e a d , th e  maximum p o p u la t io n  has remained a t  hone ex is tin g
as b e s t  i t  cou ld  on i t s  oim meagre s u p p lie s  o f  fo o d , on
c h a r ity  and on sm a ll sums o f  money co n tr ib u te d  by members o f  • 
th e  fa in i ly  a'/ay from home. Ir. S u th er la n d , how srer, a d e c l in e  
in th e  sou rce  o f  in  cone has always led  to  d im in u tio n  o f  th e
p o p u la tio n  v/h ich , th e r e f o r e ,  has alw ays
r e la t io n s h ip  to  th e  p r c s p e r ity  o f  th e  r^
borne a more d irect*
g io n  than has ever
b een _the ca so  in  L ev/is.
Today, i t  appears th a t  th ere  are no fu r th e r  o p p o r tu n it ié ;  
fo r  th e  e x p l o i t a t i on o f  th e  r e so u r c e s  o f  V/est Lew is but th e r e  
are o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  on a sm a ll s c a l e ,  fo r  tho exp an sion  o f  
quarr3^ ing or m in in g , a f f o r e s t a t io n ,  tho t o u r i s t  trc.de and 
in sh ore  f i s h e r i e s  in  Je s t  Sutherland  # iienoe i t  f o l lo w s  th a t  
th e  p o p u lc tio n  o f  Vest Lev/is i s  alm ost c e r ta in  to  co n tin u e  
th e  d é c l in é  wh ich s e t  in  in  1921# In West S u th e r la n d , 
hov/evor, i t  should  be p o s s ib le  to  check th e  c o n t in u in g  d ep o p a lès 
: t io n  a s  has been shown by th e  su c c e s s o f  th e  r e c e n t  f o r e s t r y
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werhn in  the  ncn'is;! o f M d r n o h il l io  -
X.
The population con d ition s  o f  the two areas today s t i l l  
show grea t co n tra sts  in d e n s ity , in com position and in  
d is tr ib u tio n #  Test Lew is, in  s p ite  o f some depopulation  
s in ce  1921, i s  s t i l l  a congested area: in  West Sutherland,
hovvever, continuous ru ra l depopulation has reduced the t o t a l  
population almost to  evacua tion point# In West Sutherland  
today the population i s  very unbalanced: i t  i s  ageing very
rap id ly; the proportion o f unmarried people i s  unduly high; 
the nuirber o f deaths exceeds the number o f  b ir th s , and tb ère  
are very few ch ild ren  a t  a l l ,  e s p e c ia lly  in  the cro ft in g  
townships# In West Lewis the population i s  a lso  beginn ing  
to  age and to become somewhat unbalanced but the b ir th  r a te  
i s  s t i l l  high (as i t  has always been) although the numbers 
o f fa m il ie s  i s  sm aller than formerly# In Lewis th e r e fo r e , 
w hile  some fu rth er  depopulation i s  econom ically d e s ira b le  
i t  i s  a sm a ller , w e ll proportioned and more varied population— ■ I. ' m    i #w#M##w#m"m#mk» ■# ' *■■■ ' m a -  , i ii ■■ ■ ■ i ■— m mrnm -w ■ — ii#M ■—  —  i i#i —  ■—> i — W b i # —  m#  mma  ■#— ■ ^ — i
th a t  i s  requ ired , not a population whose t o t a l  has been 
reduced by the em igration o f a l l  i t s  most en terp r is in g  and 
indust r  ious i nhab i t  a n ts .
The a t t itu d e  to  em igration has alv/ays been quite  
d if fe r e n t  in  the two r eg io n s . On the mainland i t  v/as long  
ago considered In ev ita b le  but in Lewis i t  was stron g ly  
r e s is te d  and i t  was not u n t i l  1921 th a t large numbers l e f t  
tho islan d  to  mal:e perrianent hones o versea s. There have,
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hc'vcvsr, .lv;a;s been eany fror: both r e g i o n s ,  vrho h/'ve been 
employed v . y  fro* ■ ho?'e, eo^e on c tern orn ry , so ? on a 
permanent b a s is#
■j/.o p o p u i- .t ien  d i f f e r e n c e s  bot me an th e  tv/c r e g io n s  
groc.tly- in f lu e n c e  t i e  p ro v is io n  o f  e c u c r t i c n e l  raad h e a l th  
ser-vioc.:, o f  ro s .is  end tr^-^sport f n o i l i t i e s ,  th ey  c iffeo t  
tho SCO i n i  and r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  o f  th e  oo— ur i t i e s  laid th e y  
in f lu e n c e  the housing s i t u n t i e r  wni the ^ u estion  o f  w a ter  
ci : a le u tr  . c i t y  su p p lio s#  I n d i r e c t l y ,  t o ; ,  nn e,jo ing  
p op u lù tic ii  as in Jut her lend, or a c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y  as in  
Lew is i s  fa r th e r  handioepped fo r  i t  has few  in h a b i ta n t s  who 
a m  e i t h e r  able or ‘.b i l l in g  to  sh ou ld er  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and 
I t  i s  d i f : i o u l t  to  f in d  pooplo to  ac t  as l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  
Cl v.f'io : i l l  a s s i s t  in o r g a n is in g  o c n u n i t y  l i f e .
XI.
An exam inât ion o f the s o c ia l  geograph ies o f tn ese  two 
reg ion s shows th a t the p rov ision  of tra n sp o r t, heal th  and 
educa tional se r v ic e s  i s  much sim pler in T est Lewis than in  
West Sutherland on account o f i t s  a c c e s s ib i l i t y  by sea and 
a i r ,  i t s prox im ity  to  a tovm and to  i t s  grea ter  d en s ity  and 
more even d is tr ib u t io n  o f population* With regard to  th e ir  
r e sp e c tiv e  c u ltu r a l, r e l ig io u s  and rec r e a t io n a l a c t i v i t i e s ,  
hov/ever, i t  appears th a t , in s p ite  o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  
i s o la t io n  and s p a r s ity o f  popu la tion , the mainland reg ion  i s , 
paradox ically , the more p rog ressiv e . In su la r ity , thus seems
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"— 9 , S0  r e s p e c ts . aa
i t  i s  In  c h e c k in g  économie adv an cem en t .
2 Ü O
::iY . corcL usiC N S
The econom ic p l ig h t  c f  Lo ' is  r e ce iv ed  much p u b l i c i t y  
in  Tebruary 1951 when an important co n feren ce  was held in  
Stornoway in  an a ttem pt to  s o lv e  sot e o f  th e  is la n d  * 
p re se n t  problem s. But as has been shewn, th e  p resen t  
s i t u a t io n  J.S m erely  t> e l a t e s t  pha se  in a s i t u a t i o n  wh ich  
has p e r s is te d  fo r  many g e n e r a t io n s .  In r u r a l  Lew is a w e l l  
balanced economy has n ever  been a t t a in e d . a i e  o i ' c f t o r s , 
v&luin^ t h e i r  freedom and in cejen d en ce  c o s t  o f  i l l  .aid 
oo:':.binin_: w i th  t h i s  on in t e n s e  lo v e  o f  t h e i r  n a t iv e  i s l - .n a ,  
i n s i s t  on r e t  inin^ ,^. e sm a ll p lo t  c f  land , th e y  ir o  deter: .ined  
t o  keep t h e i r  r u r a l  s t a t u s  and th ey  w i l l  no t countmn-.Jice th e  
m o d i f i c a t ion o f  t he c r o f t i r g  sys^uer or tlTe a l t e r a t i o n  o f  th e  
C r o f te r s * . c t s # The c o r cer tcd  ana s u c c e s s f u l  : e t hodg wh ich  
are now b e in g  radu to  in te i  a i f y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ■ ethoc.G ..i-nL to  
in c r e a se  p rod u ction  can on ly  he lp  to  i  prove the gene r a l  
standard o f  l i v i n g ,  th ey  cannot provide an adequa te o s i  
income* _As in  th e  p a s t ,  t> n j a in  source o f  i - o o  e oust 
joome from n o n -a _ r -c u l tu r a l  p u r s u i '^ .  I f  t  e C roft or a * ,-vOts 
are changed as a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  p resen t  e . .q u ir y , w o i iy  o f  ui.e 
abuses o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e n  w i l l  d i s . . j j e a r . jiit oven
then th e  s i t u a t i o n  in Lew is w i l l  n o t  be encoure _ in g ,  uid o.. 
o o n t inur t io n  o f  th e  d ep o p u la t io n  wh ich began in  1921 w i l l  be 
both  in e v i t a b le  and d e s i r a b le .
A re p o r t  on Sutherland wh ich appeared in  . r i l  1952
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90 gtremmec th a t  Ji’therlancl la  an extreme example o f  the  
t'ighlonfi problem. '^he depopulation which has been 
oontlnuous th ere fo r  so long was th e  in e v ita b le  resp o n se  to  
charging c o n d it io n s . I t  has no-r proceeded to  such an 
alarming e x te n t , th a t i t  i s  recogn ised tha t "unle*^s so etr .U ^9C Of an unusual n a tu re i s  dcue i r r e d la t e ly  the cou n ty  w i l l  
becor^e a d e s o la t io n ,  and d ep o p u la tio n  w i l l  become cor p le t e .  ^
I t  should be p o s s ib le , however, for the e x is t in g  population  
to  be  ^ ; r tn lr  ec’ and even to be increased provjWec tha t the
e x p lo ita t io n  o f a l l  the na tural r e o u r c e a  includ ing f is h in g ,  
fo r e s tr y  and tcu r ia n  as w e ll as a g r ic u ltu r e , con be node an 
eoonomio propos i t  ion # I t  v/ould a lso  be o f  grea t b e n e f it
to  t h is  large ftnd sca ttered  d i s t r ic t  i f  Lairg could be 
developed as n proper urban cen tre . e s t  Sutherland i s  a 
very extreme case; n e v e r th e le ss , i t  show^ the s itu a t io n  
which can a r ise  i f  o ther areas are allowed to  fo iler ;  s u i t .
exam ination o f  the a v a ila b le  ev idence snov/c th a t th e  
renarkabl© co n tra sts  wi; oh e x is t  betvm^ n th ese  tvw reg ion s  
have been determ ined  by the in tera c tio n  o f  very varying  
fa c to r s .  Ihe s itu a t io n  in  Vest Sutherland bears a cijpM t 
r e la t io n sh ip  to  g eo g rep h ice l, h is to r ic a l  and economic fao toro t  
i t  i s  comparable to  sir i la r  ru ral areas in the xiighlanda o fnmm A* .%<# ' — i i'»"  ».   - » •  •  weww«*m*»w«.«^*WMPW •eW M U W U .W -lW W I.IIw .»- * .  ###^  t0m m m  ■ *,#,,#*» -t
Scotland and indeed, in  o ther parts o f  the TorId. The 
con gestion  in Teat Lew is, however, i s  l e s s  easy  to  e x p la in • 
N ev er th e le ss , the fa c t  th a t -est Lewi s ,  in  coimon w ith  other  
congostet orof.3 in e s te m  Luropo, houses & peasant cormunity
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in  an in su lar  lo c a t io n  which fo r  long was very remote cma 
^ a c c e s s ib l e , i s  undoubtedly o f major s i g n if ic a n c e -
The ra in  rea son s, thp^efora, for th e  pe:'slsi;enco 
o f congestion  in Tost Lewis and fo r  t i e  con tin u a tion  o f r^ral 
depopulation in /e st  Sutherland seer to  be us fo llo r /s:
(1) Location* The in su lar  lo c a tio n  o f  Lewis emd the 
mainland p o s it io n  of Sutherland * This fundamental 
d if fe r e n c e  has g r e a t ly  ir flu en ced  the h is to r ie s  o f the tv.ro 
area s , t^e c h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  the people and the e f f e c t s  o f  
the impact o f ex tern a l influences*
( 2 ) F hysic e l  Environmen t * The d if fe r e n c e s  in the  
p h y sica l environTrents help to  in flu en ce t^e co n tra sts  in  
population con d ition s  but they  are not adequate to  account 
fo r  them.
(3) S e ttlem en t* Test Lewis i s  a peasant cor: ur i t y  
w h ile  /0 s t  Sutherland has a varied setulem en t pattern*
These co n tra sts  (which are p a r tly  due to  d if fe r e n c e s  in  the  
p h y sica l ©nviroiirent) are o f  fundamental importance as they  
determ ine the d if fe r e n c e s  in the econom ies o f  tiie t:7o areas 
and a lso  g rea tly  in flu en ce  th e ir  s o c ia l  geograph ies.
( 4 ) Economy- The economy o f West Lewis i s  b a s ic a lly  a 
dom estic one. Th is un iform ity and lack  o f com m ercialisât ion  
i s  very w a ste fu l o f labour, i t  i s  a d e terren t to  a l l  econor.ic 
advancement and i s  la r g e ly  resp o n sib le  fo r  tho region  
m a in ta in ing i t s  dense and poor ru ral popula tion. Zest 
Sutherland*s economy, although p a r tly  d o r e s t ic  in the
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c r o ft in g  tow nsh ips, ia  much more coimneroialised and raoro 
sp e c ia l is e d  than th a t o f Lew is: the region th erefore  i s  only
ab le to  support a r e la t iv e ly  sm aller popula tion but i t  has 
more o p p o rtu n ities  fo r  advancement.
(5) The C learances. In Sutherland the Clearances 
caused the beginn ings o f  ru ral depopulation: in Lev/is th ere  
were no Cleeiranoes thus the n a tu ra l in c r e a s e  in population  
was able to  con tinue unchecked and no r e d is tr ib u t io n  o f the  
popula tion took p la ce .
(6) Em igration. Although em igration from Lewis v/as 
advocated and a s s is te d  in the 19th cen tury, i t  was very  
unpopular vrith th e is la n d e r s . Thus the lack  o f em igration  
a t th a t time was a d ir e c t  cause o f co n g estio n . In Suther:
: la n d , the Clearances n e c e s s ita te d  em igra tion, which v/as thus 
g r e a te s t  in the r id d le  o f  the 19th cen tury. xroi.. t h is  time 
onwards the popula tion has continued to  d e c l in e .
(7) C harity. The over generous p rov ision  o f ch a r ity  
in  Leivis by S ir  lames ÎZlatheson had a dem oralising e f f e c t  
upon the c r o f te r s . lYithout i t ,  the popula tion would 
undoubtedly have been reduced , e ith e r  by em igra tion or by 
s ta r v a t io n . In Sutherland the c r o fte r s  were ob liged  to  be 
more independent and those who could not support them selves  
a t  home had to  le a v e .
(8) Standards o f l i v in g . The lower standard o f l iv in g  
which has always been a fea tu re  of Lewis makes i t  p o ss ib le  
fo r  th a t reg ion  to  hold a much g rea ter  d en s ity  o f popula tion
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than ooül correspond ingly e x i s t  in Sutherland.
(9) B irth  and death  r a t e s . The b irth  ra te  in i-»ev/is 
has alwa^^s been h igher than in Sutherlfind o r  in other nearby 
mainlcmd a rea s . Today, the death r:.te in outherl'.nd i s  
h igh , o w ir  : to  the v e p ’^ dly a g e  in;: p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e s e  
fa c to r s  favour the p e r s is te r c e  o f  c o t  g e s t i o n  i n  Lewis and 
o f depopulation in ’e s t  Butherl nd.
( 10) The Caalio tr a d it io n . I t  has been 3h e n  th a t    r --------- --------
the stren g th  of the r^elic tr a d it io n  in ;-owi3 'a s  i oosntuutoc: 
the in su la r ity  o f the inhab itan ts and i ee probably r - tarder, 
progress. Thus 'in d irectly  i t  has cor tr ib u t 3d to  the  
con d ition  of congestion  in the tow nships. G aelic is  s t i l l  
spoken in outherland but i t s  in flu en ce i s  not s u f f ic ie n t ly  
strong to  a f fe c t  the economy o f the re,_;ion in any tn:y.
(11) A c o e s s ib i l i ty . The fa c t  tha t West Lewis i s  
w ith in  easj?' access o f  JtornoxYay and o f the nain land 
f a c i l i t a t e s  the p rov ision  o f urban adventrg^es and f u e n i t ie s .  
This fa c to r , however, cannot be considered as a reason for  
congestion; i t  a c ts  ra ther as a preven tion of large sc a le  
depopula tion. Ir outherlend, in a c c e s s ib i l i t y  has been 
stressed  as one o f the major drawbacks to  the region fo r  a 
very long tim e; i t  i s  c e r ta in ly  a d ir e c t  cause o f con tinuing  
depopulation today.
(12) Transport . The nearness o f Zest Leivis to  
Stornoway p lu s the dense ru ra l population makes p o ss ib le
the p rov ision  o f good in te r n a l tran sport f a c i l i t i e s  (by road ).
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This aga in i s  not a  cea se  o f congestion but a  preven tion  
o f  depopula tion. I n  West Butneriand, although the 
in a c c e s s ib i l i t y  plus the sp a rs ity  o f the population :es 
th e p rov ision  of b e t te r  t r a n s p o r t  alm ost im p ossib le , 
n ev erth e less  the inadequacy and the high c o s t  o f the p r e s e n t  
tran sport system are major d e terren ts  to  the f u l l  ex p lo ita :  
: t io n  o f a l l  the na tural resources an a  are th erefore  d ir e c t  
causes o f  con tinuing depopula tion.
(13) C haracteria tle s  o f  the p eo p le . The in s is te n c e  
o f  the people o f  Lewis to  remain w ith in  th e ir  own i s l a n a  
has been the main cause o f  congestion  w ith in  th e Le\v*is 
townships fo r  at le a s t  150 years# In Sutherland, hoaæver, 
the people are more p rogressive  and th erefo re  the l i i  i t a t i o G  
o f the p h y sica l environment together w ith  adverse econoi ic  
con d ition s made depopulation in ev itab le#
These then are th e main reasons fo r  the p ers is ten ce  
o f congestion  in West Lewis and fo r  the con tinua tion  o f  
depopulation in  Jest Sutherland# I t  i s  ev iden t th a t w hile  
geograp h ical, h i s t o r ic a l  and economic fa c to r s  have a l l  
played th e ir  parts in both reg io n s , in e s t  Lewis i t  h a s  
been the in su la r  lo c a t io n  and human and s o c io lo g ic a l fa c to r s  
which have been o f paramount s ig n if ica n ce#  There a r e ,  
indeed, many v a lid  reasons why the popula tion o f v e st Ler.ris 
should have declined  con siderab ly  fo r  many years but the  
absence o f th is  fea tu re  can only be expla ined by the complex 
character o f the Lewis people them selves.
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